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I.
INTRODUCTION


In compliance with Article 91(f) of the Organization’s Charter, it is the function of the Permanent Council to:

“Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and to present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”

In turn, the Permanent Council, pursuant to the terms of that same Article 91(f) of the OAS Charter, by means of the “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-fourth Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of July 23, 2014)” (CP/doc.5061/14 rev. 1), instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security to prepare observations and recommendations on the following annual reports of the agencies, organs, and entities of the Organization (OAS Charter, Article 91.f): 

a. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

b. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

c. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)


For that purpose, the texts of the three aforesaid annual reports must be received for publication and distribution as documents of the Permanent Council; then, their consideration by the member states at a formal meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security must be scheduled; the CSH Secretariat is then to prepare a report summarizing the member states’ observations and recommendations on the annual report in question; and, finally, the member states’ observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the agencies, organs, and entities of the Organization are presented for consideration at the corresponding regular session of the General Assembly.


The Annual Report of the CICTE was sent by its Chair (Paraguay) to the Chair of the Permanent Council on April 1, 2015, and the document was published and distributed on that same date. The CSH, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, met on May 4, 2015, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), document CP/doc.5112/15. The CICTE was represented by its Chair, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Diaz Bareiro, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, and the meeting was also attended by the delegations of Argentina, The Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

II. ADDRESS BY THE CHAIR OF THE CSH, AMBASSADOR ANDRÉS GONZÁLEZ DÍAZ, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF COLOMBIA


The Chair of the CSH highlighted the CICTE’s work as a specialized agency with the delicate task of analyzing, discussing, and implementing mechanisms and programs to keep the member states, their inhabitants, and their institutions safe from terrorist attacks and other criminal activities. He congratulated Ambassador Ruiz Díaz and Paraguay for their excellent service as the Chair of the CICTE, and he invited those delegations that wanted their remarks to be published textually to submit them to the Secretariat promptly. In closing the topic, he obtained the meeting’s agreement to take as presented the Annual Report of the CICTE to the forty-fifth regular session of the OAS General Assembly of the OAS and to convey, through the Permanent Council, a summarized report with the observations and recommendations presented by the member states for consideration by the General Assembly. 

III. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT BY THE CHAIR OF THE CICTE – TEXTUAL ADDRESS GIVEN BY AMBASSADOR ELISA RUIZ DÍAZ


It is an honor for me to address you and to set out the actions and activities undertaken by the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) of the Organization of American States (OAS) during the year 2014. 


The Secretariat continued to support the member states in their national and collective efforts to prevent, combat, punish, and eliminate terrorism in the Americas. During this period the Secretariat carried out 70 activities, training courses, and technical assistance undertakings, benefiting more than 2,700 participants, through its programs in its five working areas:  border controls, protection of critical infrastructure, legislative assistance and combating the funding of terrorism, strengthening strategies for dealing with emerging terrorist threats, and international coordination and cooperation.


On March 19 and 20 of this year, the CICTE held its fifteenth regular meeting at the Organization’s headquarters, which was attended by delegations from 24 OAS member states. Also present were special guests, permanent observers, representatives of international organizations, and members of civil society.


The meeting heard comments and presentations by senior public officials, including the Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza; Mr. Weixiong Chen, Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee; Mr. Grant Easson, Senior Advisor at the Critical Infrastructure Division (CID) of Public Safety Canada; Brigadier General Anthony Phillips-Spencer, Vice Chief of the Defence Staff of the Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force; and Mr. David Campos, Minister Executive Secretary at the Republic of Paraguay’s National Secretariat for Information and Communications Technologies. 


The Executive Secretary of the CICTE, Mr. Neil Klopfenstein, gave a report to the regular meeting, stating that efforts were underway within the OAS to strengthen the Committee in order to bring about the continuous improvement of its functions, including such important tasks as strengthening the National Points of Contact (NPC), forging partnerships with other agencies to encourage exchanges of information and best practices, such as NGOs, the private sector, academia, and the civil society, and seeking out other cooperation mechanisms and methods.


He also explained that there were international donors and government agencies willing to contribute to the CICTE’s programs in support of the member states, but that they were unable or unwilling to do so if that also meant covering the costs of project and program managers which, in principle, they believed should be met by the OAS. Accordingly, he asked the member states for their support in that regard; he also presented a plan and a strategic vision, which have been given to the distinguished delegations for their consideration.


It should be noted, Mr. Chair and distinguished colleagues, that during the meeting the representative of the observer delegation of the Russian Federation indicated his government’s willingness to expand its cooperation with its CICTE counterparts; and the observer delegation of Estonia said that its country was offering the CICTE a donation of US$100,000 to strengthen cybersecurity in the region. 


At the regular meeting, the member states elected Paraguay to serve as the Chair of the CICTE for the 2015-2016 period. Similarly, Chile was elected to serve as the Vice Chair of the CICTE. In addition, the delegation of Panama indicated its interest in presenting its candidacy to serve as the Vice Chair of the CICTE for the 2016-2017 period. The regular meeting also elected Counselor Mario Puga, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico, to serve as its Rapporteur. 


The member states adopted the Declaration on the Protection of Critical Infrastructure from Emerging Terrorist Threats. In this Declaration, the OAS member countries set out “their commitment to identifying and combating emerging terrorist threats, regardless of their origin or motivation, such as threats to critical infrastructure, cybersecurity, etc.” They also stated “their willingness to identify and promote, when deemed appropriate, in accordance with domestic laws, forms of public-private partnerships in the fight against terrorism, and in connection with critical infrastructure and cybersecurity.”

The Declaration urges those OAS member states that have not yet done so to sign, ratify, or adhere to, as applicable, the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, to effectively implement it, and to implement the antiterrorism resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 


The representatives of the governments also reaffirmed their commitment to “strengthen national and multinational efforts to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorist threats and attacks against financial, transportation, and telecommunications critical infrastructure.” The document also expresses the support of the member states for the provision of technical assistance and capacity building “in the area of security practices for tourism and recreational facilities,” together with their commitment to strengthening international cooperation and collaboration, given the interdependent nature of national critical infrastructures.


The member states also adopted the CICTE’s work plan for the year 2015, which includes programs of activities in the following areas:  (1) Border controls: maritime security; aeronautical security; document security and fraud prevention; immigration and customs controls; and assistance for the implementation of UN Security Council resolution 1540; (2) Legislative assistance and combating the funding of terrorism:  legislative assistance; combating the funding of terrorism; (3) Protection of critical infrastructure: cybersecurity; tourism security; protection of critical infrastructure; and global supply chain; (4) Strengthening strategies for dealing with emerging terrorist threats: crisis management; and workshops; (5) International coordination and cooperation.


The meeting also agreed that the sixteenth regular session of the CICTE would be held on February 25 and 26, 2016, at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C.


Thank you very much.

IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM 
Note: 
This report contains observations and recommendations made at the CSH’s meeting of May 4, 2015. Thus, this report reflects the states’ positions, but in no way does it constitute progress with or consensus in the discussion of the issues regarding which the individual delegations expressed opinions.

At the meeting, the representatives of the permanent missions of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the United States, and Venezuela made observations and recommendations with respect to the Annual Report of the CICTE. These are summarized below: 

1. The delegations reiterated their support for the CICTE, and for the work carried out by the Committee and its Secretariat.

2. The delegations noted the leadership displayed by Paraguay as the current Chair of the CICTE. 

3. They also underscored the importance and contributions of the different programs carried out by the CICTE and its Secretariat.

4. Some delegations announced that they would support the preparations for the next regular meeting of the CICTE, to be held on February 25 and 26, 2016.

5. The delegation of Chile spoke of the workshop on the topic of critical infrastructure that the country would be hosting in July of this year. It said that full information, with the event details, would be distributed as promptly as possible. 

6. Some delegations said they were still studying the report and that they would be submitting the texts of their observations and recommendations at a later juncture.

7. Remarks on the proposal to change the name of the CICTE Secretariat:
· Background: The CICTE met at its fifteenth regular session on March 19 and 20, 2015, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C. 

· On that occasion, as part of his comments, Mr. Neil Klopfenstein, Executive Secretary of the CICTE, proposed:


“that the Committee and the OAS authorities consider changing the name of the CICTE Secretariat to the Executive Secretariat for Border Controls, Protection of Critical Infrastructure, and Counterterrorism, to more accurately reflect its work on behalf of the member states.” 

· In response, several delegations requested that the viability of the CICTE Executive Secretary’s proposal be analyzed in accordance with the terms of the Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism
/ and duly formalized with the relevant justifications, in order for the member states to consider it.
/ 
/ 
/, 
/
· In due course, Ambassador Adam Blackwell, the Secretary for Multidimensional Security, said that it was a proposal and that no change would be made before Secretary General Almagro took office. It was an internal administrative decision.

V. TEXTS SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARIAT WITH OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE MEMBER STATES

As of the publication of this report, no member states had submitted texts with observations and recommendations for publication.

VI. LINK TO MEETING AUDIO

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CSH_1658_05-04-2015.MP3 

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP34471E01.doc�








�.	Prepared by the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.


�.	� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/xxxiiga/espanol/documentos/docs_esp/agres1840_02.htm" �http://www.oas.org/xxxiiga/espanol/documentos/docs_esp/agres1840_02.htm�


�.	The CICTE was established by means of resolution � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/es/sms/cicte/documents/ag_res_1650_xxix_o_99_spa.pdf" �AG/RES. 1650 (XXIX-O/99)�.


�.	The Secretariat of the CICTE was created pursuant to the CICTE Statute: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/Documents/Statutes/ag_res_2010_xxxiv_o_04_spa.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/Documents/Statutes/ag_res_2010_xxxiv_o_04_spa.pdf�, and its operations are regulated by the CICTE Rules of Procedure: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/Documents/Rules/doc_4_05_rev_1_spa.pdf" �http://www.oas.org/en/sms/cicte/Documents/Rules/doc_4_05_rev_1_spa.pdf�.


�.	The name of the Secretariat of the CICTE was established by means of an Executive Order: �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2015/SG04819S01.doc"��http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2015/SG04819S01.doc�.


�.	2015 Work Plan of the CICTE (� HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2015/CICTE00970E04.doc" ��CICTE/doc.6/15 corr. 1�).






