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I.
INTRODUCTION

In accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization, the Permanent Council shall:

“Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary;”


In turn, the Permanent Council, pursuant to the provisions of said Article 91.f of the Charter of the OAS and in accordance with the “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-Forty Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years (Approved by the Permanent Council at the Regular Meeting held on July 23, 2014)” (CP/doc.5061/14 rev. 1), assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security the preparation of observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the following organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter): 

a. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)
b. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)
c. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

To that end, the texts of the three above-mentioned annual reports are to be received for publication and distribution as Permanent Council documents.  Then their consideration by member states at a formal meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security is to be programmed.  Subsequently, the Secretariat of the CSH prepares a report summarizing the observations and recommendations by member states on that annual report, and, lastly, the observations and recommendations by member states on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization are submitted to the General Assembly for consideration at its corresponding regular session.


The Annual Report of the IADB was forwarded by the Director General of the Secretariat of the IADB, Vice Admiral Bento Costa Lima Leite de Albuquerque Junior, to the Chair of the CSH on May 8, 2015, and the document was published and distributed on May 11.  The CSH, under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, met on May 21, 2015, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) (CP/doc.5121/15).  Representing the IADB were General Werther Araya, Chairman of the Council of Delegates of the IADB, the Director General of the Secretariat of the IADB, Vice Admiral Bento Costa Lima Leite de Albuquerque Junior, and the Director of the Inter-American Defense College (IADC), Rear Admiral Martha Herb.  Also in attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, United States, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela.

II. REMARKS BY THE VICE CHAIR OF THE CSH, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF HONDURAS, AMBASSADOR LEONIDAS ROSA BAUTISTA
/
The Vice Chair of the CSH referred to the work of the IADB as a specialized entity with the extremely delicate task of providing the OAS and its member states with technical and educational advice and consultancy services on matters related to military and defense issues in the Hemisphere in order to contribute to the fulfillment of the OAS Charter.  He congratulated General Werther Araya, Chairman of the Council of Delegates of the IADB, the Director General of the Secretariat of the IADB, Vice Admiral Bento Costa Lima Leite de Albuquerque Junior, and the Director of the Inter-American Defense College (IADC), Rear Admiral Martha Herb, for their excellent work at the IADB.  He invited those delegations that wished to have their interventions published verbatim to forward them in due course to the Secretariat.  And, in concluding the discussion of this matter, he obtained the consent of the meeting to deem presented the Annual Report of the IADB to the General Assembly of the OAS at its forty-fifth regular sessions and to forward, through the Permanent Council, for consideration by the General Assembly, a report summarizing the observations and recommendations presented by member states.
III. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES, GENERAL WERTHER ARAYA
The Chairman of the Council of Delegates supported his presentation of the Annual Report of the IADB to the Committee on Hemispheric Security with the following documents:

· PowerPoint slides: link 
· Text of the presentation: link 
IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD (IADB)
Note: 
This report contains observations and recommendations expressed at the meeting of the CSH of May 21, 2015. Accordingly, this report reflects the position of the states in general, but in no way represents progress or consensus in the debate on the aspects about which the delegations made individual interventions.

At the meeting, the representatives of the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela made observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the IADB.  These are summarized below: 

1. Delegations thanked the IADB for submitting its Annual Report, as well as the Chairman of the Council of Delegates for the innovative and educational form of presentation to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, which they characterized as the best presentation of an annual report in many years.
2. To mark the completion of his term next June 30, 2015, delegations took the floor to express appreciation for and commend the work of General Werther Araya Menhini, Chairman of the Council of Delegates of the Inter-American Defense Board, a leader of high professional quality who had shown rare dedication in devoting his life and military training to his country’s service.  They also underscored General Araya’s high personal standards, describing him as cordial with his staff and genuine and transparent in his dealings with the delegates of the OAS member states. In bidding him farewell, they anticipated a bright future for him. Of note are the following achievements of the IADB, among others, under his leadership:
· Today, the IADB is a stronger entity, at the service of the OAS member states.

· The IADB has evolved because, among other things, it has moved much closer to the civilian world. This is important since it builds confidence among civilian governmental authorities.
· More member states are members of the IADB.
· The support and advice provided by the IADB to the OAS has increased, with specific papers such as the White Papers.

· Relations have been strengthened, not only with individual member states, but also with other OAS bodies working in security areas and with the political bodies of the Organization. 

· The gender perspective has been incorporated as a priority for the IADB’s work going forward.
· Efforts have been made for ever greater adjustment of the actions of the IADB to the provisions of its Statutes.
3. Delegations emphasized the support provided by the IADB to member states in specific programs and studies highly useful to governments, such as the “Study on the Possible Components of a Cyber Defense Strategy for the Caribbean Countries.” They added that these studies should also be recognized for the special efforts of member states that provided the IADB with specialized human resources so that that entity could support the tasks underway to benefit other states.
4. Delegations expressed appreciation for the important collaboration being offered by the IADB to the Pro Temore Secretariats of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, the last (XI) having been held in Arequipa, Peru, in October 2014, and the next (XII) programmed to be held in Trinidad and Tobago, in 2016.

5. They pointed to the official accreditation of the Master’s degree program at the Inter-American Defense College.
6. Delegations called on governments to support the IADB with additional financial and human resources to facilitate the fulfillment of its goals and objectives, and the fulfillment of the General Assembly mandates.  They invited reflection regarding all advice and support states received from the IADB compared to the resources allocated to it to carry out its work. 
7. Some delegations indicated that they had forwarded the annual report to their capitals, where it was still under study, and that, if appropriate, they would subsequently forward the texts with their observations and recommendations.

General Araya expressed appreciation for both the indications of support for the IADB and the recognition of his work, indicating that that recognition corresponded to the three areas of the Board:  the Presidency of the Council of Delegates, the Office of the Director General of the Secretariat, and the Office of the Director of the Inter-American Defense College.  He requested recognition of all staff members working for the IADB.

General Araya also issued an invitation to keep military civilian forums open to hear the IADB.

V. TEXTS FORWARDED TO THE SECRETARIAT WITH OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEMBER STATES
At the time of publication of this report, the following member states had forwarded texts containing observations and recommendations for publication:
· Trinidad and Tobago: link
VI. LINK TO THE AUDIO RECORDING OF THE MEETING
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CSH_1664_05-21-2015.MP3 
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�.	Prepared by the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.


�.	The Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security temporarily assumed the chairmanship of the meeting of the CSH because the Chair had to leave the room.
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