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I.
INTRODUCTION


In compliance with Article 91.f of the Organization’s Charter, it is the function of the Permanent Council to:

“Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and to present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”


In turn, the Permanent Council, pursuant to the terms of that same Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, by means of the “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-fourth Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years (Approved by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of July 23, 2014)” (CP/doc.5061/14 rev. 1), instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security to prepare observations and recommendations on the following annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (OAS Charter, Article 91.f): 

a. Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

b. Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)

c. Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)


For that purpose, the texts of the three aforesaid annual reports must be received for publication and distribution as documents of the Permanent Council; then, their consideration by the member states at a formal meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security must be scheduled; the CSH Secretariat is then to prepare a report summarizing the member states’ observations and recommendations on the annual report in question; and, finally, the member states’ observations and recommendations on the annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization are presented for consideration at the corresponding regular session of the General Assembly.

The Annual Report of CICAD was sent by its Executive Secretary, Ambassador Paul Simons, to the Chair of the Permanent Council on May 7, 2015, and the document was published and distributed on the same date. The CSH, chaired by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, met on May 21, 2015, to receive the presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), document CP/doc.5120/15. CICAD was represented by its Executive Secretary, Ambassador Paul Simons, and its Assistant Executive Secretary, Ms. Angela Crowdy, and the meeting was also attended by the delegations of Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Venezuela.

II. REMARKS BY THE VICE CHAIR OF THE CSH, AMBASSADOR LEONIDAS ROSA BAUTISTA, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF HONDURAS
/

The Vice Chair of the CSH highlighted CICAD’s work as a specialized agency with the sensitive task of analyzing, discussing, and implementing mechanisms and programs to support the countries, their inhabitants, and their institutions in their efforts to address the drug problem. He congratulated Ambassador José María Argueta and the Permanent Mission and Government of Guatemala for their excellent work as Chair of CICAD, and he invited those delegations that wanted their remarks to be published verbatim to submit them to the Secretariat promptly. In closing the topic, he obtained the meeting’s agreement to take as presented the Annual Report of CICAD to the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session and to convey, through the Permanent Council, a summarized report with the observations and recommendations presented by the member states for consideration by the General Assembly. 

III. PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF CICAD, AMBASSADOR PAUL SIMONS (Summary by the CSH Secretariat)

This report was reviewed and approved by CICAD at its fifty-seventh regular session, held early this month. Inasmuch as 2014 was an extremely busy year for CICAD, Ambassador Simons drew attention to some of the most important activities:
· Conclusion of the sixth evaluation round of the MEM under a new procedure. We produced 34 draft reports, using 27 shared recommendations defined by the member states.

· An intensive political dialogue on drug issues in the Hemisphere, with an emphasis on alternatives to incarceration, in which the Government of Colombia played a very active role.

· Intense efforts to continue developing drug policies and programs in the Hemisphere on the basis of scientific evidence. Our programs range from smokable cocaine in the Southern Cone countries to the strengthening of Drug Information Networks (DINs). We also focused on drafting the “Report on Drug Use in the Americas,” as well as on a partnership with the Pan American Health Organization to get the ministers of health more involved in the drug problem.

· Intense efforts on supply control, with an emphasis on synthetic drugs.
· Increased efforts on money laundering, with an emphasis on the recovery of assets.

IV. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE MEMBER STATES ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION (CICAD)
Note: 
This report contains observations and recommendations made at the CSH meeting of May 21, 2015. Thus, this report reflects the states’ positions in general, but in no way does it constitute progress with or consensus in the discussion of the issues on which the individual delegations expressed opinions.
At the meeting, the representatives of the permanent missions of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Venezuela made observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of CICAD. These are summarized below: 

1. The delegations reiterated their support for CICAD and for the work carried out by the Commission and its Executive Secretariat. They described CICAD as a forum in which consensus agreements were the first step in moving forward with its decisions and its work.
2. The delegations underscored the importance and contributions of the different programs carried out by CICAD and its Executive Secretariat.

3. The delegations said that that report had been considered and approved by the members of CICAD at its fifty-seventh regular session, held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., from April 29 to May 1, 2015, but that, if they had comments, they would submit them later.

4. Upon the conclusion of Ambassador Paul Simons’ tenure as head of the Executive Secretariat of CICAD, all delegations who took the floor to comment expressed their appreciation and thanks for his work. They drew attention to his obliging, positive, and constructive attitude at the helm of the Executive Secretariat and to the legacy he was handing down of a friendly, strong, and dedicated team, with a high level of technical competence. The delegations bade a heartfelt farewell to Ambassador Simons and wished him all the best as he assumed new professional challenges.
5. The delegations also commended the work, dedication, and kindness of Ms. Angela Crowdy, who serves as Assistant Executive Secretary of CICAD.

6. The delegations underscored the achievements of the Executive Secretariat of CICAD over the past two years, drawing attention among other things to the complex task it had taken on in drafting the Secretary General’s report titled “The Drug Problem in the Americas.” They also emphasized the role that CICAD and its Executive Secretariat had played in connection with the two OAS General Assembly sessions held in recent years in Guatemala:

i. The forty-third regular session, at which the General Assembly adopted the “Declaration of Antigua Guatemala ‘For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas’ ” [AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13) corr. 1]; and
ii. The forty-sixth special session, at which the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLVI-E/14), “Reflections and Guidelines to formulate and follow up on Comprehensive Policies to Address the World Drug Problem in the Americas.”
7. The delegations also recognized the new approach CICAD was taking through proposals to address the drug problem, effective policies that took the human factor into account, and, for those states that wished to make use of them, programs, inter alia, the one on alternatives to incarceration.
8. The delegations mentioned their concerns and therefore the challenges that still lay ahead for CICAD, emphasizing the alarming figures on increased drug use by young people. 
9. Lastly, the delegations insisted that, if CICAD is to respond to the mandates from the member states, it needed both political support and financial and technical contributions, and thus they appealed for assistance to be provided to CICAD to enable the Commission and its Executive Secretariat to continue growing and achieving successful outcomes for the Hemisphere.
*On behalf of Secretary General Insulza and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, Ambassador Adam Blackwell expressed special thanks to the Executive Secretary of CICAD, Ambassador Paul Simons, for his work and reiterated the good wishes the delegations had expressed on the occasion of his departure.

V. TEXTS SUBMITTED TO THE SECRETARIAT WITH OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE MEMBER STATES
As of the publication of this report, the following member states have submitted texts with observations and recommendations for publication:

· Trinidad and Tobago: link
VI. LINK TO MEETING AUDIO

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CSH_1664_05-21-2015.MP3 
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�.	Prepared by the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.


�.	The Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security assumed the chair of the CSH meeting temporarily when the Chair had to leave the room.
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