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I.
Installation, mandates, and officers

The General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth regular session, adopted 12 resolutions
/ on matters concerning hemispheric security.


The Permanent Council, at its meeting of July 20, 2006, installed the Committee and elected Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, as its Chair, in accordance with Article 28 of its Rules of Procedure.


The Committee, at its meeting of September 8, 2006, elected Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis; and Ambassador Nelson Pineda Prada, Alternate Representative of Venezuela to the OAS; and Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States, as Vice Chairs of the Committee.

II.
Proceedings
Meetings

At the request of the General Assembly, the Committee on Hemispheric Security scheduled eight special events as part of its activities. In addition, it scheduled 12 meetings to discuss matters related to institutional follow-up and 14 meetings to consider the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session. 

Institutional follow-up


Noteworthy among the Committee’s activities aimed at following up on institutional topics are the following: 

· The report of the Secretariat Pro Tempore of the CIFTA on the results of the United Nations Review Conference on the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons, held from June 26 to July 7, 2006.  AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06);
· Mechanisms were considered to follow up on the “Conclusions and Recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons,” held on Isla Margarita from March 14 to 17, 2006.  AG/RES. 2256 (XXXVI-O/06);
· The Inter-American Defense Board presented a progress report on its modernization process. 

· A presentation was made on the report of the Chair and the Secretariat Pro Tempore of the CIFTA on the regional meeting of experts: “Weapons and International Humanitarian Law,” held on August 22 and 23, 2006.  AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06);
· A report was presented on the Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (Managua, October 1-5, 2006) AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05);
· A report was presented on the exchange of experiences between the OAS and the OCSE with a view to an exchange of experiences with the ASEAN Regional Forum in 2007;
· An analysis was conducted on the United Nations Study on Disarmament and Non-Proliferation Education. AG/RES. 2109 (XXXV-O/05);
· A report was presented on the seminar “Management of Arms in Custody and Destruction of Stockpiles,” held on November 9, 2006, in Santiago, Chile. AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06);
· A meeting was held on February 12, 2007, to discuss the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2187 (XXXVI-O/06);
· A meeting was held on the topic of natural disasters on February 22, 2007.  At that meeting, Ambassador Denis Antoine of the Permanent Mission of Grenada, the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, and the Inter-American Defense Board made presentations on the topic.  AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06;
· Finally, at the meeting of April 17, 2007, the demining section of the OAS Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security made a presentation on mine action activities. AG/RES. 2180 (XXXVI-O/06).
Special meetings

The General Assembly, at its thirty-sixth regular session, asked the Permanent Council to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, eight meetings related to the different mandates entrusted to said Committee.


Accordingly, in the second half of 2006, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following special meetings:


1.
First, on November 29, 2006, the Second Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, held pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2113 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), which requested the Permanent Council to convene the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures to evaluate the application of the Illustrative List of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, adopted at the Meeting of Experts on that topic, held in Miami in February 2003.  Reports on the following topics were presented at that meeting: the register of experts, the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, and the General Secretariat’s activities in support of the Forum. For their part, the states conducted a review, assessment, and analysis of the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures in the region.  Likewise, the Inter-American Defense Board presented a report on the inventory of confidence- and security-building measures. Lastly, reference was made to a future high-level meeting on confidence- and security-building measures, to be held in 2008, to consider the next steps to be taken to further consolidate mutual confidence. 

2.
The Meeting of States Parties to the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions in preparation for the first Conference of States Parties, to be held in 2009, was held on November 30, 2006.  It was held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2110 (XXXV-O/05), which requested that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, convene a meeting of the states parties to the Convention, “to which member states not party to the Convention will also be invited, to review implementation of the Convention, consider activities aimed at promoting signature and ratification of the Convention, and contribute to the preparation of the first Conference of the States Parties, which will take place in 2009 pursuant to Article VIII of the Convention.” At that meeting, the states parties underscored the importance of the Convention for building confidence and security and the need to promote its ratification by all OAS member states.  As a result of the meeting, a draft resolution was adopted that would be considered by the Committee on Hemispheric Security during that six-month period.  The meeting also underscored that implementation of the Convention was a key means for states to demonstrate their commitment to transparency in arms acquisitions.

3.
Then, on December 1, 2006, the Meeting of Experts on the Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms was held, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05), operative paragraph 5, which instructed the Permanent Council to continue considering, “in the context of the work of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and in compliance with the mandate contained in the Declaration adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the topic of limitation of military expenditures and the promotion of greater transparency in the acquisition of arms, bearing in mind, among other elements, the legitimate security and defense needs of states and unilateral, bilateral, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives of the topic, and to organize, during the first half of 2006, a meeting of the Committee with the participation of experts on the subject and representatives of relevant subregional and international bodies.”

4.
Finally, on December 11, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held a meeting on “Combating the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons, their delivery systems, and related materials.” That meeting in held in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2107 (XXXV-O/05), which resolved to fulfill the shared commitment of member states to make the Americas a region free of biological and chemical weapons. The deliberations at that meeting focused on the significance and present status of United Nations Security Council resolution 1540, the role of international organizations and the importance of regional cooperation, the functional perspective on the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention, member state observations on reports concerning resolution 1540, and efforts to meet their commitment to a region free of biological and chemical weapons.
Moreover, in the first half of 2007, the Committee on Hemispheric Security held the following special meetings:

5.
On March 8, 2007, a meeting was held on “Effective strategies to mitigate the threat posed by the use of Man-Portable Air-Defense Systems (MANPADS).” That special meeting was convened pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2145 (XXXV-O/05), “Denying MANPADS to Terrorists: Control and Security of Man-Portable Air Defense Systems (MANPADS),” and AG/RES. 2246 (XXXVI-O/06), “Cooperation on Some Matters of Security in the Hemisphere.” We should also mention the exhibition of MANPADS by technical experts from the United States Department of Defense.
6.
On March 12, 2007, the seminar “Addressing extreme poverty, inequity, and social exclusion as a way of strengthening hemispheric security” was held, in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2115 (XXXV-O/05) and CP/RES. 907 (1550/06), “Confronting Extreme Poverty, Inequity, and Social Exclusion as a Means of Strengthening Hemispheric Security.” The meeting was organized in coordination with the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to consider, from a strategic point of view, how extreme poverty erodes social cohesion and undermines the security of states.

7.
On March 15, 2007, the Special Meeting on Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty of Tlatelolco and on a Worldwide Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban was held, in compliance with resolutions AG/RES. 2245 (XXXVI-O/06), “Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco),” and AG/RES. 2186 (XXXVI-O/06), “Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty.”

8.
Lastly, on March 20, 2007, the Meeting to Review Progress in Implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas” was held to review progress by member states in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas and to assess the progress achieved to date, as established in resolution 2185 (XXXVI-O/06), “Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security.”
III.
Draft resolutions

The Committee continued its work until May 22, and I am pleased to report that it considered 21 draft resolutions, which have been transmitted to the Permanent Council for subsequent submission to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session:

1. Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions

2. Support for Action against Mines in Ecuador and Peru

3. Education for Disarmament and Nonproliferation 

4. The Americas as an Antipersonnel-Land-Mine-Free Zone
5. Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas

6. Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

7. Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials

8. Inter-American Support for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

9. Addressing Illicit Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons: Stockpile Management and Security

10. Hemispheric Cooperation Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons and Second Meeting of National Authorities in Trafficking in Persons 

11. Follow-up to the Special Conference on Security
12. Promotion of Hemispheric Cooperation in Dealing with Gangs Involved in Criminal Activities

13. Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board  

14. Consolidation of the Regime Established in the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

15. Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations

16. Prevention of the Diversion and Illicit Distribution of Pharmaceutical Products and Other Internationally Controlled Substances via the Internet

17. Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean 

18. Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms in the Americas

19. Implementation of the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime

20. Support for Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004)

21. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 

III.
Annual reports

Finally, the Committee considered three annual reports, in keeping with Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and in response to a request made by the Permanent Council at its meeting of February 21, which transmitted to the Committee the annual reports of the Inter-American Defense Board (CP/doc.4171/07 rev. 1), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) (CP/doc.4201/07), and the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.4196/07 rev. 1).  Those annual reports were transmitted for consideration by the OAS General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chairs and delegates for their valuable contributions to the work of the Committee during this term and for their good will and their cooperation with the Chair.  

Javier Sancho Bonilla


Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS


Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security 
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