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I have the honor of writing to your Excellency in reference to the process of follow-up on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

In that regard, I have the pleasure of submitting for the appropriate ends the recommendations of the Republic of Panama for implementing proposals aimed at strengthening the inter-American system for protection of human rights:

1. As regards the friendly settlement procedure, it is essential to be able to rely on the active mentoring of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), in order to act as a conciliation body should complications arise in negotiations and agreements be rendered unreachable, particularly in the event of disagreements among alleged victims.

2. The drafting of procedural guidelines on free and informed consent is essential for states. In 2010, the IACHR published Indigenous and Tribal Peoples' Rights over Their Ancestral Lands and Natural Resources, which is an invaluable resource on the rights of indigenous peoples. However, it is imperative for states to have guidelines or a manual specifically geared to the resolution of differences in this area.


I avail myself of the occasion, Excellency, to convey assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.


José De J. Martínez

Ambassador, Alternate Representative

His Excellency
Ambassador Joel Hernández
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States (OAS)
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