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The Secretariat of the Permanent Council presents its compliments to the permanent representatives and has the honor to advise that the Chair, in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 2824 (XLIV-O/14),  has called a special meeting to celebrate the start of the International Decade for People of African Descent.

This special meeting has been convened at the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia (CP/INF.7116/15) and will be held in the Simón Bolívar Room on Wednesday, April 22, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
ORDER OF BUSINESS
SPECIAL MEETING 
TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE INTERNATIONAL DECADE 
FOR PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT
Date:
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
Time:
9:30 a.m.
/
Place:
Simón Bolívar Room
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-2014/15)
2. Panel of experts:

· Antigua and Barbuda: Ms. Joy-Dee Davis-Lake, Acting Representative of Antigua and Barbuda / Former Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally Binding Inter-American Instruments Against Racism and Racial Discrimination and Against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
· Brazil: Ms. Magali Naves, International Advisor to the Secretariat for Policies to Promote Racial Equality (SEPPIR)
· Colombia: Ms. Carmen Inés Vasquez, Vice Minister for Participation and Equal Rights
· Costa Rica: Mr. Quince Duncan, Presidential Commissioner for Afrodescendent Affairs
· United States: Mr. Roy L. Austin, Jr., Deputy Assistant to the President, Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity, White House
· Panama: Ms. Haydee Milanés, Executive Secretary for the Black Ethnicity
· Uruguay: Mr. Romero Rodríguez, Ambassador-at-Large for People of African Descent
3. Remarks by member states
4. Remarks by the representative of the General Secretariat
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�.	The Chair kindly requests the delegations' cooperation in ensuring that the meeting starts on time.
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