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RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL WORKING GROUP TO REFLECT ON THE WORKINGS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WITH A VIEW TO STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM
(Communiqué from the Institución Nacional de Derechos Humanos y Defensoría del Pueblo of Uruguay in support of strengthening the autonomy and independence 

of the inter-American human rights system)
Communiqué from the Institución Nacional de Derechos Humanos y Defensoría del Pueblo of Uruguay in support of strengthening
 the autonomy and independence of the inter-American 
human rights system

The Institución Nacional de Derechos Humanos y Defensoría del Pueblo [Ombudsman] of Uruguay, in accordance with the Paris Principles, reaffirms its conviction of the need to strengthen the regional and universal systems for protection of human rights, which were created to ensure that the dignity of the individual is protected and that the behavior of states is subject to scrutiny.

In the Americas region, the inter-American human rights system, comprising the Inter-American Commission and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, has performed a fundamental role since its inception.

The efforts of the Commission, first, coupled with those of the Inter-American Court, later, were essential for the inhabitants of the Americas in times of authoritarian governments, civil wars, and dictatorships, as well as in contributing to rebuilding the rule of law afterwards.
Serious problems and shortcomings in the area of human rights plague the democracies of the region today. They also face new phenomena that generate previously unknown violations. The work of the Court and the Commission has helped—and continues to help—democracies to develop and strengthen, through reports, country visits, and, in particular, the system of individual cases and petitions, which has enhanced standards of protection, inter alia, in the areas of discrimination, domestic violence, rights of indigenous peoples, freedom of expression, the rights of the child, and protection of human rights defenders.

Within the framework of the Organization of American States, the states have instructed the Permanent Council to put forward proposals for implementing the recommendations of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

The Institución Nacional de Derechos Humanos y Defensoría del Pueblo encourages that the process result in a strengthening of the autonomy and independence of the protection organs, in order to ensure a system that delivers prompt and effective responses for its users. Another essential prerequisite for strengthening the system is that the states ratify the inter-American human rights treaties in force, ensure sustained financing for the organs, and comply with the decisions of the Commission and Court.
For most people, the Inter-American Commission performs a remote, unknown role; however, through its efforts it provides a response to thousands of victims seeking justice, and as a mechanism it has a fundamental impact in terms of recognition and restitution of rights. As with any supranational agency, its contribution depends to a large extent on the degree of commitment of states to observing and ensuring effective enjoyment of human rights, as well as to their abiding, where appropriate, in a meaningful way and in good faith with decisions that require them to make reparations for the consequences of their acts.

An inter-American system with the ability to contribute effectively to strengthening the rule of law in the region needs mechanisms that give priority to greater protection for rights, are free to act with independence and autonomy, and enjoy the firm commitment of states to collectively ensuring that protection.
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