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RESOLUTION REJECTING VIOLENCE IN BOLIVIA AND CALLING FOR FULL RESPECT OF THE RIGHTS OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN THE 
PLURINATIONAL STATE OF BOLIVIA
/2/3/4/5/6/7/8/9/10
(Adopted by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of December 18, 2019)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and those of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS);

BEARING IN MIND that international and hemispheric conventions on Human Rights contain the values and principles of liberty, equality and social justice that are intrinsic to democracy. 


HIGHLIGHTING the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which in its Article 1 states that “Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, as a collective or as individuals, of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and International Human Rights Law”; the United Nations International Convention on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination; and the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (AG/RES. 2888 (XLVI-O/16), which, in Article XII, states that “Indigenous peoples have the right not to be the object of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, or related intolerance. States shall adopt the preventive and corrective measures necessary for the full and effective protection of that right."


TAKING NOTE of the deep concerns about the human right situation, including violence in racist and discriminatory ways, expressed by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in its preliminary observations on December 10, 2019, after its visit to Bolivia; 


ALSO NOTING the findings of the IACHR that, following the electoral process a wave of violence occurred, and serious allegations were made of human rights violations, including arbitrary detentions and arrests, massacres and murder, wounding of the civilian population, criminalization and persecution of political opponents, violations of freedom of expression. 

RECALLING the declaration, “Rights of the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas” [AG/DEC. 79(XLIV-O/14)], which reaffirms that progress in promoting and effectively protecting the rights of the indigenous peoples of the Americas is a priority for the OAS; 


RECALLING ALSO Article 9 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter which states that “The elimination of all forms of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic and race discrimination, as well as diverse forms of intolerance, the promotion and protection of human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, and respect for ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in the Americas contribute to strengthening democracy and citizen participation”;


RECOGNIZING that, notwithstanding improvements over the last decade, the indigenous peoples in Bolivia have suffered from historic injustices as a result of, inter alia, their colonization and the dispossession of their lands, territories and resources thus preventing them from fully exercising, in particular, their right to development in accordance with their own needs and interests;


EMPHASIZING THAT the inherent rights of indigenous peoples in Bolivia, which derive from their political, economic, and social structures and from their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and philosophies, especially their rights to their lands, territories and resources, must be respected and promoted;


REAFFIRMING that indigenous peoples, in the exercise of their rights, should be free from discrimination of any kind.


CONSIDERING the importance of eliminating all forms of racial discrimination and/or violence that may emanate therefrom that may affect citizens of the Americas including and especially indigenous peoples, and taking into account the responsibility of States to combat them;


AFFIRMING that any existing doctrines, policies and practices based on advocating superiority of peoples or individuals on the basis of national origin or racist ideas, religious, ethnic or cultural differences, are scientifically false, legally invalid, morally condemnable and socially unjust;


WELCOMING the agreement signed between Bolivian authorities and the IACHR to install an independent group of international experts to investigate the acts of violence that occurred between September and December 2019.
RESOLVES TO:

1. CONDEMN the human rights violations and the use of violence against any citizen of Bolivia, especially any and all forms of violence and intimidation against Bolivians of indigenous origin;
2. FURTHER CONDEMN intolerance of symbols, traditional vestige, religious practices and unequal treatment or mention of any element of indigenous civilization; 
3. UNDERSCORE the need for the authorities of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to fulfil their inherent responsibility as a part of the community of nations to protect all human rights for everyone in Bolivia;

4. URGE the authorities of the Plurinational State of Bolivia to respect, comply with and effectively implement all their obligations under international law as they apply to indigenous peoples, particularly those related to human rights;

5. REITERATE the  call made by the Permanent Council of the OAS on November 20, 2019,  in CP/RES. 1140 (2259/19) rev. 1, to all political and civil actors in Bolivia, including all authorities, civil society, the military and security forces, and the general public, to immediately cease from violence, preserve peace, and seek a frank dialogue to promote national democratic reconciliation; and  

6. CALL UPON the Bolivian authorities to ensure full and unrestricted observance and protection of human rights and to ensure that any violators thereof are held to account, in accordance with international human rights law as reflected in Resolution, CP/RES. 1140 (2259/19) rev. 1, of the OAS Permanent Council.
FOOTNOTES
1. … and proposed changes to the resolution and the amendments; however, it cannot support the proposals, as we would have wished them to reflect the full extent of what happened in Bolivia and that indissoluble relationship between democracy, all human rights for all, and inclusive dialog as a peaceful mechanism to build social peace.
Costa Rica rejects any form of violence. We regret the deaths and serious allegations of human rights violations, which must be effectively investigated by the competent authorities. We stand in solidarity, furthermore, with the Bolivian people, especially with all the victims.  We condemn without hesitation all racial violence or discrimination against any persons or communities, whether indigenous or of any other ethnic or social background, as well as any discourse of hatred or discrimination. We also regret the irregularities in the electoral process that violated the democratic freedom of the Bolivian people. Costa Rica likewise regrets the involvement of military forces and the police in civic and democratic decisions. 

Costa Rica also calls for inclusive dialogue, which requires reflection, a sense of self-critique, moderation, and tolerance. Through that dialogue, it trusts that Bolivia will be able to find the path to peace, democracy, and reconciliation, as well as to promptly holding free elections with full guarantees, in accordance with its political constitution and its laws. In that reconciliation, justice, truth, and reparation for all victims of human rights violations, without any distinction, will also be fundamental.
2. … We are aware, however, of the reasons behind the presentation of this initiative. Even the most naïve reading of the text of this resolution could distinguish it from the political game played in Bolivia in recent months in the context of October’s general election.

We must keep things in perspective and not lose sight of the context. This resolution is not genuinely concerned with advancing and protecting the human rights of indigenous peoples in Bolivia. The initiative falls within the framework of the Bolivian electoral process and its consequences.

Brazil endorses initiatives that are based on noble and unquestionable values and principles. But not initiatives whose purpose is to justify, in an oblique and obscure way, the defense of political interests contrary to the most basic principles of democracy.

This resolution will not promote the human rights of indigenous peoples in Bolivia, nor is it intended to do so. It will only serve to endorse the false arguments of certain malicious Bolivian political actors that there are racist components in the process that culminated in the departure of the previous government. 

By abstaining from voting on this resolution, Brazil is not standing against the rights of Bolivian indigenous peoples. On the contrary, our intention is to avoid a mistaken correlation being established, for veiled political motives, between the current process of democratic transition in Bolivia and alleged racist components, a thesis that we repudiate in the strongest terms.

Brazil supports Bolivia's transitional government in its efforts to lead the country to institutional normalcy through free, transparent, and fair elections. We call on all Bolivian political actors to assume their civic role and not entertain imaginary and conspiratorial theories, which only encourage violence, discrimination and hate speech in the population.
3. … the narrative of former President Morales, who used claims of racism to hide his massive and intentional election fraud.  Instead of adopting this resolution, OAS Member States should support the transitional government of Bolivia’s commitment to work with all political parties and social actor stakeholders, including indigenous groups, to organize fully inclusive, free and fair elections.  The United States welcomes the transitional government of Bolivia’s continuing use of indigenous symbols and implementation of all Constitutional provisions respecting indigenous rights.  We further note that the transitional government of Bolivia’s on-going engagement with the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights regarding acts of violence, including racial violence.
4. … individuals are entitled to protection against violence and discrimination on the part of the State.
5. … State of Bolivia, especially violence against the Bolivian population of indigenous origin. At the same time, it reiterates its unwavering condemnation of the coup d'état perpetrated against the legitimate government of the Plurinational State of Bolivia and of any action taken by bodies acting as a result of that coup d'état, as well as its rejection of the resolution presented on November 20, 2019, in the Permanent Council of the OAS.
6. … in building peace in the country.  The resolution is based on an incomplete IACHR preliminary report on the incidents of violence in Bolivia; does not mention that they stemmed from electoral fraud deliberately perpetrated by the government of former President Evo Morales; and ignores the non-violent resistence of Bolivian citizens who, without distinction as to geography or ethnicity, commendably exercised their right to peaceful protest to request the resignation of the former president and who were subjected to violence and terror perpetrated by irregular armed groups protected by the former government.  This resolution has political content that does not reflect the truth of the facts of violence in Bolivia that occurred before, during, and after the electoral fraud and Evo Morales’ ensuing resignation.  The resolution, like the IACHR’s preliminary report, characterizes, without due diligence or technical forensic evidence, the acts of violence as “massacres” and attributes them generally to the State.  What democracy in Bolivia now needs is the support of the international community for the national reconciliation process and new presidential elections that will constitute the fundamental mandate of President Jeanine Anez’ transitional government.  Bolivia also considers premature the content and censorious tone of the resolution adopted, given the commitment of Bolivia’s current government to the highest values of protection of all sectors of society and respect for the individual liberties of all Bolivians, set out in the agreement recently concluded with the IACHR for an indepdendent investigation to be conducted by top-level independent professionals and with the strongest guarantees of collaboration by Bolivia, as well as the invitation to the IACHR to conduct an on-site visit as soon as possible.
8.
… and the prompt holding of free, fair, and transparent general elections with the due guarantees and international monitoring.

In the vote on this resolution, Ecuador abstained because in its view it is not necessarily sufficiently balanced or unbiased.  It wonders whether the main beneficiaries or those referred to in the text were consulted.  It endorses the call for respect for the rights of indigenous peoples in the terms of the 2014 American Declaration, which Ecuador observes, applies, and promotes by virtue of its Constitution, and of the American Declaration and the other international instruments in this area.

The document does not directly link the effectiveness of democracy and the human rights of all inhabitants of our sister Republic of Bolivia, which constitute fundamental pillars of the OAS, enshrined in its founding Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter and that form an essential part of Ecuador’s foreign policy.

Ecuador reiterates its disavowal of violence in all its forms, as well as of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic, and racial.  It advocates the resolution of disputes through dialogue and consensus-building, to that end having recourse to the institutional channels of democracy.  Only in democracy are the fundamental human rights, peace, solidarity, and the effectiveness of the rule of law fully guaranteed.

The reverse could pave the way for perverse political use of the protection of the inherent rights of all without distinction, and would be inconsistent with Ecuador’s traditional position.
9.
… in relation to the structure of our nation as a whole, as well as in respecting the cultural and ethnic diversities that make up the Colombian nation. For that reason we take complaints of discrimination against any ethnic group very seriously.

The text of the resolution presented by 13 member states clearly denotes a political intention and is totally removed from the supposed interest of submitting a declaration of principles in defense of the rights of indigenous people in Bolivia.

That the intention of this resolution is totally political, as opposed to pursuing the laudable goal of protecting the rights of indigenous people, as it was sought to be portrayed at the meeting of the Permanent Council, is clear from the fact that the promoters of this resolution have avoided condemning the violations of the human rights of the Pemón indigenous people in Venezuela by the regime of Nicolas Maduro; they also failed to address the violations of the human rights of the indigenous communities that flee Venezuela because of the repression of the regime of Nicolas Maduro. 

The Political Constitution of Colombia and the actions of the government, including the legislative and judicial branches, have been characterized by the seriousness and respect that the Colombian nation accords ethnic and cultural diversity.

Colombia rejects any act of discrimination on grounds of race, creed, nationality, and cultural traditions, among other reasons.

Colombia’s attitude and the value that it places on the rights of indigenous peoples were demonstrated by its active participation in the negotiations on the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, although that interest was not so clearly observed from some delegations that did not attend the meetings of negotiation.
This resolution deviates from the context and reasons that triggered a widespread citizen mobilization and, thus, does not contribute to the normalization and stability that the Bolivian people are demanding.

The reality is that the crisis in Bolivia stemmed from the electoral fraud that was clearly proven by the Electoral Observation Mission and the Electoral Integrity Analysis, whose findings some, with intentions that were more political than technical, sought unsuccessfully to distort, a test that served to corroborate the seriousness of the integrity analysis, which showed beyond any doubt that on October 20, 2019, there was fraud in the presidential elections in Bolivia.

This resolution is also inconsistent with resolution CP/RES. 1140 (2259/19), “The Situation in Bolivia,” of November 20, which was supported by a much larger number of states than this resolution of December 18, 2019.

Therefore, in this footnote Colombia officially sets out its position, as explained at the meeting of December 18, 2019. This resolution only seeks to create a climate of division, confusion, and false interpretations of the reality in Bolivia, in order to achieve objectives very different from those sought by those countries that hope for observance of the rights of all Bolivians, an end to the widespread violence by all actors, and that elections will be held that restore the confidence and respect of Bolivians, through a transparent electoral process with guarantees and adherence to international standards, as well as with international observation, so that Bolivians can voluntarily elect their president and thus ensure that the right to vote freely and voluntarily is observed.
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10.
… protecting human rights as long as it is a balanced, evidence-based proposal and avoids any kind of bias. We also support the Bolivian Government's willingness to collaborate with an independent, and technical international investigation of the violence that occurred in the country from between September and December 2019, as well as the invitation to the IACHR to conduct an on-site visit. Finally, we reiterate our desire to await the findings of the independent investigation.
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�.	Costa Rica has a tradition of deep commitment to all human rights for all people, to the search for peaceful resolution of conflicts through dialogue, and to democracy. Costa Rica considered …


2.	If taken separately from the context of democratic political transition under way in Bolivia, the elements contained in this resolution would count on the support of Brazil. …


3.	The United States opposes this resolution despite our strong opposition to racism and our support for the rights of the indigenous peoples.  The United States opposes the resolution because it follows …


4.	The Eastern Republic of Uruguay places on record its disagreement with the wording of operative paragraph 2, concerning symbols, traditions and religious practices, on the understanding that only …


5.	The Government of Reconciliation and National Unity of the Republic of Nicaragua firmly supports the condemnation of all forms of racism against the population of the Plurinational …


6.	Bolivia regrets the adoption of a resolution that, utilizing the shared principles of respect for the American Convention on Human Rights, reflects misguided political criteria and does not assist …


7.	Mexico understands that the word “authorities” contained in this resolution includes the current interim executive branch in the Plurinational State of Bolivia.


8.	Ecuador supports as the only way forward in establishing peaceful coexistence in Bolivia, following the electoral fraud that occurred, full respect for human rights and democratic institutions …


9.	Colombia is a multiethnic country. Indeed, Colombia is notable for its broad cultural and ethnic diversity, which is why our Political Constitution is very clear in addressing rights and obligations …


10.	Venezuela places on record its position expressed at the meeting of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States held on December 18, 2019. We support any initiative aimed at …
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