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Record of the regular meeting of December 7, 2007

CP/ACTA 1621/07
/
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1621/07 rev. 3.

2. The democratic process in Bolivia

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Bolivia (CP/INF.5593/07), the Permanent Council considered the topic “The democratic process in Bolivia.”  Said topic was presented by Her Excellency Mrs. Celinda Sosa Lunda, Minister of Justice of Bolivia; and by His Excellency Mr. Héctor Enrique Arze, Vice Minister of Government Coordination of Bolivia; who referred, among other things, to the new Political Constitution of Bolivia. 

The delegations of Canada, the United States, Nicaragua, Argentina, Paraguay, Guatemala, Chile, Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, and Saint Kitts and Nevis commented on the subject, as did the OAS Secretary General.

In conclusion, the Permanent Council agreed:

· To take note of the presentations made by the Minister and the Vice Minister of Justice, as well as of the comments on the topic “The democratic process in Bolivia”; and

· To thank Her Excellency Mrs. Celinda Sosa Lunda, Minister of Justice of Bolivia, and His Excellency Mr. Héctor Enrique Arze, Vice Minister of Justice, for their visit to the Organization of American States.

3. Oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Colombia

Mr. Dante Caputo, Assistant Secretary for Political Affairs of the OAS, in his capacity as Head of Mission, presented an oral report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission that monitored the Colombian elections held on October 28 of the current year. 

In that regard, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the General Secretariat’s report on the Electoral Observation Mission sent to Colombia to monitor the election of governors, mayors, council members, and local administrative boards, as well as of the comments made by delegations; and

· To congratulate the people and Government of Colombia on their October 28 elections. 

4. Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Peru (CP/INF.5576/07), the Permanent Council considered the topic “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.”


After a brief introduction by the Alternate Representative of Peru, the topic was presented by Ms. Lenore García, Director of the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS General Secretariat.


After hearing comments by the delegations of Chile, El Salvador, the United States, Venezuela, Uruguay, Canada, Bolivia, Panama, and Ecuador, the Permanent Council decided, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2164 (XXXVI-O/06):

· To take note of the presentation and comments on the topic “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices”; and

· To forward the minutes of this meeting to the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, the Secretariat for Political Affairs, and other areas of the General Secretariat entrusted with continuing to support the councils of the Organization and the member states in the design and implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.

5. Change in the name of the subregional group of the member countries of the GRUCA

The Permanent Council listened to the statement by Ambassador Francisco Villagrán de León, Permanent Representative of Guatemala (CP/INF.5589/07), in connection with the change in the name of the subregional group of the member countries of the GRUCA, made up of Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama. 

It then decided:

· To note that the subregional group known as GRUCA would now be called the Subregional Group of the Central American Integration System and that its acronym would be SICA; and

· To forward that information to the Office of External Relations, the Office of Public Information, and the Office of Protocol of the OAS so that they would be aware of the change. 

6. Presentation of the third report on justice in the Americas

The Chair of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, Mr. Jaime Arellano, presented the third report on justice in the Americas.  Among other things, he drew attention to “the consensus that the smooth functioning of judicial systems is essential for the consolidation of democracy and the economic and social development of peoples.  For that reason, in recent decades the countries of the Americas have engaged in major processes of judicial reform and modernization.”

Likewise, he referred to the JSCA’s Annual Report for 2007 and its Plan of Activities for 2008.

The Permanent Council listened to comments by delegations on that topic and then decided:
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To take note of the third report on justice in the Americas, presented by the JSCA, and of the comments made by delegations; and

· To forward said report to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for consideration.
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�.	The statements and comments made by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1621/07.
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