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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 

JOINT WORKING GROUP OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI ON THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

(Report presented by the Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS, Edmund Atkins, at the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI celebrated on November 5, 2008)

Resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) “Draft Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of The Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region” adopted during the thirty-fourth regular period of the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which include the principles of social development and establish specific goals that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005. In this meeting, they encouraged “the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.” They also supported and promoted “the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.” 


To carry out this task, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI established a Joint Working Group, which began its work in September 2005.  In resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), and AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08) “Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region” the General Assembly reiterated said mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI. 

Since its establishment, the Joint Working Group has been chaired by Ambassador Jorge Valero, Permanent Representative of Venezuela, Ambassador Mario Alemán, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador Abigail Castro Pérez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, and Ambassador Dennis Antoine, Permanent Representative of Grenada. 

On May 9, 2008, Edmund Atkins, Alternate Representative of the United States, was elected Chair of the Joint Working Group.  The Joint Working Group met ten (10) times between May 13, 2008 and October 23, 2008.  During the first meeting held since the election of the new Chair, the Group negotiated the draft resolution that was presented at the General Assembly in Medellin, Colombia. Subsequent to the General Assembly, and on June 17, 2008, the Chair proposed a methodology to facilitate consensus and advance in the negotiations of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas, through formal meetings scheduled at least twice a month. The Chair proposed holding informal working sessions, open to all members, to clarify positions and serve to reach consensus.  In the proposed methodology, the Chair indicted that the procedure to follow was to consider the text judiciously, chapter-by-chapter, paragraph-by-paragraph, and did not establish a time limit for negotiating a particular article.


During the meetings programmed for this period, the Working Group continued with the consideration of Chapter III of the Social Charter “Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination.”  During this period, the Working Group considered topics such as discrimination and intolerance against indigenous peoples, afro-descendents, and migrant communities (article 4), health (article 5), food (article 6), and education (article 7). 
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In addition, and following the methodology proposed by the Chair for achieving results, the Working Group held five (5) informal meetings during this period. The Chair encouraged the convening of these small informal meetings in order to build and strengthen consensus on those paragraphs on which it was not possible to find consensus in the formal meetings.  


In conclusion, the Chair is very pleased with the progress that the Joint Working Group on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas was able to achieve during his mandate.  The Chair wishes to thank each and every one of the delegates who participated so actively in the meetings for their contributions and their spirit of commitment to the draft Social Charter of the Americas.  In particular, the Chair wishes to single out the exemplary contribution made by the Secretariat to this endeavor.  Ambassador Alfonso Quiñonez, of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development and his team; as well as the team of the Permanent Council, especially Ms. Beatriz Piñeres,  deserve special praise.  Their professionalism and dedication allowed the Working Group to move forward through many important and sensitive issues.  The Chair is forever indebted to them.
Edmund Atkins

Alternate Representative of the United States

Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI

on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
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