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A. OFFICERS

In compliance with Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the General Committee was installed at a meeting held on July 7, 2010.  Comprising one representative from each member state, it was chaired by the Chair and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council in accordance with Article 15 of those Rules of Procedure.

The Committee began its work on February 17, 2011, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States of America to the Organization of American States (OAS), with Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS, serving as Vice Chair.

From April to June 2011, the General Committee was chaired by Ambassador Gillian M.S. Bristol, Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS. The Vice Chair was Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, who, at the Chair’s request, presided over all the meetings held during this period.

B. DISTRIBUTION OF TOPICS

Pursuant to Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure and in accordance with the functions set forth in Article 16 thereof, on July 21, 2010, the Permanent Council agreed that the General Committee would be responsible for considering the mandates contained in seven resolutions adopted at the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly and seven annual reports of organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (CP/doc.4498/10 rev. 2).

C. WORKING MEETINGS

During the period in question, the Committee held eight meetings, received 14 reports, and considered 17 draft resolutions, of which 14 were approved, two were referred to other permanent committees for consideration and one was placed before the Permanent Council for consideration, with the recommendation that it be referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP).  The following is an account of the activities conducted and measures taken at each meeting of the Committee.

At its first meeting, held on February 17, 2011, the General Committee adopted its Work Plan for 2011 and heard the “Report on Implementation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10) (CP/CG-1853/11 and CP/CG-1853/11 add.1).

At the meeting of March 11, the Committee received four reports from the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN):  “Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute to the General Assembly” (CP/doc.4534/11, add. 1, 2, and. 3); “Final Report of the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, September 22, 2009” (CP/doc.4534/11 add. 1); “Final Report of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress and First Pan American Forum of Children” (CP/doc.4534/11 add. 2); and “Inter-American Children’s Institute Report presented in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2548 (XL-O/10), ‘Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and the Internet’”(CP/doc.4534/11 add. 3).

It also received the “Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to the General Assembly” (CP/doc.4530/11) and the “Annual Report of the OAS Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) to the General Assembly” (CP/doc.4539/11), which included the draft resolution, “Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal.”

At this meeting the Committee also heard and took note of the presentation “Proposal for the Process of Costing Draft Resolutions to be Referred to the General Assembly, in accordance with resolutions CP/RES. 965 and CP/RES. 971” (CAAP/GT/RVPP-91/11).

At the meeting of March 25, the Committee received the “Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly” (CP/doc.4540/11) and its accompanying draft resolution. It also received the “Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) to the General Assembly” (CP/doc.4543/11).

At the meeting of April 15, the Committee received four reports pertaining to women: “Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly” (CP/doc.4542/11); “Report on the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’ pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10)” (CP/CG-1855/11 corr. 1); “Report of the Secretary General on Fulfillment of Resolution AG/RES. 2560 (XL-O/10), ‘Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women’” (CP/CG-1863/11); and “Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the ‘Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,’ pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2561 (XL-O/10)” (CP/CG-1856/11 corr. 2).

At that meeting the draft resolution “Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System” (CP/CG-1860/11 rev. 1) was presented by the delegation of Brazil and cosponsored by the delegation of Colombia.  The Committee also began consideration of the following draft resolutions: “Increasing Access to Telecommunications and Information and Communication Technologies through Strengthening of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission” (CP/CG-1858/11 corr. 1) and “Amendments to the Statute of the OAS Administrative Tribunal” (CP/CG-1859/11), which was referred to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) for its views on the costs associated with this proposal.

At the meeting of April 29, the Committee continued its consideration of the draft resolutions  “Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System” (CP/CG-1860/11 rev. 2), approved ad referendum of the delegations of Mexico and Nicaragua, which was withdrawn by both delegations at the Permanent Council meeting of May 18; and “Increasing Access to Telecommunications and Information and Communication Technologies through Strengthening of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission” (CP/CG-1858/11 rev. 2).

Also presented were the following draft resolutions:  “Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy” (CP/CG-1869/11), presented by the delegations of Guatemala, Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, and the Dominican Republic, which was transmitted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH); “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (CP/CG-1867/11 rev. 1), presented by the delegation of Uruguay and cosponsored by the delegations of Bolivia, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Paraguay, and Peru; “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1874/11 rev.1), presented by the delegations of Guatemala, Chile, and Argentina and cosponsored by the delegations of Bolivia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Mexico, and Paraguay; “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/CG-1866/11), presented by the delegation of Mexico and cosponsored by the delegations of Barbados, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Paraguay; “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (CP/CG-1871/11), presented delegation of Mexico and cosponsored by the delegations of Bolivia, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, and Paraguay; ”Promotion of the Rights to Freedom of Assembly and of Association in the Americas (CP/CG-1875/11), presented by the delegation of the United States of America, which was assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for consideration; “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices” (CP/CG-1864/11), presented by the delegation of Colombia and cosponsored by the delegation of Peru; “Protection of the Human Rights of Extracontinental Migrants” (CP/CG-1872/11), presented by the delegation of Panama; “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1868/11), presented by the delegation of Canada and cosponsored by the delegations of Colombia and Peru; “Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission” (CP/CG-1873/11), presented by the delegation of Barbados and cosponsored by the delegations of  The Bahamas, Belize, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago; and “Support for the Regional Colloquium for Female Leaders” (CP/CG-1870/11), presented by the delegation of Trinidad and Tobago.

At the meeting of May 6, the Committee received the draft report of the Permanent Council on “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1877/11) and the following draft resolutions were presented: “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1865/11), presented by the delegation of Mexico, and “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas” (CP/CG-1878/11), presented by the delegation of Colombia and cosponsored by the delegations of Brazil, Costa Rica, and the United States.

At that meeting the following draft resolutions were considered and approved:  “Increasing Access to Telecommunications and Information and Communication Technologies through Strengthening of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission” (CP/CG-1858/11 rev. 3); “Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices” (CP/CG-1864/11 rev. 1), approved ad referendum of the delegation of Mexico, which was withdrawn at the Permanent Council meeting of May 18; “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (CP/CG-1871/11 rev. 1); and “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (CP/CG-1866/11 rev. 2).

Also considered were the following draft resolutions: “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (CP/CG-1867/11 rev. 2); “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1874/11 rev. 2); “Support for the Regional Colloquium for Female Leaders” (CP/CG-1870/11 rev. 1); “Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission” (CP/CG-1873/11 rev. 1); “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1868/11 rev. 1); and “Protection of the Human Rights of Extracontinental Migrants” (CP/CG-1872/11).

The meeting of May 16 was devoted exclusively to consideration of nine draft resolutions: “Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission” (CP/CG-1873/11 rev. 2); “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1868/11 rev. 3); “Protection of the Human Rights of Extra-Regional Migrants” (CP/CG-1872/11 rev. 3); “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1865/11 rev. 1); “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas” (CP/CG-1878/11 rev. 2); “Support for the Regional Colloquium for Female Leaders” (CP/CG-1870/11 rev. 1); “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’" (CP/CG-1874/11 rev. 3); “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (CP/CG-1867/11 rev. 3); and “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1882/11).

At its meeting of May 20, the Committee considered and approved the following draft resolutions: “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1865/11 rev. 1); “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1882/11), presented by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, and Peru and cosponsored by the delegation of Guatemala; “Support for the Regional Colloquium for Female Leaders” (CP/CG-1870/11 rev. 1); “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1874/11 rev. 3); “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (CP/CG-1867/11 rev. 3); “Support for the Work of the Caribbean Sea Commission” (CP/CG-1873/11 rev. 3); “Promotion of Corporate Social Responsibility in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-1868/11 rev. 4); “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas” (CP/CG-1878/11 rev. 3 corr.1); and “Protection of the Human Rights of Extra-Regional Migrants” (CP/CG-1872/11 rev. 4), the title of which was changed to “Attention to Extracontinental Migration Flows with a Human Rights Perspective.”

At that meeting the Committee also took note of the presentation of the report of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) on the costs associated with the proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal and then considered the draft resolution “Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal” (CP/CG-1859/11). The General Committee decided, by consensus, to recommend to the Permanent Council that this draft resolution be assigned to the CAAP for consideration as part of the work to be carried out in preparation for a session of the General Assembly that would be held after the regular session to be held in June 2011, in El Salvador.

D. ANNUAL REPORTS

The General Committee received the annual reports of seven of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.

By way of general observations and recommendations, the General Committee pointed to the presentation, within the statutory timeframe, of all the annual reports, and recognized the work of those bodies in promoting the principles and aims of the Organization and of the inter-American system.  It also urged them to include a section containing quantifiable results achieved in accordance with the provisions of prior General Assembly resolutions and to adopt their reports no at least 120 days before the regular session of the General Assembly.

The Committee’s observations and recommendations on each of the reports follow.

Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) – The Annual Report (CP/doc.4534/11 and add.3) was presented, through videoconferencing, by Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the Institute, at a meeting on March 11, 2011.

Ms. Aguilar Marmolejo pointed to the IIN’s activities in Haiti, including the signature by 15 member states of the “Joint Declaration of the Child Representatives of the Member States on the Situation of Children in Haiti” and the mission conducted in March under her leadership and involving meetings with Haitian Government authorities, the head of the authority on children, and international and civil society organizations.

She reported on the measures taken to strengthen the Institute’s position in the region, mentioning activities carried out with UNICEF, various areas of the OAS General Secretariat, the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID), the Hague Conference on Private International Law, and the Global Children’s Movement-Latin American and Caribbean Chapter, among others.

She also reported that, in keeping with the General Assembly mandate issued in AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99), of June 7, 1999, the Institute presented its report to the Secretary General on measures taken by member states to fight the commercial sexual exploitation of children in the Americas.  On this occasion, the report was given a thematic focus on the link between commercial sexual exploitation of children and the Internet, describing the online environment and its impact on children’s lives.

The delegations in attendance thanked Ms. Aguilar Marmolejo for her presentation and congratulated her on the IIN’s activities on behalf of children in the Americas.

The General Committee took note of the report presented and of the observations and comments expressed by the delegations, and decided they would be transmitted to the Permanent Council with the recommendation to present them to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session.

Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) – The Annual Report of PAHO (CP/doc.4530/11) was presented on March 11 by Ms. Socorro Gross-Galiano, Assistant Director of PAHO.

In her presentation she spoke about the H1N1 pandemic, which she called the ultimate test of the preparedness efforts of countries where PAHO has been providing technical cooperation over recent years, and on the devastating earthquake in Haiti in January 2010.  She said these events show once again how fragile human security is where people are vulnerable and poor.

She also reported on technical cooperation provided by PAHO in 2009 and 2010 to member states in seven of the major areas of human security: economic, food, environmental, personal, community, political, and health.  She emphasized the need for multisectoral approaches in order to address them effectively, since these components of human security are closely related.

She noted PAHO’s efforts in its capacity as coordinator of the Health Action Group organized by the United Nations.  These she called essential for coordinating and prioritizing rescue activities in the health sector.  Its most important contributions were the coordination of foreign medical teams and mobile medical units.  The Organization helped the Haitian health authorities to define a basic set of health services to be provided by the mobile units without charge, organized a referral system to facilitate access to services at various levels of care, established an information system to record the activities of the health units, and coordinated the integration of efforts by various actors working in the mobile units.

She reported that, from 2009 to 2010, the PAHO vaccination program performed a highly important function in two major areas: the Eighth Vaccination Week in the Americas and the regional launch of a vaccine against the pandemic influenza A (H1N1) virus. She also reported that the post of Regional Adviser on Family Violence had been created to support member state activities to reduce gender-based and family violence.

In concluding, Ms. Gross-Galiano emphasized the importance of considering that in a globalized world no person, family, community, or country can be completely secure when the security of others is at grave risk.

The General Committee took note of the report presented and, after hearing the presentation by the Assistant Director of PAHO and the comments and observations of the delegations, congratulated PAHO on its activities on behalf of the health of the American peoples.

The General Committee decided to transmit the report to the Permanent Council for subsequent presentation to the General Assembly at its upcoming regular session.

Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) – The Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4539/11) was presented by its President, Judge Andre Surena, at the meeting of March 11, 2011.

Judge Surena mentioned as one of the main activities described in the report a set of proposed amendments to the Statute of the Tribunal, which he said were approved by the members of the Tribunal. He also informed the General Committee that the Tribunal had presented to the Permanent Council, on May 27, 2010, its observations on the report of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) concerning those amendments.

When considering the draft resolution presented by the TRIBAD (CP/CG-1859/11), at the General Committee meeting of April 15 the delegations requested that, given its budgetary implications and the observations of the Administrative Tribunal, the draft resolution be referred to the CAAP in order to hold the discussions on the proposals in the framework of that Committee.

At the General Committee meeting of May 20, 2011, the Chair of the CAAP reported that the latter had decided to request a fresh legal and administrative analysis to determine whether or not the proposed amendments to the Statute entailed budgetary implications, considering the clarifying statements on the points mentioned by the Administrative Tribunal in its report. Following the relevant analysis, the Chair of the CAAP informed the General Committee that the proposed amendments to the Statute of the Tribunal could increase the Tribunal’s operating costs.

The General Committee decided, by consensus, to recommend to the Permanent Council that this draft resolution be assigned to the CAAP for consideration as part of the work to be carried out in preparation for a session of the General Assembly that would be held after the regular session to be held in June 2011, in El Salvador.

Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) – The Annual Report of CITEL (CP/doc.4540/11) was presented by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, at the meeting of April 25, 2011.

Mr. Baptista reported on the priority topics for CITEL in the 2011–2014 period, grouped into five areas:  deployment of technologies and services, policy and regulatory aspects, security in ICT use, ICT and climate change, and telecommunications in emergency situations.
He emphasized the need to extend coverage to rural, isolated, and unserved areas and to improve international Internet connectivity.  He also commented on the impact of technological evolution on the legal and regulatory framework of telecommunications/ICT, on the single toll-free number for assistance to children in the Americas, on international roaming questions, on the use of ICTs to counteract the effects of climate change, and on ICT use in prevention, mitigation, assistance, and rescue actions, among others.

Mr. Baptista gave a brief presentation on CITEL expenditures, emphasizing the need for existing funds, since nearly 90% of the Regular Fund was used for the salaries of staff in charge of the training and advisory services offered by CITEL.

The delegations thanked Mr. Baptista for his presentation and recognized the work of the Commission, especially in the prevention, mitigation, assistance, and rescue areas, considering the number of natural disasters that have been striking the region.

The General Committee took note of the report presented, and of the observations and comments by the delegations, and decided to transmit them to the Permanent Council for subsequent submission to the General Assembly at its upcoming regular session.

Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) – The Annual Report of the PAIGH (CP/doc.4543/11) was presented by Mr. Santiago Borrero Mutis, Secretary General of the PAIGH, at the meeting of March 25, 2011.

Mr. Borrero reported that the PAIGH agenda for 2010–2020 focuses on climate change, natural disasters, and the territorial system.  He underscored the importance of fostering the development of special databases to support decision-making; of making the warning system more efficient so as to improve response capabilities in disaster situations; and of developing the good geographic information infrastructure required for analysis of associated processes in specific fields, such as soil degradation, impact on biodiversity, forest fires, and occupation of coastal lands and risk zones (including adjacent international areas).

He announced that, with very positive results, and with the devoted cooperation of the editors, the General Secretariat of the PAIGH, since 2005, has been producing its periodic and occasional publications digitally, and is now working to launch the online catalog search function of the Bibliographic Fund, which numbers 229,553 titles. 

He also underscored the PAIGH’s activities in the CAF-PAIGH GeoSUR program, the first geographical portal offering access to geographical data from institutions throughout South America, the innovative proposed research agenda of the Institute for Integration of Research on Climate Change and Hazards in the Americas (PASI), the cooperation agreement between the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) and the PAIGH, preparations for deployment of the Pan American Laboratory for the Observation of Natural Disasters, and support to Haiti.

Mr. Borrero said that with PAIGH resources a total of 177 projects executed by 17 member states had been approved, without an adjustment of maintenance costs.

The delegations recognized the work of the PAIGH and congratulated Mr. Borrero on the Institute’s efficient management of financial resources, emphasizing the financial and administrative sustainability achieved by the Institute.

The Committee thanked the Secretary General for his very thorough report and decided to transmit it to the Permanent Council for presentation to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session.

Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) – The Annual Report of the CIM (CP/doc.4542/11), was presented by Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, at the meeting of April 15, 2011.

She indicated that the report covered activities carried out in 2010 and showed the areas of opportunity and the challenges encountered by the CIM during that year. She noted that the CIM had been a member of the OAS Task Force in Haiti, supporting the mainstreaming of the gender perspective and empowerment for women in decision-making during the planning and execution of response and recovery efforts. 

She also noted that with support from the Secretary General, the Executive Secretariat of the CIM and its work have been strengthened, and that the CIM had become a member of the OAS project evaluation committee, providing assistance for ensuring that the gender perspective is an integral component of the Organization’s technical work.

Finally, the Executive Secretary of the CIM recommended that work continue on the following:

· Harmonization of national laws and policies with commitments undertaken at the regional/international level

· Strategies to strengthen the CIM as a hemispheric policy forum

· Implementation and follow-up of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP)

· Citizen security based on women’s rights and gender equality

The delegations pointed to the intensive work carried out by the CIM, stated their support for its efforts, and reaffirmed their commitment to continue working on gender mainstreaming and on implementation and follow-up of the IAP.

The Chair congratulated the CIM on its work to promote women’s rights in the Hemisphere and, especially, on its assistance in mainstreaming the gender perspective within the General Secretariat.

The Committee decided to take note of the reports presented, as well as of the observations and comments offered by the delegations, and decided to transmit them to the Permanent Council for their subsequent presentation to the General Assembly at its upcoming regular session.

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) – The Annual Report of the IICA (CP/doc.4544/11) was received and published on March 7, 2011.  No observations or comments were offered by member states.
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José Enrique Castillo Barrantes

Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS
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