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NOTE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL

Bearing in mind that only one more meeting is scheduled to negotiate the six remaining chapters of proposals contained in the Appendix to document CP/doc.4813/12 rev. 1, the Chair of the Permanent Council considers that the Council will not have time to complete its review.

For that reason, and to comply with the mandate assigned by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba, Plurinational State of Bolivia, in 2012, the Chair submitted a draft resolution on March 6 for consideration by the delegations (CP/doc.4835/13). 

Adjustments and amendments have been made to that document submitted, taking into account the preliminary comments made by some delegations and incorporating paragraphs from the Declaration of Guayaquil, adopted at the First Conference of States Parties to the American Convention on Human Rights, held on March 11, 2013. Those proposals are reflected both in the preamble and in the operative section.

This Chair is open to hear preliminary proposals on this draft, as long as the Secretariat is responsible for translating the text and distributing it to the delegations.

This Chair reiterates his willingness and readiness to present outcomes from the Permanent Council's process of deliberations to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth special session, scheduled for March 22, 2013.

DRAFT RESOLUTION
OF THE FORTY-FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(Presented by the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING THAT:

On January 25, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System (document AG/doc.5310/12);

On June 5, 2012, at its forty-second regular session held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) "Follow-up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System," through which it welcomed the report of the Working Group and instructed the Permanent Council, on the basis of the report, to draw up proposals for its application in dialogue with all the parties involved, to be presented for the consideration of the General Assembly at a special session thereof, to be held no later than the first quarter of 2013;

On February 6, 2013, the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 1009 (1894/13), "Place and date of the Forty-fourth Special Session of the General Assembly," through which it resolved "that the forty-fourth special session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States to consider proposals for the application of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System (document AG/doc.5310/12) will be held at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization on Friday, March 22, 2013";

Reaffirming the importance of implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System”;

APPRECIATING the concern of the States and users of the system to perfect the inter-American human rights system, and taking into account the replies of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the Permanent Council regarding the recommendations of the Special Working Group; and

CONSIDERING:

That accession to and ratification of the American Convention on Human Rights and the declaration of acceptance of jurisdiction of the Court are incontrovertible demonstrations of the states’ commitment to the ideals and principles that inspire and underlie the integrity of the inter-American human rights system;
That the states parties should assume their responsibility over the inter-American system and adapt it to the demands arising from its evolution towards more equitable and transparent forms of management;
RECOGNIZING:

RECOGNIZING that the inter-American human rights system needs to be developed in a manner consistent with the region’s new democratic, political, social, and institutional reality, in light of which it is the states’ responsibility to guide their mechanisms to that end;
That the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has made significant effort to implement the General Assembly recommendations to strengthen the system; and
HAVING SEEN documents CP/INF.6585/12, "Document on Financially Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System"; CP/INF.6604/12, "Proposals for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System"; CP/INF.6541/12 corr.1, "Reply of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States regarding the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System"; CP/doc.4813/12 rev.1, "Proposed draft resolution for the special session of the General Assembly and its appendix: Measures for implementing the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System"; CP/doc.4824/13, "Draft Amendments to the Rules of Procedure, Policies, and Practices of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, which were open for public consultation this past February 15"; CP/doc.4821/13 rev. 6 and add. 1-6, which contain the "Proposals of the Chair of the Permanent Council for Implementing the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System," as well as all the proposals presented by the OAS member states and the parties involved,
RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the replies of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to the Permanent Council regarding the recommendations of the Special Working Group and the amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR approved on March …, 2013 during its 147th period of sessions, and to request that it implement those that are compatible with the American Convention on Human Rights. 
2. To charge the IACHR with preparing a Plan of Action for implementing the recommendations addressed to it in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System, adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, as they appear in document AG/doc.5310/12 and which have still to be implemented.

3. To instruct the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to strengthen efforts to promote human rights, through support for national systems.
4. To propose, based on the principle of the indivisibility of human rights, that all rapporteurships be considered special and to ensure financing to fully implement the objectives of each.
5. To request the Secretary General to submit a detailed analysis of the operating costs of the organs of the IAHRS.
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To urge the states parties to take full responsibility for financing the system, through the OAS regular budget and through voluntary contributions from the member states of the Organization, and to also consider voluntary contributions that are untied or not earmarked.
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