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The Secretary of the Permanent Council of the Organization presents his compliments to the permanent missions and is pleased to announce that the Chair, pursuant to General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07), paragraph, 1 has convened a special meeting on the topic “Civil Society Organizations and the Protection of Human Rights and Promotion of Democracy,” for Thursday, March 13, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in the Simón Bolívar Room.
DRAFT PROGRAM
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
“CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS AND THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
AND PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY”

[AG/RES. 2351 (XXXVII-O/07)]
(Considered at the meeting held on March 12, 2008)
Date:
Thursday, March 13, 2008
Time:
2:30 p.m.

Place:
Simón Bolívar Room
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2:30 p.m.
Opening remarks:

· Ambassador Cornelius A. Smith, Permanent Representative of The Bahamas to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Council

· Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) 
2:40 p.m.
Introduction to the topic:
· Diego García Sayán, Judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

3:00 p.m.
Best practices:
a. Presentations by member states on best practices that serve to strengthen participation of civil society organizations in the areas of human rights and democracy promotion
· Presentations by OAS regional coordinators 

b. Participation by civil society organizations in activities of the OAS relating to human rights and democracy promotion
· Presentation, Secretariat for Political Affairs, OAS General Secretariat

· Presentation, Executive Secretariat, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

c. Presentations by civil society

4:30 p.m.
Dialogue with civil society; conclusions and recommendations
5:10 p.m.
Closing remarks
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