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/
(Approved during the meeting of January 29, 2013)

FUNDING REQUEST FOR A WORKING MEETING OF THE IACHR

Background to the request
By resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) the General Assembly decided to follow up on the recommendations of the Permanent Council's Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System and instructed the Permanent Council to draw up proposals for their application in dialogue with all the parties involved, in this case, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
In keeping with the requests of the states, on October 23, 2012, the President of the IACHR sent the Permanent Council the Commission’s response to the Council on the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the IACHR with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System.
Since submitting its response to the Permanent Council, the IACHR has held and taken part in a number of dialogue forums with member states, civil society organizations, and independent experts, including two public hearings held on October 31, 2012, as well as a presentation to the Permanent Council at the latter's meeting on November 7 that year.

Subsequently, in a communication of November 15, 2012, the President of the IACHR informed the Permanent Council of the next steps proposed in the reform of the regulations, policies, and institutional practices on which the Commission has embarked:
a. Publication of the proposed regulatory amendments for consultation with all actors in the system;
b. Opening of a short period to receive comments on the proposed amendments;
c. Upon conclusion of the short period of consultation, consideration by the IACHR of the comments received and a decision on the reform of the Rules of Procedure, policies and practices; and

d. Public announcement of the regulatory amendments and of their date of entry into force. 

e. Publication of the proposed regulatory amendments for consultation with all actors in the system.  The Commission estimates that it will complete this stage in November 2012;

f. Opening of a short period to receive comments on the proposed amendments;
g. Upon conclusion of the short period of consultation, consideration by the IACHR of the comments received and a decision on the reform of the Rules of Procedure, policies and practices; and

h. Public announcement of the regulatory amendments and of their date of entry into force.
Purpose of the request 
In order to move forward with the reform of its Rules of Procedure, policies, and institutional practices, the Commission decided to hold a working meeting in San José, Costa Rica, on February 8 and 9, 2013,
/ the cost of which is estimated at $56,420.00 (see table below).  The Commission chose the above place and date for the meeting because the Inter-American Court Human Rights will be in session and the Commission and the Court, as the principal organs of the inter-American human rights system, propose to hold a joint meeting to reflect on ways to strengthen said system.  In turn, from a budgetary perspective, holding the two activities in San José constitutes a rational use of resources. It is worth noting that the estimated cost of the meeting in Washington, D.C., is $77,256.00.

Given that the Regular Fund resources approved in the OAS 2013 program-budget are only sufficient to cover the first two sessions of the IACHR, and that this working meeting was programmed after the program budget was adopted by the General Assembly, through the General Secretariat, the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) is hereby requested to grant approval for the release of funds, as provided in resolution AG/RES. 2202 (XXXVI-O/06) for unprogrammed meetings.
Estimated cost of the meeting
	Expenses summary for the special meeting of the IACHR

	February 8 and 9
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	Costa Rica
	Washington, D.C.

	Commissioners’ travel and honoraria
	 
	 $  22,520.00 
	
	 $  26,756.00 

	IACHR staff travel
	 
	 $    6,900.00 
	
	 $                 -   

	Translation and interpretation
	 
	 $  15,000.00 
	
	 $  43,000.00 

	Other logistical support
	 
	 $  12,000.00 
	
	 $    7,500.00 

	 
	
	 
	 
	
	 

	Total
	 
	 
	 $  56,420.00 
	 
	 $  77,256.00 


Finally, the Commission trusts that the results of the reform of its regulations, policies, and institutional practices will contribute to the activities entrusted by AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) to the Permanent Council on the workings of the IACHR with a view to strengthening the inter-American system for protection and promotion of human rights.
SUMMARY





The General Secretariat submitted to the CAAP at its meeting of January 17, 2013, a financing proposal for a meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights under Subprogram 123-C, “OAS Unprogrammed Meetings,” which will take place in San José, Costa Rica, on February 8 and 9, 2013.





In the course of the discussion on the matter, several delegations requested additional information about the meeting and its budget.  Further to those requests, the General Secretariat is pleased to submit an itemized budget as well as background information on the meeting and its objectives.
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�.	The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela expresses its reservation to the financing of the proposed meeting of the IACHR as it believes that it prejudges the outcome of the ongoing process mandated by resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) on the workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, held in Cochabamba in 2012.


�.	Article 16 of the Statute of the IACHR provides, “The Commission may move to and meet in the territory of any American State when it so decides by an absolute majority of votes, and with the consent, or at the invitation of the government concerned.”





