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BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
Record of the meeting held on September 9, 2009
The Chair, Ambassador María Zavala, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, called the Committee meeting to order and submitted the order of business, document CP/CAAP-3024/09, for consideration.  The ambassador noted that during the day, a request was received from the General Secretariat to change the order of presentations, to make the Report on Fundraising: Permanent Observers, the first item on the agenda, thus moving the presentation and analysis of the report on indirect cost recovery to item 2 on the agenda, without changing item 3 on the agenda.  The order of business was adopted with the above-mentioned changes and without comment from delegations.
1.
Report on Fundraising: Permanent Observers
Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2437 (XXXVIII-O/08), Ms. Irene Klinger, Director, Department of International Affairs, presented the Report on Fundraising: Permanent Observers, which was distributed to the member states as document CP/CAAP-3014/09.  Ms. Klinger’s presentation was circulated as document CP/CAAP/INF.25/09, after the meeting. 

The delegations of Colombia, USA, Mexico, Grenada, Chile, and the Dominican Republic asked the Department of International Affairs questions and made comments about the subject, and Ms. Klinger provided answers and additional comments. 

The CAAP thanked the Department of International Affairs for the Report on Fundraising: Permanent Observers, and took note of both the report and comments by member states. The CAAP also thanked the permanent observers for their invaluable contributions to the Organization.  Finally, the CAAP decided to refer the report to the Working Group to prepare the draft resolution on the program-budget.
2.
Presentation and analysis of the report on indirect cost recovery since its inception in May 2007
Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2437 (XXXVIII-O/08), the Secretariat for Administration and Finance presented its report on indirect cost recovery since its inception in May 2007.  The report was distributed to all delegations as document CP/CAAP-3023/09.  The presentation was circulated by the Secretariat for Administration and Finance as document CP/CAAP/INF.26/09, after the meeting.
The delegations of Colombia, Canada, Mexico, USA, Jamaica, Grenada, and Dominican Republic asked questions of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance and made comments on the topic, and Ambassador Almaguer, Secretary for Administration and Finance, provided answers and additional comments.
The CAAP thanked the Secretariat for Administration and Finance for the report on indirect cost recovery policies and took note of the both the report and comments by member states. The CAAP also decided to refer the report to the Working Group to prepare the draft resolution on the program-budget in order for a text on the subject to be included in the draft resolution on the 2010 program-budget, which instructs the General Secretariat to continue identifying and focusing, as far as possible, indirect costs from specific funds received by the Organization so they can be used more efficiently and effectively.

3. Report on fundraising for external resources to support the activities of the Organization and other contributions to building maintenance and improvements

Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2437 (XXXVIII-O/08), Ambassador Adam Blackwell, Secretary for External Relations, gave an oral report on external fundraising to support the activities of the Organization.
The Secretary of External Relations focused in general on the challenges ahead and how the Secretariat for External Relations was preparing itself to tackle those challenges, both internally within the General Secretariat, and at the level of permanent observers and other partners. The Secretary of External Relations said that a detailed fundraising strategy for the Organization was being worked on for presentation to the member states shortly.  The Secretary indicated that this strategy was being developed in keeping with the mandates given to the OAS and includes, among other things, the issue of repairs to the Organization’s buildings.
Finally, the Secretary noted that, despite economic difficulties, it was important for the Organization to continue investing in fundraising efforts.
The delegations of the United States and Canada asked the Secretariat for External Relations questions and made comments on the subject, and Ambassador Blackwell provided answers and additional comments.
The CAAP thanked the Secretariat for External Relations for the oral report and noted both the presentation and interventions of member states, and decided to forward the verbal report to the Working Group to prepare the draft resolution on the program-budget.
4.
Other business
Before giving the delegations the floor, the Chair reminded them that on August 20 the CAAP had considered the use of the resources of the Capital Building Fund to carry out some immediate work on OAS buildings, the subsequent agreement on which is included in document CP/CAAP-3022/09. The agreement was adopted ad referendum at that time owing to the lack of the quorum required under Article 17 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, which states that decisions in budgetary matters must be approved by two thirds of member states. At its meeting of August 20, there were 23 delegations in attendance.
With the required quorum,
/ the CAAP ratified the August 20 agreement on the use of resources from the Capital Building Fund (document CP/CAAP-3022/09 rev. 1).
There being no comments, the meeting was adjourned.
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�.	Pursuant to Article 17 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council, decisions on matters of budget require the approval of two-thirds of the member states. At the meeting on September 9, there were 27 delegations in attendance:  Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Venezuela. 














