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BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Summary of the meeting of August 31, 2010

The Vice Chair, Minister Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, declared the Committee meeting open and submitted the order of business, document CP/CAAP-3072/10, for consideration.  There being no comments by the delegations, the order of business was adopted without changes.
1. Election of Vice Chair

Pursuant to Article 28.a of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Committee then proceeded with the election of its second vice chair, which election was pending from the last meeting.  The delegation of Argentina nominated Ms. Nicola Virgill-Rolle, Alternate Representative of the Bahamas as Second Vice Chair.  The delegations of Grenada and Panama seconded the nomination.  The candidate was elected by acclamation.
The Chair congratulated Ms. Virgill-Rolle on her election and reminded the delegations that, as had been decided at the last meeting of the CAAP, she would also chair the Working Group to Prepare the Draft Resolution on the Program-Budget for 2011.

2. Presentation of the OAS Quarterly Management Report (April to June 2010)

In keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09), Ambassador Frank Almaguer, Secretary for Administration and Finance of the OAS General Secretariat, and the staff of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance, presented the quarterly report on management of the Organization’s resources for the period from April to June 2010, which was distributed as document CP/CAAP-3067/10.  The Secretariat offered a detailed explanation of the contents of the report.
The member states exchanged views with the Secretariat concerning the report and other issues. Notable topics included: the indirect cost recovery policy, the section on improvements and efficiencies in the General Secretariat, the issue of transfer of appropriations between chapters, and various other matters on which member states requested clarification.

The CAAP decided to take note of the report presented by the Secretariat for Administration and Finance and of the comments of member states.
3. Presentation of the estimates of the financial impact of resolutions adopted at the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 971 (1751/10)

Mr. Ricardo Graziano, Director of the Department of Planning and Evaluation of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance, presented document CP/CAAP-3071/10, which contains the estimates of the financial impact of resolutions adopted at the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 971 adopted in April 2010.

The Secretariat offered a detailed explanation of the contents of the report and centered on the following specific topics:  (1) Discussion of the background to the process; (2) explanation of the internal costing procedures in the Secretariat; (3) breakdown of the information sources for the costs estimate; and, (4) considerations on how to interpret the information.


The delegations offered observations and comments on the document prepared by the Secretariat and on the presentation given.  A number of delegations requested clarification and additional information on the costing process for mandates and resolutions, as well as further information about the training process for costing draft resolutions to be referred to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly. 

The CAAP decided to take note of the presentation given by the Secretariat for Administration and Finance and of the comments of member states.  The CAAP also decided that the document and the discussions thereon should serve for the work that the Committee must do during the current session on the process of costing draft resolutions for implementation of resolution CP/RES. 965 in preparation for the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly.
4. Other business

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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