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BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

Record of the meeting held on October 12, 2010

The Chair, Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, called the Committee meeting to order and submitted the order of business, document CP/CAAP-3074/10 rev. 1, for consideration.  Without comment from the delegations, the agenda was approved without amendment.

1. Installation of the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs and election of its Chair
The Chair reminded the delegations that the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs was established in August 2009 to implement the Work Plan of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) for the review of OAS programs, as reflected in document CP/CAAP-2988/09 rev. 3, with a view to establishing a medium-term process to review the 2011 program-budget and subsequent ones, which also includes requests from member states to have a results-oriented budget.

The Chair said that during the current period this Working Group will be responsible for implementing the mandates contained in resolution CP/RES. 971 “Amendment of resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733-1709): “Templates to be Used by the Permanent Council for Resolutions to be Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration,” to follow up on resolution CP/RES. 965.  The Working Group should also continue with the exercise of prioritizing mandates as well as the exercise of realignment of activities and austerity measures.

Without any comments from the delegations, the Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs was installed for the 2010-2011 period.  The CAAP then proceeded to elect the Chair of the Working Group, in accordance with Article 28.b of the Permanent Council’s Rules of Procedures. The delegation of Chile nominated Counselor Pierre Giroux, Alternate Representative of Canada to the OAS, for the post of Chair of the Working Group.  The motion was seconded by the delegate of Panama, and the election was done by acclamation.

The Chair congratulated Counselor Giroux on his election and pledged his support for the tasks to be carried out by the Working Group. Counselor Giroux expressed appreciated for being elected, and gave an overview of the work to be undertaken by the Working Group during the current period.

2. Allocation of funds for the Third Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC)

The Chair informed delegations that on September 27, the Chair of the CAAP received a note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil concerning the Third Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), for which the Lima General Assembly had given approval through resolution AG/RES. 2576.  The Conference has been scheduled for Brasilia from December 9 to 10, 2010. The Chair stated that in the note the Chair of the CAAP was being requested to allocate resources to hold the meeting, taking into account the need for the preparatory process to begin as soon as possible.  In keeping with resolution CP/RES. 872 of 2004, the budget allocation would be for an amount up to US$36,683.00, as this was a two-day meeting away from headquarters.


The Chair reminded delegations that, in resolution AG/RES. 2202 (XXXVI-O/06) “Meetings of the Organization of American States Funding Criteria and Budgetary Guidelines,” the General Assembly adopted funding criteria and budgetary guidelines for the use of resources allocated under Subprogram 22 I of the program-budget of the Organization to pay for services for unprogrammed meetings, indicating that the subprogram was not created to finance sequential or preparatory meetings.  In this regard, the Chair informed the delegations that, taking these premises of resolution AG/RES. 2202 into account, it had, through the Secretariat of the CAAP, contacted the Secretariat for Administration and Finance which has confirmed verbally and in writing that the SAF would take the necessary steps internally to allocate resources to finance the Third Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC.


The delegate of Brazil asked the Chair and the Secretariat about resources to finance preparatory meetings for this Conference, an issue that had also been included in the note sent on September 27, 2010.  In response, the Secretariat indicated that it would need more information on the cost of the preparatory meetings.  The Chair of the CAAP requested the delegation of Brazil to send the Secretariat the budget for the preparatory meetings.


As there were no further comments, the CAAP took note of the information provided, noting as well that the Secretariat for Administration and Finance would allocate the necessary resources, as soon as possible, to finance the Third Conference of States Parties to the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, to be held from December 9 to 10 in Brasilia, for an amount of up to US$36,683.00.

3. Other business

There being no further comments, the meeting was adjourned.
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