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PERMANENT MISSION OF COSTA RICA

TO THE 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

CROEA-112-08

November 5, 2008

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica of the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Permanent Council Secretariat and has the honor to kindly request that the permanent missions be apprised of the content of Note CROEA-111-08, attached hereto.

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Permanent Council Secretariat assurances of its highest consideration.

Permanent Council Secretariat 

Organization of American States
PERMANENT MISSION OF COSTA RICA

TO THE 

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

CROEA-111-08

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and has the honor to express appreciation for the draft thematic agenda prepared for the Special Meeting scheduled for December 5, 2008, pursuant to the mandate arising from the resolution “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law” [AG/RES. 2433 (XXXVIII-O/08)], adopted by OAS General Assembly last June at the fourth plenary session of its thirty-eighth regular session.


The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States, while recognizing the importance of holding that Special Meeting and preparing its respective program, wishes to emphasize the relevance of the draft thematic agenda initially proposed by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, especially the three sections proposed on: progress reports by the states on the implementation of international humanitarian law in the Americas; current challenges in humanitarian operations; and advances in the past year in the implementation of international humanitarian law treaties in force.

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica to the Organization of American States also wishes to draw the attention of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to the fact that, in accordance with the express mandate contained in operative paragraphs 21 and 22 of said resolution, the Special Meeting must also contain a section for dialogue on topics of current interest to the states, specifically, the humanitarian consequences of cluster munitions, the participation of private sector security firms in armed conflicts, and improvement of the use of national humanitarian law committees, among other possible topics of current interest in international humanitarian law specifically indicated in said resolution.
Chair of the 

Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Permanent Council 

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Accordingly, in addition to the topics already included on the draft thematic agenda contributed and distributed, the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica kindly requests the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to include an additional section precisely setting out the topics specifically indicated in the mandate conferred on that Committee by the General Assembly.

The Permanent Mission of Costa Rica avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 4, 2008

REFERENCE:

MANDATE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
21.
To instruct the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting with a high-level dialogue component, with support from the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and in cooperation with the ICRC, on topics of current interest in international humanitarian law, prior to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.

22.
To invite member states to continue, within the high-level dialogue of the special meeting and in pertinent forums, the discussion of topics of interest, such as the humanitarian consequences of cluster munitions, the participation of private sector security firms in armed conflicts, improvement of national committees on international humanitarian law, and other topics.
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