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DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

(Presented by the delegation of Panama, and cosponsored by Chile and Ecuador)

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2009)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:

The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, adopted in Guatemala on June 7, 1999, which entered into force on September 14, 2001, and has been ratified by 17 member states; and 

Resolution AG/RES. 2366 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities”;


HAVING SEEN the report of the Second Meeting of the Committee, held on July 28 and August 1, 2008, in Brasilia, Federative Republic of Brazil (CEDDIS/doc.44/08 rev. 1, of August 16, 2008); and

CONSIDERING the progress with its work made by the Committee at the Second Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, which will enable a Third Meeting of the Committee to be held,

RESOLVES:

1.
To thank the people and Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil for the generous hospitality they provided and for their steadfast and effective support, which contributed to the success of the Second Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

2.
To congratulate the progress the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities on the progress made, and to encourage it to convene its Third Meeting for the second half of 2009, in order to complete the drafting of the report on the gradual implementation of the Convention, especially its Article VI, and of Article 20 of the Committee’s Rules of Procedure, to enable said report to be forwarded to the General Assembly, for its information, at its next regular session, and to make possible the adoption of the document on the parameters for measuring progress in the implementation of the Convention by the states.

3.
To request the states parties to the Inter-American Convention, other OAS member states and observers, and international and national organizations to contribute to the Specific Fund made up of voluntary contributions, the “Specific Fund for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” to supplement the financing of the activities of the Committee and its Technical Secretariat, the Department of International Law of the General Secretariat of the OAS, and to allow for participation by representatives appointed by those states parties that, owing to special circumstances, are unable to finance such participation, urging the OAS Secretary General to use his good offices to encourage all above-mentioned players to contribute to the Fund.

4.
To note with satisfaction the adoption by the Permanent Council of resolution CP/RES. 947 (1683/09), of March 18, 2009, by which are adopted the Rules of Procedure governing operations of the Fund referred to in the preceding paragraph.

5.
To invite civil society organization representing persons with disabilities and their families to forward to the Committee such information as they deem relevant regarding steps taken by the states parties to the Inter-American Convention to implement that Convention, so that Committee members may in turn take that information into account.

6.
To request the Secretary General to continue, through the Department of International Law, which serves as the Technical Secretariat of the Committee, supporting the tasks assigned to the Committee, giving preference to OAS headquarters as the site of its meetings.

7.
To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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