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BIOGRAPHIES OF PRESENTERS
Juan Carlos Murillo Gonzáles is the Regional Legal Advisor and Head of the Regional Unit of the UNHCR Office for the Americas, based in San José, Costa Rica, since 2000. He has been an Official of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees since 1991.
He has been a UNHCR Protection Officer in Turkey and Guatemala, and is UNHCR Regional Legal Advisor for Northern South America, based in Caracas, Venezuela.

He has written several articles on the issue of international protection for refugees, human rights, and migration in various specialized magazines, and participates actively as a trainer in UNHCR training programs in the Americas. He is a visiting professor of international refugee law at the University of La Paz (Master's program in human rights); University of Santa Clara, California, USA (Master's in human rights); the Raoul Wallenberg Institute (Switzerland); the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (Nansen Lecturer); and for the Course on International Law organized by the Organization of American States' (OAS) Inter-American Juridical Committee in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
A lawyer and a notary public, Juan Carlos Murillo Gonzáles is a graduate of the Faculty of Law, University of Costa Rica. He is a Costa Rican citizen.
Leslie E. Vélez is the Senior Protection Officer at the UNHCR Regional Office in Washington, where she leads the U.S. Protection Unit.  

Prior to joining UNHCR in May 2012, she was the director of Access to Justice at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS).  There Leslie oversaw LIRS’ legal and social service programs which provide services to refugees, asylum-seekers, torture survivors, and other immigrants in, and released from, detention.  Prior to joining LIRS in 2007, Leslie was in private practice in El Paso, Texas, and Washington, DC, and dedicated extensive time to pro bono representation of individuals in immigration proceedings.  She has been an active member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association and served on two AILA national committees along with serving as a board member for multiple immigration organizations.
She received her J.D. from The Catholic University of America in 2002, her B.A. from the University of Texas, and recently graduated with a Masters in International Human Rights Law at the University of Oxford (Kellogg College, Oxford, England).

José Xavier Samaniego is Deputy Regional Representative with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Regional Delegation for Central America, Cuba, and Mexico. 

He has 19 years of experience with the UNHCR, where he has served as Principal Regional Operations Manager, in the Office of the UNHCR Deputy Director for the Americas; Head of the UNHCR Regional Office in Panama; Regional Manager in the Americas Bureau in Geneva (Switzerland); Chief Operating Officer in Luanda (Angola); Regional Program Officer at the offices in Buenos Aires (Argentina) and Caracas (Venezuela); Program Officer at the offices in Comitán (Mexico), Brasilia (Brazil); and Chief of the Field Office in Nenton (Guatemala).

He holds an economics degree from the Catholic University of Quito, Ecuador, and diplomas in International Relations from the Institute of Political Sciences of Paris, France, and a Master's degree in International Economics and Development Economics from the University of Paris I, France.

He began his career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Quito, Ecuador, in the 1980s. In October 1989, he joined Doctors Without Borders, in France, as Missions Administrator, and became Project Manager in the Office in Brussels, Belgium.

A citizen of Ecuador, José Samaniego is fluent in English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish, his native language.
Pamela Goldberg is a Protection Officer with the U.S. Protection Unit at the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Regional Office in Washington, D.C., and has been in the office since the fall of 2007.

Ms. Goldberg leads the U.S. Protection Unit, which serves as a resource to policymakers in drafting and implementing refugee protection measures, monitors U.S. compliance with international standards of refugee protection, and assists asylum seekers and their representatives in presenting claims in the U.S.  Among her areas of expertise are gender and human rights issues and issues concerning children in the context of refugee and asylum law.  She also focuses on the interpretation and application of international refugee law in the U.S. context.

Before coming to UNHCR she served on the faculty of the City University of New York School of Law for many years and has worked as an independent consultant for organizations such as the Open Society Institute, the American Bar Association, and the Ford Foundation.

Before coming to UNHCR she served on the faculty of the City University of New York School of Law for many years and has worked as an independent consultant for organizations such as the Open Society Institute, the American Bar Association and the Ford Foundation.

Mr. Buti Kale is a Deputy Regional Representative at United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Regional Office in Washington, D.C., and has been working with UNHCR since 1992.

He has held assignments in Burundi, Tanzania, the United States of America, Canada, Congo (DR) and Côte d’Ivoire. He has also undertaken several missions, including leading a team of lawyers to determine the status of Rwandan refugees in Angola.  Mr. Kale is a resource person for the UN Early Warning and Preventive Measures Capacity Building Course and has trained UN, Government and NGO officials in several countries, including Senegal, Papua New Guinea, Cameroon, and South Africa. 

Before his reassignment to Washington DC, USA, in December 2009, as Deputy Regional Representative, Mr. Kale was the Deputy Representative for UNHCR Côte d’Ivoire and has served for several months as Representative ad interim pending the arrival of the newly appointed Representative. 

Mr. Kale is a lawyer who earned Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Public Law at the Université de Franche-Comté in Besançon, France, and a Master of Philosophy in Public International Law at the Université de Nancy II (France), where he also obtained his Doctorate in Public International Law (specialising in Conflict Resolution).

Mr. Kale is fluent in English and French.

Stephen Vasciannie is the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Jamaica to the United States of America.  He is also Jamaica’s Permanent Representative to the Organization of American States (OAS), and served in the capacity of Chair of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States from July to September 2012.

Before entering the Jamaican Diplomatic Service, Ambassador Vasciannie served as the Principal of the Norman Manley Law School, University of the West Indies, Mona.  He also served as a member of the United Nations International Law Commission and as the Editor of the West Indian Law Journal.

Stephen Vasciannie was appointed Professor of International Law by the University of the West Indies in 2002, and was Head of the Department of Government at the University from 2004 to 2007.  He has also served as a Deputy Solicitor General of Jamaica, and represented his country on matters concerning International Law, air policy issues and human rights, among other things.  He attended the Universities of the West Indies, Oxford and Cambridge, and served as a Research Fellow at St. Catharine’s College, Cambridge.

Visit http://www.oas.org/dil/refugees_courses.htm for updates. 
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