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PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CP/CAJP-3313/15


14 May 2015

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

DRAFT RESOLUTION

ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE, AND JUSTICE STUDIES CENTER OF THE AMERICAS
(Presented by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the “Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly 2014-2015” (AG/doc.XXXX/15), in particular the section on the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP); 


RECALLING the resolutions assigned to the CAJP in the “List of Resolutions of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) for the Period 2007-2012” (document CP/CAJP/INF.188/13); 


CONSIDERING that the programs, activities, and tasks set out in the resolutions within the purview of the CAJP help further the essential purposes of the Organization enshrined in the Charter of the Organization of American States; 


REAFFIRMING the norms and principles of international law and those contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States; 


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2849 (XLIV-O/14);


BEARING IN MIND that Article 54.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that the General Assembly has the power to consider, inter alia, the observations and recommendations presented by the Permanent Council on the reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization, in accordance with the provisions of Article 91.f of the Charter; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


The “Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Observations and Recommendations of Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the Year 2014” (CP/CAJP-XXXX/15), the “Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Member States’ Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) for the Year 2014” (CP/CAJP-XXXX/15), the “Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Member States’ Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for the Year 2014” (CP/CAJP-XXXX/15), and the “Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Member States’ Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) for the Year 2014” (CP/CAJP-xxx/15), all of which are contained in the “Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly 2014-2015” (AG/doc.XXXX/15); 


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to the Forty-Fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.5101/15), as well as the presentation thereon by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Judge Humberto Sierra Porto, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on March 26, 2015;

The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to the Forty-Fifth Regular Session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.5110/15), as well as the presentation thereon by the President of the IACHR, Commissioner Rose-Marie Belle Antoine, to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on May 7, 2015; and

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Juridical Committee presented its Annual Report (CP/doc.5094/15) to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on February 5, 2015 and throughout the year delivered several presentations to that Committee on its various reports; 

MINDFUL of the 2014 Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) (CP/doc.5104/15) and the presentation by Executive Director Jaime Arellano to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on April 30, 2015,

RESOLVES:


1.
To renew to the Permanent Council and to the General Secretariat the applicable current mandates contained in past resolutions of the General Assembly assigned to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and mentioned in the preamble of this resolution. 


2.
To urge the member states of the Organization to continue contributing to the attainment of the objectives established in said resolutions through the development and execution of activities, the submission of reports, the exchange of information, the adoption of measures and policies, and cooperation, support, and mutual assistance; and to instruct the General Secretariat to provide necessary support to those ends. 

3. To urge member states to consider the signature and ratification, as appropriate, of the American Convention on Human Rights and the other instruments of the system, including the acceptance of the binding jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, with a view to universalization of the inter-American human rights system.
4. Take note of the "Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Observations and Recommendations of Member States on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the Year 2014" (CP/CAJP-XXXX/15), the "Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Member States’ Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for the Year 2014" (CP/CAJP-xxxx/15), the "Report of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the Member States’ Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) for the year 2014" (CP/CAJP-xxxx/15), and the "Report of the Committee on Affairs Juridical and Political Affairs on the Member States’ Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) for the Year 2014 "(CP/CAJP-xxx/15).

5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth regular session on the implementation of the mandates contained in this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 

I.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

6. To reaffirm its commitment to attain full financing of the inter-American human rights system through the Regular Fund of the Organization of American States (OAS), without prejudice to the financing of the other mandates of the Organization. While that commitment is fulfilled, to invite member states, observer states, and other institutions to continue making voluntary contributions, preferably not earmarked, in the framework of the 2011-2015 Guidelines of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.  They are also urged to contribute to the Victims’ Legal Assistance Fund, and to call upon those states that have not yet reimbursed the Fund for costs incurred, to do so at their earliest convenience. In that context, it also urges the member states to continue extending invitations for the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to hold sessions away from its seat.

7.
To note the establishment, under the Secretariat of the Court, of a unit dedicated to overseeing compliance with judgments. 

8.
To urge the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to continue to hold training courses for justice sector operators and state officials, in order to promote the effective application of international human rights law at the domestic level. 
9.
To underscore the importance of the Court’s case law and the importance of its contribution to the observance of human rights, as well as Advisory Opinion 21 that the Court issued on “Unaccompanied Migrant Children.”

10.
To insist that it is the OAS General Secretariat that must bear the cost of translating into all the official languages the judgments and decisions issued by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, so as to ensure full and effective access to them for all inhabitants of the Hemisphere.


11.
To thank Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for their voluntary contributions to the Court; as well as the permanent observers of Denmark, the European Union, Germany, Norway, and Spain, which, through cooperation projects, extend significant financing to the Court.
II.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights


12.
To reaffirm its commitment to attain full financing of the inter-American human rights system through the Regular Fund of the Organization of American States (OAS. While that commitment is fulfilled, to invite member states, observer states, and other institutions to continue making voluntary contributions, preferably not earmarked, in the framework of the 2011-2015 Strategic Plan of the IACHR. In this context, member states are encouraged to continue inviting the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to hold sessions away from its headquarters.

13.
To take note of the decision to create the Special Rapporteurship for Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights and to underscore the importance of providing it with adequate resources to function.
14.
To acknowledge the work done by the IACHR in its role to promote the observance and defense of human rights, and to serve the Organization as an advisory body on this issue.

15.
To receive with pleasure the following thematic reports approved by the IACHR in 2014: “Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women in British Columbia, Canada”; “Right to the Truth in the Americas”; “Considerations on the Universal Ratification of the American Convention and other inter-American treaties on human rights.”
16. 
To thank Argentina, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico, and the United States; as well as  Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, and the European Union, which have made voluntary contributions and, through cooperation projects, extend significant financing to IACHR activities; and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Children’s Villages, Arcus Foundation, International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, Plan International, Save the Children–Sweden, the University of Notre Dame, and World Vision.
III.
Observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) 
17.
To thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee for adopting and forwarding its second report on corporate social responsibility in the area of human rights and the environment in the Americas as well as the guide to principles on this issue (CJI/doc.449/14 rev. 1); for its report on alternatives for regulating the use of narcotic or psychotropic substances as well as for the prevention of drug addiction, especially in relation to marijuana or cannabis sativa (CJI/doc470/14 rev. 1); for its report on sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression (CJI/doc.447/14); its recommendations to the states of the Americas for borderland integration and  integration with neighboring countries (CJI/doc.433/13 rev. 1); and to instruct the Permanent Council to include consideration of those reports on its agenda.

18. 
To accept the report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, CJI/doc.380/11 corr.1 CJI, “Recommendations on the proposed draft model act on simplified stock option corporation,” and to request the CJI, with the support of its technical secretariat – the Department of International Law – to promote the contents of the Model Law among the OAS member countries.

19. 
To accept the report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, CJI/doc.474/15 rev.2, "Privacy and protection of personal data," and to request the CJI, with the support of its technical secretariat – the Department of International Law – to promote the principles outlined in the report among the OAS member countries.

20. 
To reiterate to the Inter-American Juridical Committee the request to draft, in consultation with the member states, guidelines on protection of stateless persons, in accordance with international standards developed in this area, and to present them to the 46th regular session of the General Assembly.

21.
To stress the importance of holding the Course on International Law organized each year in Rio de Janeiro by the CJI and the Department of International Law, the forty-second edition of which is to take place in August of this year.

22.
To underscore the need to strengthen the administrative and budgetary support given to the CJI and to reaffirm the importance of the contacts that the Committee maintains with the Organization’s political bodies. 

IV.
Strengthening of the activities of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) 
23. 
To support and encourage JSCA efforts that involve working together with member states in studying, designing, training, installing, monitoring, and assessing oral and adversarial criminal justice systems to enhance the rule of law and modernization of justice services. 
24. To acknowledge and support JSCA efforts to generate and disseminate new mechanisms and strategies for expanding access to justice in criminal and non-criminal areas.
25. 
To take note of and disseminate the new Index of Online Access to Judicial Information, released by the JSCA for the 2014-2015 period with funding from the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) of Canada. The index gives an account of the level of active transparency of judicial branches and government ministries in the region. Member states are urged to consider the JSCA recommendations to improve their ranking for transparency and access to information from their judiciaries and government ministries.
26. 
To recognize and thank the governments of Chile and Mexico for providing the JSCA some US$500,000 for the Program "Support for Reform of the Criminal Justice System in Mexico" (phase 3) in 2015 and the Chile-Mexico-Central America triangular cooperation project titled "International Seminar on Judicial Management: Chilean, Mexican, and Latin American experiences with innovation." Other member states are urged to develop similar funds for joint financing of bilateral and triangular cooperation activities in the region.

27. 
To commend and specially note the decision by the Government of Canada to grant the JSCA Can$8.3 million for the Program "Improving Access to Civil Justice in Latin America" ​​for the 2015-2021 period. This will allow the Center to expand its activities to include civil justice systems in the region. Member states are urged to consider multi-year funding for programs like the one supported by Canada.
28. To urge the JSCA to continue its fundraising efforts and to make a special appeal to member states and permanent observers for voluntary contributions to enable the JSCA to continue and deepen its work, especially in the area of criminal justice reform, in which a number of countries are yet to complete their transformation. 
29.
To duly note that at the 29th regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the JSCA, Douglas Cassel was elected as Chair and Santiago Pereira Campos as Vice Chair of the Board. They assumed office on January 1, 2015 for the 2015-2016 term.

30. To request the Permanent Council to continue, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, to include on its agenda a dialogue with the JSCA  to consider the best ways to expand cooperation between member states and the Organization and its organs, on the one hand, and the Center, on the other, on matters recommended by the states.
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