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Summary of the meeting held on June 4, 2015
The meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on June 4, 2015 was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica. 

The statutory quorum was constituted by the Representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,  Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
The audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 


CP_CAJP_3321_06-04-2015.MP3
1.
Adoption of the order of business
The Chair of the Committee submitted to the meeting the order of business (CP/CAJP-3321/15 rev. 1), which was adopted without amendment. 
2.
Report on the activities carried out by the Drafting Committee to Review the Text of the Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons  
The Alternate Representative of Panama and former Chair of the working group for the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, Mr. Iván Chanis Barahona, presented the activities carried out by the Drafting Committee to Review the Text of the Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons.  
The delegation of Paraguay announced the inclusion of a footnote on the draft resolution on the Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons. 

The CAJP approved the document CP/CAJP-3309/15 rev.3, “Draft resolution – Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons”, and agreed to submit it to the Permanent Council with the recommendation of its approval and submission to the General Assembly. 

3.
Report on the activities carried out by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples presented his oral final report before the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. He summarized the advances and activities of the Group during the 2014-2015 period and highlighted the participation of the indigenous peoples throughout the process. The Chair of the Working Group presented as an outcome of the Eighteen Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, held by the Working Group, document GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev.11, and requested for this document to be submitted to the Permanent Council.

The Chair of the CAJP thanked the presentation of the comprehensive report by Ambassador Pary Rodríguez. Costa Rica lifted its ad referendums included on articles XXVIII, numeral 1, and article XXIX, numeral 6. Venezuela lifted its ad referendums included on articles, III, IV, VI, and XXIX. Brazil noted that article 18.4 has not been approved, since it contains three ad referendums, and requested a correction in that sense in the document.

Delegations took the floor to thank Ambassador Pary for his report, as well as the support given by the Vice Chair, the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Diaz. Delegations also recognized their work as authorities of the Working Group.  10 delegations suggested the convenience to extend the mandates of the Working Group contained in resolution AG/RES. 2867 (XLIV-O/14), in the understanding that draft Declaration is still open and it has not achieved full consensus at this moment. Some delegations mentioned the convenience of the indigenous people participation during the negotiation, and the importance to maintain that participation during the whole process, even until the draft Declaration is fully approved. Other delegations highlighted the advances achieved by the Working Group during this period and the necessity to continue its job until its final conclusion. For the delegation of Bolivia any decision related with this Working Group has to be adopted by the Permanent Council or the General Assembly. 

The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples requested that the outcome of the Eighteen Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, be annexed to the report of the CAJP Chair to the Permanent Council. The CAJP’s Chair agreed on this proposal, noting that the annexed document (GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev.11 corr.1) would include also the paragraphs proposed by Colombia at the Eighteenth Meeting of Negotiations, according to document GT/DADIN/INF.69/15.

The CAJP approved the following proposal made by the Chair regarding this topic:

a. The CAJP takes note of the report presented by the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and acknowledges that important progress has been made in the elaboration of the draft Declaration.

b. The CAJP recommends that the mandates of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples be renewed.

c. The CAJP expects that the report of the Chairman of the CAJP to the Permanent Council shall set out the main tendencies among Member States within the CAJP on this issue.

8. Other business
There being no other business, at 5:00 p.m., the meeting was declared closed.
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