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On April 9, 2013, the Government of the Republic of Montenegro, through Mr. Igor Lukšić, Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of Montenegro, submitted a letter to the Secretary General requesting the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. In accordance to the procedures established by the OAS for countries willing to obtain the status of Permanent Observer, this letter was transmitted by the Secretary General to the President of the Permanent Council, which was referred to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and is now presented for consideration. 

In accordance with Resolutions CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) from the Permanent Council of the OAS regarding the procedures for granting the status of Permanent Observers, we present the following information for your consideration of this request:

1. Compliance with the Requisites for Approval of Permanent Observer Status:

As put forth in CP/RES. 52 (61/72) and revised in CP/RES. 407 (573/84), applicants seeking to achieve the status of Permanent Observer must meet the following terms:
1. Be a non-American independent state;

2. Have no outstanding territorial or legal disputes with a Member State;

3. Provide any additional information deemed necessary, such as current relations and potential collaborative efforts; and

4. Submit the name of the potential representative to be appointed.

I. Non-American Independent State

Independence and Government:

Montenegro is an independent and sovereign republic established under its new constitution on October 22, 2007. The status of the union between Montenegro and Serbia was decided by the referendum on Montenegrin independence on 21 May 2006. Elections are held on national level for its legislature and for head of state. The Assembly of Montenegro (Skupština) has 81 members elected for a four-year term. The President of Montenegro is the head of state, elected for a period of five years through direct elections. Montenegro has a multi-party system with numerous parties.

The President represents the republic abroad, promulgates laws by ordinance, calls elections for the Parliament, proposes candidates for Prime Minister, president and justices of the Constitutional Court to the Parliament. The President can also propose the calling of a referendum to Parliament, grant amnesty for criminal offences prescribed by the national law, confer decoration and awards and perform other constitutional duties. In addition, the President is a member of the Supreme Defence Council. 
The government is headed by the Prime Minister, and consists of the deputy prime ministers as well as ministers. The Parliament of Montenegro is a unicameral legislative body; it enacts legislation, ratifies treaties, appoints the Prime Minister, ministers, and justices of all courts, adopts the budget and performs other duties as established by the Constitution. Legislative power is vested in both the government and the Parliament of Montenegro. The Judiciary is independent of the executive and the legislature.
Inter-governmental Organizations to which Montenegro is a Member: 

Since June 28, 2006, the Republic of Montenegro has been a member of the United Nations (UN) as well as its agencies, and is a member of other inter-governmental organizations including the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the Council of Europe (CoE). The country was officially recognized as a European Union candidate country in 2006 for which negotiations started in 2012.

List of Inter-Governmental Organization Membership:
	Name
	Date of Entry

	International Criminal Court
	June 3, 2006

	Permanent Court of Arbitration
	June 3, 2006

	Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
	June 22, 2006

	Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
	June 22, 2006

	United Nations (UN)
	June 26, 2006

	Central European Initiative
	August 1, 2006

	World Health Organization (WHO)
	September 14, 2006

	European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
	October 25, 2006

	International Monetary Fund (IMF)
	January 18, 2007

	World Bank Group
	January 18, 2007

	Council of Europe
	May 11, 2007

	International Olive Council
	November 13, 2007

	Food and Agriculture Organization
	November 17, 2007

	International Organization of Francophonie (Observer Status)
	October 14, 2010

	World Trade Organization (WTO)
	April 29, 2012


After the promulgation of the Montenegrin Declaration on Independence in the Parliament of the Republic of Montenegro on June 3rd, 2006, and after the outcome of the Referendum held on May 21, 2006 the Government of the Republic of Montenegro took over functions of defining and conducting foreign policy in its capacity as a sovereign state. 
Within its foreign policy priorities, Montenegro seeks: 1. Integration into the European Union and North Atlantic Alliance – NATO; Membership in the European Union and NATO represents the strategic aim of Montenegro. Montenegrin foreign policy is devoted to this process, both internationally and internally; 2. Improving and maintaining neighborly relations and regional cooperation: Montenegro supports development of regional cooperation and further advancement of cooperation mechanisms among countries of South-eastern Europe; and 3. Developing bilateral and multilateral cooperation to foster good relations and enhance political, security, scientific and cultural cooperation to enhance Montenegro’s presence in the international arena and to encourage participation in programs that strengthen peace and security in the world.
II.
No Outstanding Territorial or Legal Disputes with a Member State

The Republic of Montenegro does not have any claim or territorial disputes with any Member State of the OAS. 

III.
Additional Information

Relations with OAS Member States
The Republic of Montenegro has formal diplomatic relations with the following OAS Member States. These countries are: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, México, Nicaragua, Panamá, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States of America, and Uruguay.

Cooperation Programs with the OAS:
The Republic of Montenegro, as an increasingly active member of some regional and international organization, is seeking to enhance its role in defending and promoting democratic values. 
The Republic of Montenegro believes that by receiving the status of Permanent Observer it will provide a value to the Organization based on its shared convictions in the areas of democracy, human rights, security and development. Montenegro plans to use the status as Permanent Observer to strengthen its ties with the region and to promote mutual understanding and assistance to the Hemisphere. 
IV.
Name of Potential Appointed Representative

The Permanent Observer representative to be named by the Government of the Republic of Montenegro is the Ambassador to the White House, His Excellency Srdjan Darmanovic. Ambassador Darmanovic presented his credentials to President Obama on November 30, 2010
In accordance with the above requisites, Mr. Chair, the General Secretariat does not find any objection by which the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs should not recommend to the Permanent Council the granting of the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS to the Republic of Montenegro.
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