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Summary of the meeting of April 24, 2008

The Committee met to consider the matters on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2607 corr. 1, the first item of which was amended so that only the draft resolutions listed below would be considered.
1. The Committee listened to presentations on the following draft resolutions but did not reach any agreement on them:

a) “Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)” (CP/CAJP-2598/08), presented by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela  

b) “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” (CP/CAJP-2600/08), presented by the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela  

c) “Right to the Truth” (CP/CAJP-2601/08), presented by the delegation of Argentina

2. Presentation: Study on Recommendations on Access to Information [AG/RES. 2288  (XXXVII-O/07)] (CP/CAJP-2599/08)

The Committee also listened to presentations by the Department of International Law, the Department of State Modernization and Good Governance, the Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Trust for the Americas, and the Carter Center:
-
Department of International Law: (a) Background, working procedure, and working group; (b) Organization, structure, and components of the study
-
Special Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression: (a) Description of the section on access to information as a human right; (b) Other efforts by the Office of the Rapporteur on the subject of access to information
· 
Department of State Modernization and Good Governance: (a) Description of the 
section on access to information as a democratic right and good governance; (b) 
Other efforts by the DSMGG on the subject of access to information
· 
Inter-American Juridical Committee: (a) Role of the CJI in the preparation of the 
study; (b) efforts by the CJI on the subject of access to information
· 
Trust for the Americas:  (a) Description of the Annex on best practices in access to information; (b) Other efforts by the Trust for the Americas on the subject of access to information
· 
Carter Center: (a) Description of the Atlanta Declaration and its role in the recommendations study; (b) Other efforts by the Carter Center on the subject of access to information
· 
Department of International Law: (a) Policy recommendations; (b) Legislative recommendations; (c) Conclusions
The members of the Committee expressed appreciation for the presentations and the respective documents as well as for the efforts to move forward on this topic, on which there would also be a draft resolution for consideration by the General Assembly at its next regular session.
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