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Chaired by the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, the Committee met to consider the topics on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2661/08, which was adopted without any change.
1.
Consideration of the application by the Government of the Republic of Vanuatu to be granted permanent observer status with the Organization (CP/doc.4323/08)

The Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, Dr. Irene Klinger, presented to the Committee an application received from the government of Vanuatu on June 23, 2008, seeking to be granted permanent observer status with the Organization.  In accordance with Permanent Council Resolution 407, the Committee decided to recommend that the Permanent Council grant the government of Vanuatu the status of permanent observer, and welcomed that country’s Permanent Representative, Ambassador David Gonla Wu.
2. Consideration of the application by the Government of the Republic of Benin to be granted permanent observer status with the Organization (CP/doc.4332/08)

The Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Secretariat for External Relations, Dr. Irene Klinger, presented to the Committee an application received from the government of Benin on July 30, 2008, seeking to be granted permanent observer status with the Organization. In accordance with Permanent Council Resolution 407, the Committee decided to recommend that the Permanent Council grant the government of Benin the status of permanent observer, and welcomed that country’s Permanent Representative, Ambassador Cyrille S. Oguin.
3. Consideration of the draft agendas for the following special meetings to be held in the framework of the CAJP

Luis Toro and John Wilson, of the Department of International Law, presented draft agendas for each of the following meetings, along with the corresponding dates:

· Third Course on International Humanitarian Law (CP/CAJP-2656/08), to be held on December 4, 2008.
· Special meeting on current issues in international humanitarian law (CP/CAJP-2655/08), to be held on December 5, 2008.
· Working Meeting on the International Criminal Court (CP/CAJP-2657/08), to be held on December 8, 2008.
· Annual Meeting on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (CP/CAJP-2659/08), to be held on February 12, 2009.
· Special meeting on access to public information (CP/CAJP-2658/08), to be held on December 11, 2008.
The Chair thanked Messrs. Wilson and Toro for preparing the respective agendas for the special meetings, and concluded by reiterating the concerns raised by several delegations regarding two important issues: 
· More efficient use of time at special meetings, so they can be half-day meetings. 
· Not duplicating efforts, and proposing October 16, 2008 as the deadline for delegations to notify the Secretariat, in writing, of any preferences in relation to the two topics of the special meeting on international humanitarian law (CP/CAJP-2655/08), in the section on optional topics.

There being no further observation from any delegation, it was so decided.

4. Other business

The Delegation of the Dominican Republic, supported by other delegations, asked the Chair to invite the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to explain the restructuring undertaken by the Executive Secretariat to handle and follow up on petitions and cases before said Commission.

The Chair announced that after an exchange of views at the previous meeting about actions to be taken regarding the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system, a draft work plan was being prepared for the continuation of the process, to reflect the concerns expressed by the states. That document would be circulated in a few days.

It was decided that the CAJP would hold its next meeting on October 9, 2008.

There being no further topics to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.
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