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The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, called the meeting to order and submitted the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2664/08, for consideration.  It was adopted as presented.

1. Presentation by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on its internal restructuring
Dr. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, Assistant Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), gave a presentation on the Executive Secretariat’s internal restructuring process.  The members of the Committee expressed appreciation for the presentation and asked the IACHR Secretariat to prepare, as soon as possible, a document containing that presentation along with organizational charts and flow charts to illustrate the current situation.
2. Comments on measures to be taken on the following resolutions containing specific mandates for the CAJP:

· AG/RES. 2403 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment”

The Assistant Executive Secretary of the IACHR gave a brief update on that resolution, noting that at the moment the Rapporteurship that covered that subject had been suspended because of a lack of funding. She noted that a few days earlier the Government of Spain had agreed to finance the project and that, once the funds were transferred, the Rapporteurship would resume operations.

The delegation of Mexico, supported by the Dominican Republic, raised the possibility of drafting an inter-American declaration on the rights and the care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, since there were a number of inputs that could be used for that purpose.

That topic would be considered again in the presence of the Special Rapporteur, Commissioner Florentín Meléndez, who would be invited to attend a future meeting of the Committee.
· AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)”

The Chair recalled that that resolution reiterated to the CAJP that it should consider inviting the institutions referred to in the resolution to participate in the dialogue that the member states would hold on human rights issues, given that their presence was necessary. Accordingly, the members of the Committee concluded that the necessary steps would be taken to involve the ombudsmen in accordance with the above-mentioned resolution. 

· AG/RES. 2415 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

while Countering Terrorism”


The Committee stressed the important role of that resolution in intensifying dialogue among CICTE, the IACHR, and other relevant areas of the Organization, with a view to improving and strengthening their ongoing collaboration on the issue of protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.


The Committee also requested the IACHR to continue promoting respect for and the defense of human rights and facilitating the member states’ efforts to duly honor their international commitments in the area of human rights when developing and executing measures against terrorism, including the rights of persons who might be at a disadvantage, subject to discrimination, or at risk as a result of terrorist violence or counterterrorist initiatives; and to report to the Permanent Council on the advisability of conducting a follow-up study.

The Executive Secretariat of the IACHR presented a brief report in that regard. The Chair would seek to bring CICTE and IACHR representatives together for a discussion on future policies. The Committee also suggested asking the IACHR Executive Secretariat to continue engaging in the necessary consultations and to report accordingly. 

-
AG/RES. 2418 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy”

The Department of International Law gave a brief update on that resolution, noting that the agenda for the December 11 special meeting was being amended and would be redistributed.  The report on the questionnaire on legislation and best practices for access to public information was being updated as well.  The Department asked the delegations to complete the questionnaire that would be distributed so that information could be updated.  Finally, a study was being prepared on the protection of personal data and was expected to include the conclusions of the special meeting.

· AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties”

The Chair stressed that, in keeping with that resolution, it was important for a working group to be established as soon as possible to examine the country reports and, therefore, for the states to nominate their respective candidates. The working group should comprise: 

· Three government experts and one alternate government expert, whom the Permanent Council has been delegated to elect. There is to date only one candidature, submitted by the delegation of Ecuador.
· One independent expert appointed by the Secretary General of the Organization from among the candidates nominated by the states parties.

· One member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and one alternate member, who were already designated.

For its part, the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR gave a brief progress report on this resolution.  Finally, November 1, 2008, was set as the deadline for delegations to submit their comments on the document on guidelines, duly distributed by the IACHR.

· AG/RES. 2435 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”

The Chair recalled that that resolution instructed the Committee to include the topic “human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity” on its agenda, prior to the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly.  The delegation of Brazil underscored the importance of the topic, saying it would seek to have it included on the agenda of the CAJP in the near future.

3. Comments on measures to be taken on the following resolutions that do not contain specific mandates for the CAJP:

· AG/RES. 2406 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Right to the Truth”

The Chair noted that that General Assembly resolution instructed the IACHR to continue working on the preparation of a report on the evolution of the right to truth in the Hemisphere, and to include national mechanisms and experiences in that area, for presentation to the Permanent Council during the second half of 2008. The purpose was to enable the Council to organize a special meeting in the first half of 2009 on the right to truth, in order to discuss the IACHR report and exchange national experiences.  The members of the Committee reiterated the importance of moving forward on that mandate. 

The Chair submitted for consideration the following draft resolutions, in which no mandates had been assigned to the delegations:

· AG/RES. 2412 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Human Rights Defenders: Support for the Work of Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas”
· AG/RES. 2416 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families”

· AG/RES. 2417 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Internally Displaced Persons”

The delegations did not comment.
4. Other business

The Chair said it had drawn up a draft work plan for continuation of the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system, reflecting the concerns expressed by states at previous meetings of the Committee.

In addition, the Chair noted that it had already sought appointments with the representatives of the regional groups to present the document and receive recommendations and suggestions, so it could then submit a draft that was as detailed as possible for the first meeting on the topic, scheduled for October 23.
At the request of the states, it was agreed that it was preferable for the Chair to send all the delegations the draft work plan on the continuation of the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system.
Finally, the Secretariat explained that the document was based on the conclusions of the process of reflection during earlier periods, especially in 2007.  The conclusions it contained were those submitted by the states in writing during the dialogue between the member states and the organs of the inter-American system and those arising from a subsequent meeting held in Mexico City.  Also included were the contents of documents submitted in writing by the delegations during the process, as conclusions.  The Secretariat noted that the contents were completely verbatim and based on the above-mentioned documents, which were available to all delegations.
The Chair then expressed appreciation for the contributions the states had made to this process.
Dr. Dante Negro said that resolution AG/RES. 2402 (XXXVIII-O/08) on the issue of refugees contained a specific mandate to conduct a course on the topic. The following week an agenda for that course would be presented and distributed to the Chair for approval and transmission to the delegations for comment.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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