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The Committee met to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2669/08 corr. 1, as adopted after a slight amendment to accommodate Judge Manuel Ventura Robles’ schedule. 

1.
Consideration of the draft program for the course on international refugee law [AG/RES. 2402 (XXXVIII-O/08)] (CP/CAJP-2668/08)
Dr. Diego Moreno, representative of the Department of International Law, gave a presentation on the draft program for the Course on International Refugee Law.  He explained that the draft program was prepared jointly by the Department of International Law and the UNHCR. Being the first introductory course on the subject, it was structured around three topics to provide an understanding of the foundations of international refugee law: 
a) The regulatory dimension of international refugee law (international and regional instruments to protect refugees)
b) The institutional dimension (UNHCR and other players that provide international protection)
c) The theoretical dimension (who is a refugee and different instruments to identify him or her)

As an interactive course, each of its four modules will comprise a 30-minute presentation followed by another 30 minutes for questions and comments. 
Following a number of comments, the delegations approved the draft program. 
2.
Presentation by the Honorable Manuel Ventura Robles, Judge of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on mechanisms to guarantee compliance by States with the decisions of the Court
The Honorable Manuel Ventura Robles spoke about mechanisms to guarantee that states comply with the Court’s decisions, explaining that the views he was expressing were his own and did not reflect the Court’s official position.
He observed that compliance with decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights was highly satisfactory, with 88% of financial or monetary reparations cases either settled or in the process of being settled, and similarly with reparations for material damages and satisfaction. The basic problem stems from a heavy load of cases that cannot be closed because the Court cannot close them until a judgment is fully complied with.

He said that the compliance problem is usually the result of a loophole in Article 65 of the American Convention that does not lay out any procedure to follow once the Court reports that there has been compliance.  In 2001-2002, therefore, one state party for example asked the Court for a ruling interpretation, arguing that the latter had no powers by virtue of its jurisdictional function to ask states for information on how decisions were being complied with.

Since 2003-04, the Court adopted two new practices, 1) to gradually close cases as states comply with their various obligations, and 2) it has started holding public hearings on the monitoring of compliance with rulings.

The Court also refers any non-compliance to the General Assembly in its annual report, and it is up to the states to determine whether to mention any non-compliance reported by the Court or whether this might be a matter for the General Assembly to ultimately resolve.

Oversight of compliance with decisions is not included among the functions of ministers, and hence the obvious gap in this area.  Judge Ventura concluded by stressing that this was a very important issue that should be taken up in the process of reflection in which the CAJP is engaged.

The Committee thanked Judge Ventura for his presentation, and will continue its consideration of this issue within the framework of the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system.
3.
Consideration of the Draft Work Plan to continue the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights (2008-2009) (CP/CAJP-2665/08) 
/
The Chair noted that the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights promotion and protection system was at a mature stage, and demanded adoption of measures that were based on concrete actions already proposed by players in the system, in order to bring into being a process on which we have labored for about a decade.

He noted as well that the aim of the exercise was to propose concrete actions to implement the mandates by identifying common positions, presenting proposals to the relevant bodies, and deepening the dialogue involving all the relevant parties, including civil society organizations specializing in human rights. Initiatives that could arise from this process of reflection would be understood as contributions to the reform process being undertaken by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, respect for the autonomy and independence of those bodies being guaranteed without exception.

Several delegations thanked the Chair and the Secretariat for preparing and presenting the report. The delegation of Argentina suggested a number of clarifications that will be included in the revised version that will also include a schedule of meetings to consider the respective topics and any further observations the delegations may provide.
4.
Other business
The delegation of Ecuador renewed the invitation for all delegations to participate in the regional conference on cluster munitions, to be held in Quito from November 6-7.

There being no further matter to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
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�.	To consider this topic the Committee meeting will become an informal meeting. 





