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The Chair, Ambassador María del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, opened the meeting and placed before the Committee the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2673/08, which was adopted without amendments. 

1.
Continuation of the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights (2008-2009).  Consideration of existing proposals on the following procedural matters: (CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev. 2 corr. 1, pages 8 to 11) 
/

To begin its consideration of this item, the Committee heard a presentation by Dr. Paolo Carozza, President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), on various aspects of the modernization of the inter-American system.  Before the end of the year, he said, the Commission planned to submit, for consultation, a revision that would incorporate contributions from member states and civil society.  He also referred to the internal restructuring of the Secretariat, which had resulted in greater productivity and capacity.  He noted that over 500 petitions had been reopened in 2008 and that greater efficiency in the evaluation of petitions was in evidence. 


Discussions continued on the archiving of petitions, he said, and efforts were under way to reevaluate how thematic hearings were conducted.  Dr. Carozza pointed to the budgetary, operational, and staffing difficulties that affected the Commission’s work and the need for a radical change to overcome them.  As an example, he proposed that the Commission be enabled to meet more often and for longer periods.


As for access to the system, he noted that the creation of a specific fund made up of voluntary contributions had been discussed. On the matter of compliance with the decisions and recommendations of the bodies of the system, he noted that because of various structural limitations it could not ensure effective application of rules or compliance with decisions, and that this called for reflection.


The member states thanked Dr. Carozza for attending and making himself available and reiterated the importance of continuing the reflection process. 


The Chair suggested that a joint meeting be held with civil society around February; this suggestion was welcomed by the delegations.


The Committee then proceeded to discuss the following matters: the joinder of admissibility and merits; the need to establish deadlines within the Commission; the archiving of petitions; friendly settlement procedures; the Article 50 report; and the Article 51 report. The delegations agreed that they were ready to transmit the proposals on these matters set forth in document CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev. 2 corr. 1.  The Argentine delegation distributed a text with proposed changes to, and suggestions on, that document; these were to be included in the next version as contributions by Argentina.
2.
Presentation by Dr. Ricardo Morishita Wada on the Brazilian proposal for an inter-American convention on the law applicable to certain international consumer contracts and transactions (CP/CAJP-2652/08 add. 2) [AG/RES. 2401 (XXXVIII-O/08)] 


Dr. Morishita, Director of the Department of Justice of the Department of Consumer Protection and Defense of Brazil, gave a presentation on the Brazilian proposal for an inter-American convention on the law applicable to certain international consumer contracts and transactions, which is provided in document CP/CAJP-2652/08 add. 2.

The delegations thanked Dr. Morishita for his presentation and reaffirmed the need to make progress on the topics related to resolution AG/RES. 2401 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law.”

3.
Other business


Some delegations expressed their concern that it would be impossible to cover all the topics at the special meeting on international humanitarian law if it were to last only half a day. Others said the agenda must be shortened. It was decided that the options would be reviewed and the draft agenda would be presented to the delegations for consideration.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was called to a close.
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