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Summary of the meeting held on March 2, 2009

The Chair, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, declared open the meeting of the Committee and presented to it for its consideration the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2696/09 rev. 2, which was amended to postpone the election of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DADIN) until the meeting to be held on March 5, 2009.
The meeting then took up the following items on the order of business:
1. Consideration of the draft agenda for the special meeting on the right to freedom of thought and expression and the importance of the media [AG/RES. 2434 (XXXVIII-O/08)] (CP/CAJP-2698/09)
The Chair presented to the meeting for its consideration the draft agenda for the special meeting on the right to freedom of thought and expression and the importance of the media, contained in document CP/CAJP-2698/09.

After comments by delegations, it was decided to forward the comments in writing by March 13, for incorporation in a revised version of the draft agenda.
2. Continuation of the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights (2008-2009).  Consideration of existing proposals on the following aspects:
· Control over legal proceedings (CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev. 7, p. 21)

With regard to this matter, the delegation of Ecuador explained the scope of its proposal regarding the need for a mechanism to enable users of the system to present complaints or observations when situations of a procedural nature arose.  This on the understanding that, taking account of their autonomy and independence, it was incumbent upon the organs of the system to decide how this administrative procedure would operate.  The proposal was confined to indicating a need, and that the mechanism should be established by the organs of the system themselves.
It also clarified that two communications had been distributed: one following the last meeting, containing observations of delegations and relevant comments, such as indicating the name in order to adjust the proposal and not leave open to doubt whether it was a proposal of a procedural nature; and a second communication to indicate aspects of comments made by the delegation of Argentina. The latter would be included as an appendix to the next version of document CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev.7.
The delegation of Argentina requested the incorporation in Section I of an additional comment on the financing and functioning of the system, clarifying that it would also forward in writing to the Secretariat its position on financing.  It indicated that if this were included and the footnote clarified as to the scope and essence of the position of Argentina regarding the exercise as a whole, the delegation could agree to the presentation to the corresponding organs of the outcomes of the process of reflection as they stood.
The delegations agreed that the document had been fully and sufficiently discussed and were ready to transmit it to the respective organs, with the modifications noted at this meeting, and the final modifications, which they would forward to the Secretariat for inclusion in the final revised version.
3. Other business

The Chair noted that on March 5, 2009, a special meeting would be held with civil society to afford it another opportunity to comment on the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system.  She clarified that throughout this process, the convocation had included civil society and that the meeting would be another opportunity to share with it, in keeping with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).

There being no other business to consider, the meeting was declared closed.
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