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Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Chair and Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, called the Committee meeting to order and submitted the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2699/09 rev. 2, for consideration of this special meeting to strengthen dialogue with civil society.  It was adopted without amendment.

1. Conclusions on the inter-American human rights system at the Hemispheric Forum on Civil Society to be held from March 3 to 4, 2009

Dr. Irene Klinger, Acting Secretary for External Relations, explained the conclusions of the Hemispheric Civil Society Forum in preparation for the OAS General Assembly and the Fifth Summit of the Americas.  The Forum was held in Washington, D.C., from March 3 to 4, 2009.  She also stressed the meetings’ importance to issues related to the inter-American human rights system and to the process of reflection undertaken by the CAJP on those issues.  The Forum’s conclusions are published under the civil society section of the OAS web site.
2. Statements by civil society organizations in attendance, concerning the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system (CP/CAJP-2665/08 rev. 7).

The following civil society representatives applied to participate in the meeting:

· Marcia Aquiluz, Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

· Viviana Kristicevic, Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

· Francisco Quintana, Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

· Eduardo Bertoni, Due Process of Law Foundation 

· María Clara Galvis, Due Process of Law Foundation

· Katya Salazar, Programs Director, Due Process of Law Foundation

· Anne Clarke, Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (CAAPD)

· Matthew Briggs, Freedom House 

· Amanda Ivonne Lugo de Bordon, Foro de Mujeres de MERCOSUR

· Percy Palomino Marín, Instituto de Estudios Políticos y Jurídicos Internacionales 

· Roxana Martel, Central American Coalition for the Prevention of Youth Violence (CPVJ)

· Sandra Antonia Zambrano, Honduras Association for a Better Life Persons Infected/Affected by HIV-AIDS in Honduras (APUVIMEH)

· Ximena Salazar, Transparency International

· Bevon Currie, National Youth Development Network

· Diego Palomino, Centro Latinoamericano de Estudios de Intercambio (CENLAT)

· Efraín Medina Guerra, Consejo Superior Universitario Centroamericano (CSUCA)

· Fernando Murillo, Asociación Libertad

· George Laws Garcia, The Esquel Group

· Jorge A. Lozada Alvarado, Fundación para la Promoción de la Cultura y la Educación (FUNPROCEP)

· Julio Cesar Cabrera, Foro Permanente de la Sociedad Civil

· Krishendye Rampersad, Network of NGOs of Trinidad and Tobago for the Advancement of Women /Active-Democracy Network

· Regina Atalla, Red Latinoamericana de Organizaciones No Gubernamentales de Personas con Discapacidad y sus Familias (RIADIS)

· Brandon Falco, Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (CAAPD)
· Luis E. Males

The civil society organizations spoke in the following order:

· Due Process of Law Foundation. Katia Salazar, María Clara Galvis.

This organization’s mission, it was explained, was to promote the rule of law and human rights throughout the region, and that this presentation would be based on a proposal initially presented by seven states during the process of reflection. Accordingly, it will represent the position of four regional organizations: the Legal Defense Institute of Peru; the National Human Rights Secretariat of Peru; the Center for Legal and Social Studies (CELS) of Argentina; and the Washington, D.C.-headquartered Due Process of Law Foundation (DPLF)].

The presenters then addressed certain elements of the document presented, which was distributed as CP/CAJP-2717/09. Comments were also offered on this document by the (…) 

· Institute for Political and International Legal Studies. Percy Palomino Marín
It was noted that one of the Commission’s problems, which also affected member states, had to do with the admissibility stage to establish eligibility criteria for admitting a petition, as it caused credibility problems for the system.  One suggestion put forward was that during the preliminary stages of admissibility, these petitions should be meticulously qualified and forwarded immediately to the states, which would in turn look at remedies or offer suggestions thereon.  These petitions should be processed quickly.  Besides, it was further noted, even precautionary measures take several months and the judiciary and the courts, which administer justice within the states, were slow in preparing reports that are provided in order for the process to take effect.  When a ruling is being executed, there is no support either from the states, the Commission, or the Court.  He said there should be guidelines for establishing reparations, in terms of the amount, adding that the Commission and the Court should assist the states by establishing some form of coordination to execute judgments and decisions more quickly, rather than taking so many years, as this affects victims.
· Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL). Viviana Kristicevic. Ariela Peralta
Reference was made to some key aspects in terms of strengthening the system, as detailed in the document already presented and distributed beforehand as CP/CAJP/INF. 104/08.  Particular emphasis was placed on the need for open, participatory, and balanced debate, with all stakeholders represented, so as to be able to move forward on the proposals submitted.  They proposed that debate of this type ought to take place closer to the dates that the Commission is in session, in order to ensure that more of the organizations engaged in the system can participate.  He noted that it was important for all stakeholders that proposed changes to take into consideration that the ultimate goal of the system was the recognition and enjoyment of rights, and reparations to victims.  Mention was also made of mechanisms for implementing decisions handed down by the organs, the Commission, and the Court, as well as to the legal aid fund for victims.
In terms of civil society participation in this process, the Chair recalled that this meeting was just another opportunity for civil society to comment on the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system.  The Chair further explained that the invitation was open to civil society throughout the process, and invited them to participate in the dialogue between states and the institutions of the system, scheduled for March 20, to provide yet another opportunity for exchange of views, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99).

- Foro Permanente de la Sociedad Civil, Honduras. Julio César Cabrera. 

He said he shared the comments and suggestions made by the other organizations representing civil society, adding that these proposals may be collected by the organs of the system. He described the partnership between the states and civil society as an ideal platform for ongoing efforts to overcome the problems faced by each state.
3.
Dialogue with the states 


The delegations of Colombia, Mexico, Argentina, Peru, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Costa Rica, Chile, United States, Panama, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and Bolivia, underscored the importance of this meeting with civil society, expressing their views on specific aspects of the process of reforming the institutions of the inter-American human rights system.  In closing, the organizations in attendance also made additional comments. 

4.
Other business

By acclamation the delegations elected Ambassador José Enrique Pinelo, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS, as Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DADIN), on a motion by the delegation of Brazil, seconded by the delegation of Nicaragua.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
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