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Summary of the meeting held on April 22, 2009


The Chair, Ambassador María del Lujan Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, called the Committee meeting to order and presented for its consideration the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2725/09 rev. 1.
1. Presentation by Her Excellency Mary Robinson, seventh and first female President of Ireland and former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
· Meeting the challenges of poverty
· Strengthening national human rights systems

·  Climate change and human rights

The delegations expressed satisfaction that this item had been included on the agenda of the CAJP and thanked Her Excellency Mary Robinson for her presentation, which was published as document CP/CAJP/INF-113/09.  They also recognized the significant efforts she had been making to promote and protect human rights. They also thanked Ambassador Rudolf Knoblauch, special human rights envoy of the Swiss Confederation, who commented on certain aspects of the presentation.


They also expressed special appreciation for the important work being undertaken by these individuals in defending and promoting human rights, emphasizing as well the need for these challenges to be addressed. They reiterated their commitment to these matters in the context of human rights and participatory and inclusive democracy, as well as their intention to provide support for initiatives in these areas.
2. Presentation of the following draft resolutions for the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly
The delegation of Mexico presented the following draft resolutions for consideration in this Committee:

· “Promotion of the International Criminal Court” (CP/CAJP-2710/09)

· “Internally Displaced Persons” (CP/CAJP-2715/09 rev.1)

· “The Human Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families” (CP/CAJP-2703/09)

· “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law” (CP/CAJP-2711/09)

· “Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism” (CP/CAJP-2716/09)

· “Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons Under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment” (CP/CAJP-2722/09)

· “Human Rights Defenders: Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas” (CP/CAJP-2724/09)

The Department of International Law explained the following draft resolution:

· “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee” (CP/CAJP-2723/09)

After some initial comments, the delegations thanked the delegation of Mexico and the Secretariat and decided to take up the discussions at the next meeting of the CAJP.

3. Other business
The Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela announced that in coming days, it would present the draft resolution “Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media,” which was traditionally proposed by her delegation.

Having met the required quorum, the Committee proceeded to elect the new Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.  To that end, the delegation of Argentina moved to elect the Alternate Representative of Colombia, Sandra Mikan, which motion was seconded by the delegation of Costa Rica and adopted by acclamation.

There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned.
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