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Summary of the meeting of September 10, 2009


The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, to consider the items on the order of business (CP/CAJP-2776/09 rev. 1), which was adopted as presented.
The following delegations were present at the meeting:  Argentina, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), and Uruguay.
1. Installation of the working groups of the CAJP

· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


On a proposal by the delegation of Chile, duly seconded by the delegation of Nicaragua, the meeting decided by acclamation to elect the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, José Enrique Pinelo, to chair the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
· Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance


On a proposal by the delegation of Brazil, duly seconded by the delegation of Canada, the meeting then proceeded to elect by acclamation the Alternate Representative of Colombia, Dr. Sandra Mikan, to chair the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.
2. Presentation by the Inter-American Juridical Committee on the Inter-American Democratic Charter [AG/RES. 2515 (XXXIX-O/09)]
The Chair recalled that a decision had been made at the previous meeting to include, as part of the Committee’s work, an objective discussion on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as a first step that might, in the future, lead to its enhancement or possibly to its broader application and implementation, depending on the conclusions reached by the states as a result of the proposed exercise.
Likewise, he noted that operative part of resolution AG/RES. 2515 (XXXIX-O/09) took note of the importance of continuing consideration by the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) of issues related to the Inter-American Democratic Charter and, in particular, “the promotion and strengthening of democracy,” by following up on it, assisting member states in implementing it and in their efforts to modernize and strengthen democratic institutions, and working to promote democratic values, practices, and governance.
In that regard, the Committee agreed that it would be very useful to hear, as a starting point for a possible process of reflection on the Charter, the thoughts of CJI member states on the topic.  It was for that reason that the Chair of the CJI, Dr. Jaime Aparicio, and Dr. were present that day.  The Chair of the CAJP thanked them for accepting the invitation.
The Chair of the CJI then addressed the Committee.  His presentation has been published as document CP/CAJP/INF.114/09.

The following were distributed as reference documents on the topic:  resolutions CJI/RES. 159 (LXXV-O/09), “The Essential and Fundamental Elements of Representative Democracy and Their Relation to Collective Action within the Framework of the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and CJI/RES. 160 (LXXV-O/09), “Follow-up on the Application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; document CP/doc.4184/07, “the Inter-American Democratic Charter [Report of the Secretary General pursuant to resolutions AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06)]”; and resolution AG/RES. 2480 (XXXIX-O/09) of the most recent session of the General Assembly, “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.”
The delegations thanked the CJI Chair for his presentation and underscored the importance of the documents that had been distributed.  Following some considerations on the matter, the Committee decided to give further thought to the proposed reflection process on the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in order to define its main objective and the content and format of a possible discussion.  In that regard, the Chair of the Committee said that he would hold informal consultations to endeavor to draw up a proposal that met concerns the delegations might have.
3. Comments on action to be taken with respect to the following resolutions containing specific mandates for the CAJP
a. AG/RES. 2521 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas”

Under that item, the Committee discussed measures to take on the dialogue between the states and the organs of the inter-American human rights system and on the process of reflection on that system.  It decided to request, as soon as possible, representatives of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) to attend a meeting to hear the states’ comments on the most recent proposed amendments to the IACHR’s Rules of Procedure and be apprised of the status of those amendments, and to conduct an evaluation of the objectives proposed in the reflection process on the system.

Various delegations asked to have a compilation prepared of the diverse positions states had expressed in the Commission on the proposed amendments, and to that end they would send copies of their comments to the Secretariat.
b. AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09), “Protocol of San Salvador:  Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties”


As concerned that item, the Committee decided to take the following measures as soon as possible:

· Distribute to delegations draft rules of procedure for the specific fund for voluntary contributions established by resolution AG/RES. 2430 (XXXVIII-O/08), drawn up by the Department of International Law, with a view to their adoption by the Permanent Council;

· Reiterate its invitation to the member states to nominate candidates to serve as government expert, independent expert, and alternates, to complete the Working Group to examine the national reports in the context of the Protocol of San Salvador, setting a date for their election or appointment, as appropriate;

· Clarify, through formal consultation with the Department of International Law, whether the term for which the experts are chosen will begin to run from the moment of their selection or from the moment the group is effectively set up; and

· Set, within the CAJP’s work program, a date in the second half of 2009 for the states to give formal consideration to the “Guidelines for Preparation of Progress Indicators in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights,” with a view to their approval by the CAJP at the aforementioned meeting and their subsequent adoption by the Permanent Council.  To that end, the states would also have to comment on the Guidelines and would be asked to do so.
c. AG/RES. 2510 (XXXVI-O/06), “Study of the Rights and the Care of Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment”


The delegations agreed that it was important for the IACHR Rapporteur on the matter, Commission member Florentín Menéndez, to attend a CAJP meeting.  The Chair said that he would make the corresponding arrangements.


The purpose of that meeting would be not only to take advantage of the Rapporteur's presence to hear his comments but also to carry out the mandate to consider the possibility of drafting an inter-American declaration on the rights, duties, and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, with a view to strengthening existing international standards on these topics, and also consider the feasibility of preparing a hemispheric manual on penitentiary rights.

Given the lateness of the hour, the Committee decided to continue considering the pending items on its order of business at its next meeting and the meeting was adjourned.
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