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Record of the meeting held on September 24, 2009


The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, to consider the items on the agenda, document CP/CAJP-2778/09, which was approved without amendment. 


In attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (DADIN): Establishment of a date for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Consensus. 

The Committee Chair gave the floor to the Working Group Chair, Ambassador Enrique Pinelo, who presented the proposal for that Working Group’s negotiation meeting to be held from December 14 to 16 of this year. After the concerns of delegations were heard, a decision was taken to change that dates so that the meeting would now take place from Monday, November 30 to Wednesday, December 3 of this year. 

2. Presentation by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) on the status of the draft amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the IACHR 


Pursuant to a request made at the previous meeting, at this meeting the Deputy Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Dr. Elizabeth Abi-Mershed, gave a progress report on the latest proposal to amend the rules of procedure of that body. Among the highlights of her oral report are: 

- 
How important it is for member states as well as civil society to contribute by submitting proposals for amending the IACHR rules, in order to reflect on how to improve access to human rights mechanisms in the region. In this connection, the Commission has received twenty proposals from member states and twenty proposals from civil society representatives. 

- 
At their August and September sessions, the Commissioners reviewed the existing rules, likely changes that were submitted for consideration, and their nature. 

- 
Although the Commission had done a first review of these proposals, none of the changes has yet received final approval. It is hoped that this would be concluded during the next session in late October or early November. 

- 
The Commission is paying close attention to the reform process and to the observations received from all stakeholders involved in this process. 

- 
Being able to compile the observations of all the states into a single document is a matter that requiring consultation with IACHR officials. 


The Assistant Executive Secretary received the delegations’ comments, which are also contained in documents each state had sent the IACHR during the process of consultations on the proposed reforms. She said they would be referred to the relevant bodies, and stressed the importance of continuing constructive dialogue on this reform process. 

3. Comments on measures to be taken on the following resolutions containing specific mandates for the CAJP:

a) AG/RES. 2512 (XXXIX-O/09) “Protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism”

The Chair noted that this resolution reaffirmed the importance of stepping up dialogue involving CICTE, the IACHR, and other pertinent areas of the Organization, with a view to improving and strengthening their ongoing collaboration on the issue of protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism. 

Accordingly, the Permanent Council may consider preparing draft common terms of reference for protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism, which would bring together current international standards, based on the applicable international law and best practice; based on the “Recommendations for the protection of human rights by OAS member states in the fight against terrorism,” CP/doc.4117/06 prepared by the IACHR; and based on the results of consultations with CICTE and the member states. 

Under the resolution, the IACHR was also asked to continue promoting respect for and protection of human rights and to continue facilitating efforts by member states to properly honor their international commitments on human rights when developing and executing counter-terrorism measures, including the rights of persons who may be disadvantaged, discriminated against, or vulnerable as a result of terrorist violence or counter-terrorism initiatives, and to inform the Permanent Council on the advisability of conducting a follow-up study. 

The Chair then offered the floor to the IACHR Executive Secretariat, which stressed that the possibility of completing a report on this matter was very important for that body and that individual petitions related to the subject were being processed at that moment. The IACHR Executive Secretariat also underscored the priority that the Commission placed on the question of public safety. 

Some delegations commented on the specific mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2512 (XXXIX-O/09) with respect to fighting terrorism and that it should not be confused with the issue of security, and further requested that CICTE authorities be invited to a meeting of the CAJP to move forward on outstanding consultations. Finally, the Commission decided to request the IACHR Executive Secretariat to continue with the necessary consultations and to report on its results in due course.

b) AG/RES. 2514  (XXXIX-O/09) “Access to Public Information: Strengthening Democracy”


On this resolution, the Chair gave the floor to the representative of the Department of International Law, who gave an update and pledged to keep the delegations informed. 

c) AG/RES. 2504  (XXXIX-O/09) “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity”
The Chair recalled that under this resolution the CAJP was urged to include on its agenda the issue of “Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity.” There being no comments from the delegations, the Chair announced that the issue would be included on the agenda of a forthcoming meeting, where an expert on the subject would be expected to be in attendance.

4.
Comments on measures to be taken on the following resolutions that do not contain specific mandates for the CAJP:

a) AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Strengthening of the National Human Rights Systems of the Member States and Support for the Work of Defenders of the People, Defenders of the Population, and Human Rights Attorneys or Commissioners (Ombudsmen)”


The delegations stressed how important it was for the CAJP to consider inviting the institutions referred to in this resolution to participate in the dialogue on human rights issues, that is to take place among member states, given the need for them to be present, as stated in resolution AG/RES. 2411 (XXXVIII-O/08).


b)
AG/RES. 2508 (XXXIX-O/09) “Internally Displaced Persons”


Some delegations suggested inviting the International Committee of the Red Cross to make a presentation on this issue, and it was so decided.

c)
AG/RES. 2513 (XXXIX-O/09) “Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to their Families”


As with the previous case, some delegations suggested that the International Committee of the Red Cross should be invited, given its experience in this area. It was so decided. 

d) AG/RES. 2517 (XXXIX-O/09), “Human Rights Defenders:  Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas”


The Executive Secretariat of the IACHR said that it was working on drafting a report on this subject, which report would be in the form of an international study that would be presented in due course. 

5.
Other business

The Alternate Representative of Mexico, Alonso Martínez, coordinator of the informal working group to prepare the draft final document(s) on consumer protection [AG/RES. 2527 (XXXIX-O/09)] gave a brief report on the activities to be undertaken, noting that objective was to hold the first teleconference to discuss the drafts presented by the delegations of Brazil, Canada, and the United States, if possible next October.  A physical meeting is expected to be held in January 2010 as well. 
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