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The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, to consider the items on the order of business (CP/CAJP-2785/09), which was adopted as presented.

The following delegations were present at the meeting:  Argentina, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Planning of meetings of high-level authorities, courses, and special and working meetings of the CAJP

At the request of the Chair, the Department of International Law presented the draft agendas contained in documents CP/CAJP-2783/09, on the working meeting on the International Criminal Court, and CP/CAJP-2784/09, regarding the Course on International Refugee Law.
a. AG/RES. 2505 (XXXIX-O/09), “Promotion of the International Criminal Court” (CP/CAJP-2783/09)

In that connection, the delegation of Colombia expressed interest in participating with a representative in the high-level segment.  Other delegations emphasized the importance of the meeting and its purpose, as a forum for debate prior to the Review Conference of the Rome Statute and as a source of discussion and negotiation among representatives, whether of the capital or the headquarters where it is negotiated, and a way of exchanging points of view and attempting to consolidate decisions.

It was decided to allow delegations two weeks (until October 31) to submit their written comments on this draft agenda.
b. AG/RES. 2511 (XXXIX-O/09) “Draft resolution: “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas” (CP/CAJP-2784/09)

The delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela emphasized the importance of considering, as additional items, the root causes of requests for asylum and the interpretation of the term itself in the context of contemporary challenges.  That position was supported by the delegations of Ecuador and Nicaragua, who also asked for clarification regarding the subject of the interpretation of the term.

The delegation of Costa Rica expressed interest in the subject of international cooperation and requested the inclusion of “international cooperation mechanisms” as a specific item to be discussed at the meeting.

It was agreed to find a way to incorporate those observations in the current structure of the course, under items 1 and 2 of the agenda.  It was also explained that it was the intention of UNHCR to have a debate about current issues.

Noting that Dr. Patrick Sand of the International Committee of the Red Cross was attending the meeting, the Chair offered him the floor.  Dr. Sand thanked the Chair for giving him the opportunity to speak and went on to talk about the cooperation ties between the ICRC and member states, not just within the OAS framework but also on a one-to-one basis.  He expressed interest in further developing those ties and thanked the CAJP for its invitation to provide ICRC speakers on the subject of refugees and on any other topic the Committee’s members deemed appropriate.

It was decided to allow delegations two weeks (until October 31) to submit their written comments on this draft agenda.
2. Comments on measures to be taken on the following resolutions that do not contain specific mandates for the CAJP:
a. AG/RES. 2448 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States”
The Chair explained that, at its thirty-ninth regular session, the General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2448 (XXXIX-O/09), “Strengthening the Role of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Organization of American States,” which had been negotiated in the General Committee, assigned to that Committee in the Permanent Council’s distribution of mandates (document CP/doc.4422/09), and subsequently reassigned to the CAJP.
In that resolution, it was decided to recognize national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (“NHRIs”) which are members of the Network of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the American Continent (“Network of the Americas”) accredited by the ICC with an “A” status in accordance with the Paris Principles. Certain administrative and procedural modalities for allowing the participation of national institutions in the activities of OAS political bodies dealing with human rights related issues were also adopted.
The Chair offered the floor to the delegations for their comments regarding possible actions to be taken to implement that resolution.  There being no observations, the Chair asked for a presentation on the subject by the representative of the Department of Special Legal Programs, Dr. Reinaldo Rodríguez, who explained the details of the resolution.

Following his presentation, the delegations reiterated the importance of participation by the NHRIs as envisaged in the resolution. At the same time, they requested further information regarding the political body involved to that effect; the manner in which the NHRIs would be invited and how they would participate in the various political bodies; and regarding the difference between the participation of those national institutions and that of civil society organizations.  They also mentioned the need to build a transparent structure for handling the invitation process.  Greater clarity was needed regarding the procedure to be followed to implement the mandates of the resolution.

One suggestion was to review the manner in which the United Nations handles the matter, as that could provide a basis for the arrangements to be followed at the OAS.  It was decided to leave the Secretariat for Legal Affairs time to assemble the information needed to respond, at a future meeting, to the concerns voiced by the delegations.
3. Other business

The delegation of Argentina requested a revised version of the draft agendas for the special meetings, so as to be able to conduct appropriate consultations.  It also mentioned actions pending with regard to AG/RES. 2506 (XXXIX-O/09), “Protocol of San Salvador: Composition and Functioning of the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties,” and requested that the steps needed to implement that resolution be taken.
The Chair then announced that the Director of Georgetown University’s Center for Latin American Studies, Dr. Erick Langer, and Dr. Valeria Buffo, Director, Political Database of the Americas, at the same Center had been invited to the next meeting of the Committee to give a presentation on the Database, which was a very important tool for consolidating democracy through the political-institutional dissemination of information in the countries of the Hemisphere.
There being no further business to consider, the Chair thanked those present for their collaboration and declared the meeting closed.
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