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Summary of the meeting held on September 9, 2010

The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Hugo De Zela, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2900/10, which was approved without amendment.

In attendance were the delegations of Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Uruguay.
1. Consideration of the draft resolution “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)” (AG/CG/doc.5/10 rev. 1)

The delegation of Brazil reported that there had been no new progress in the negotiations and expressed an interest in meeting with the delegations of Canada and the United States to continue the informal consultations, the results of which it would report in due course to the Committee.
Therefore, it was decided to put off consideration of the draft resolution until the next meeting.

2. Request by the Principality of Monaco to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS (CP/doc.4505/10)
The Committee considered that the application of the Principality of Monaco complied with the provisions contained in resolutions AG/RES. 50 (I-0/71) “Permanent Observers to the Organization of American States,” and CP/RES. 407 (573/84) “Revised Procedures for Granting the Status of Permanent Observer.”
Accordingly, it decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that it issue the relevant resolution granting the Principality of Monaco the status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States.

3. Comments on action to be taken with respect to the following resolutions that contain specific mandates for the CAJP

a. AG/RES. 2590
Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law

The delegation of the United States referred to the mandate contained in operative paragraph 3 of the resolution, which requests that before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly a review be conducted of the Program with a view to updating the activities contemplated therein.
It was decided to request the Department of International Law (DIL) to present a proposal with suggestions in that regard within one week.

b. AG/RES. 2607
Access to Public Information
In this connection, it was decided to ask the Department of International Law to begin preparations for the special meeting scheduled for December 2, 2010, and to submit the corresponding draft agenda to the CAJP for consideration.
It was also requested to follow up on the other matters mandated by the resolution and to report on progress to the CAJP, in particular as regards the Report on the Questionnaire regarding Legislation and Best Practices on Access to Public Information; the study with recommendations on the protection of personal data; and the update and consolidation of the studies and recommendations on access to public information and the protection of personal data.

The DIL said that over the days that followed it would send the Chair an updated questionnaire regarding legislation and best practices on access to public information, as well as the study that the resolution requests.
c.
AG/RES. 2580
Human Rights and Terrorism
In this respect, the importance was reaffirmed of intensifying dialogue among CICTE, the IACHR, and other pertinent areas of the Organization, with a view to improving and strengthening their ongoing collaboration on the issue of protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism.

By the same token, the mandate was reiterated to the IACHR that, on the basis of the “Recommendations for the Protection of Human Rights by OAS Member States in the Fight against Terrorism,” (CP/doc.4117/06) prepared by the IACHR, and the results of consultations with the CICTE and member states, it prepare draft common terms of reference for the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the fight against terrorism, which would compile current international standards and be based on applicable international law and on best practices.


The Committee decided to request the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR to continue with the appropriate consultations and report the results thereof to the CAJP. 

d.
AG/RES. 2592
Persons Under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment
The Chair recalled that this resolution mandates, inter alia, that, on the basis of the results of the discussions and studies conducted, including the inputs of the IACHR, such as the document entitled “Principles and Best Practices on the Protection of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas,” the work of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty in the Americas of the IACHR, and the results of the Second Meeting of the Authorities Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies, the possibility be considered of drafting an inter-American declaration on the rights, duties, and care of persons under any form of detention or imprisonment, with a view to strengthening existing international standards on these topics; and that the feasibility be considered of preparing a hemispheric manual on penitentiary rights, taking as a basis the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.

It was decided to invite the special rapporteur of the IACHR on this issue to a future meeting and also to ask the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR to continue the necessary consultations in order to move forward on these mandates and report on the results thereof, if possible in the first quarter of 2011.

e.
AG/RES. 2595
Right to the Truth

The Chair recalled that this resolution reiterated to the IACHR the mandate to continue working on the preparation of a report, for presentation to the Permanent Council prior to the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly of the OAS, on the evolution of the right to the truth in the Hemisphere, which report shall include national mechanisms and experiences in this regard as well as best practices to ensure effective fulfillment of the right to the truth.

The Executive Secretariat of the IACHR informed that this was a topic that the IACHR would consider at its next session to be held in October.  Finally, November 15, 2010, was settled on as the date when the IACHR would report on progress in this area and the importance was reiterated that, in accordance with the mandate, the final document should be prepared prior to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

f.
AG/RES. 2600
Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity

The Chair recalled that this resolution requests the CAJP to include the topic of “Human rights, sexual orientation, and gender identity” on its agenda.  For its part, the delegation of Brazil reiterated its interest in this area.

The representative of the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR mentioned that this would also be one of the topics under consideration by the IACHR at its session in October.  Finally, November 15, 2010, was agreed as the date when the IACHR would report on progress in this regard.
g.
AG/RES. 2605
Strengthening of Human Rights Systems Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas

The Chair underscored the importance of the process of reflection on the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights and said that in the Work Plan of the Committee meetings had been scheduled to continue the necessary analysis aimed at helping to refine the system.
He proposed that these meetings address specific topics in order to obtain a more tangible result.  He remarked on the issues of access to the system for victims, thematic hearings, precautionary measures and other protection mechanisms, and the methodology used to develop the information presented in Chapter IV of the annual report of the IACHR as possible subjects to address, without prejudice to other topics suggested by delegations.
After comments from a number of delegations, the Chair requested the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR to submit proposals on this matter and suggested to the delegations of Costa Rica, Brazil, El Salvador, and Mexico that they lead informal consultations to provide the CAJP with a list of possible topics in the next 15 days, and so it was agreed.

Finally, with regard to this resolution, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuelan also referred to the annual reports of the organs of the system and insisted that they should be presented on the appointed dates, which should also be in line with the annual dialogue between the organs and member states.

h. AG/RES. 2611 Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee

In view of the multiple mandates assigned to the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) in this resolution, the Chair proposed that the DIL request the Committee to submit in October a draft plan for reporting on compliance with those mandates.

The DIL reported that the CJI would meet again in March next year and, therefore, offered to provide a verbal report, permission for which it would seek from the Committee Chair. 

4.
Comments on action to be taken with respect to the following resolutions that do not contain specific mandates for the CAJP:

a.
AG/RES. 2579
Human rights defenders
In this connection, it was decided to request the IACHR to report on the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas, in view of the fact that the resolution requests it to continue to give due consideration to this matter; continue intensifying its dialogue and cooperation with the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and include in its annual report a section on the work of the Unit for Human Rights Defenders of the IACHR.

A number of delegations remarked on the subject and also reaffirmed the importance of encouraging the participation of human rights defenders in the activities of the political bodies of the Organization. 


b.
AG/RES. 2578
Internally Displaced Persons

No comments were offered on measures to adopt in connection with this resolution. 


c.
AG/RES. 2594
Persons who have disappeared

It was decided to address this topic on March 31, 2011, in conjunction with the resolution on the Right to the Truth.


d.
AG/RES. 2411
Ombudsmen
In this regard, the need was reaffirmed to encourage the participation of ombudsmen in the activities of the political bodies of the Organization.

5. Planning of meetings of high-level authorities, courses, and special and working meetings of the CAJP
The Chair referred to the meeting that Assistant Secretary General Albert Ramdin convened on September 7 of this year with the chairs of all the committees and working groups of the Permanent Council as well as with the areas of the Secretariat involved in their work.  At that meeting, the Assistant Secretary General and other officers expressed concern at the financial position of the OAS and mentioned the need to organize more efficiently the activities of the political bodies, particularly in terms of the number of mandates and proliferation of meetings and special meetings. 

The delegations expressed their support for finding a better working strategy that might help to alleviate the financial position of the Organization through a reduction in the number of resolutions, mandates, and special meetings.

a.
AG/RES. 2523
Freedom of thought and expression

In view of the above-noted budgetary constraints, and given that the resolution does not set a deadline by which this meeting should take place, it was decided not to hold it during the current period of the CAJP.

b.
AG/RES. 2607
Access to public information 

The DIL was asked to begin preparations for the special meeting scheduled for December 2, 2010, and to submit the corresponding draft agenda to the CAJP for consideration. 


In addition, the delegation of Peru was designated to propose, in consultation with the Secretariat, a number of ideas to help ensure the success of this meeting. 

c.
AG/RES. 2575
International humanitarian law

After a number of delegations offered comments, the Chair suggested that the delegations of Costa Rica and Mexico lead consultations and put forward a specific proposal, not only on the dates for holding both the course and the special meeting, but also on the preparations for them. 


In that regard, the delegation of Mexico requested the inclusion of the areas of the Secretariat concerned in the consultations.  

d.
AG/RES. 2577
International Criminal Court

It was decided that the holding of the working meeting on the International Criminal Court would be planned for this period of the CAJP.

e.
AG/RES. 2597
Refugees

The mandate provides for a course on international refugee law to be held prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.  It was decided that this course would not be held during this period. 

f. AG/RES. 2605
Joint dialogue with the IACHR and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

In this regard notice had already been given that the dialogue would be held on March 18, 2011, and that the Secretariat would duly contact the members of the Inter-American Court and Commission to ensure that they were present.  It would also make the necessary arrangements to ensure the success of the dialogue.

6. Other business


The Meeting concluded with a request from the delegation of Argentina for minutes containing the conclusions there reached, which would be distributed early in the following week.


There being no further business to consider the meeting was adjourned. 
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