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The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Hugo De Zela, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2905/10 rev. 1, which was adopted after item 1 was removed, as is explained later.


In attendance were the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Presentation on the Political Database of the Americas (PDBA):


The Chair reported that Dr. Erick Langer, Director of the Latin American Studies Center - Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service – at Georgetown University, expressed regret at the last minute and this item will therefore need to be rescheduled.

2.
Consideration of the draft agenda of the special meeting of the CAJP on access to public information [AG/RES. 2514 (XXXIX-O/09) and AG/RES. 2607 (XL-O/10)] (CP/CAJP-2903/10)

The representative of the Department of International Law (DIL) made a presentation on the draft agenda, contained in document (CP/CAJP-2903/10).

The delegation of Peru shared its observations on the agenda that was presented, suggesting that in terms of the format, the special meeting be a daylong meeting so as to be able to properly examine the six main topics at length.  It also requested a change in the order so that the issue of the model law on access to public information may be considered under item 4, followed by the item on data protection.  With respect to item 3, best practices in access to information, the delegation recalled that the questionnaire was again distributed and replies should be sent in by November 15.  With respect to the model law, it proposed that the delegations send the Committee their comments by November 15.  Finally, it reiterated that no OAS funds would be used to pay the presenters.

Following comments by some delegations, a decision was taken to adopt the draft agenda with the proposed amendments, which will be reflected in document CP/CAJP-2903/10 rev. 1. Finally, it was agreed that as the delegations received replies from experts in each of their countries, they will notify the Department of International Law as to whether said experts would participate as delegation members or would wish to make a presentation on the topic.

3. Consideration of draft resolution “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII)” (AG/CG/doc.5/10 rev. 1)

The Chair reminded the Committee that at the last meeting the delegations of Brazil, Canada, and the United States were asked to consult on how to approach the issue of the resolution in question.  The delegation of Brazil reported that the aforementioned countries had met the previous week and decided to present a proposal to the Committee, requesting that three meetings be held to review the following issues:  1) The Inter-American Convention on the Law Applicable to International Contracts and Consumer Transactions, also called the Buenos Aires proposal, which contains the original Brazilian draft Convention drawn up in conjunction with Argentina and Paraguay; 2) The Model Legislation on Jurisdiction and Laws Applicable to Consumer Contracts, presented by the delegation of Canada; and 3) Legislative guidelines for Inter-American Law on Availability of Consumer Dispute Resolution and Redress for Consumers, presented with four annexes by the delegation of the United States.  The delegation of Brazil explained that this initiative seeks to solve the problem of delegations not being familiar with the proposals.

The delegations of Nicaragua, Mexico, Costa Rica, United States, and Ecuador thanked the delegation of Brazil, requesting to be given the time they need to hold the necessary consultations with their capitals.  A request was thus made, and it was agreed, that the proposal would be circulated in writing.

For its part, the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela spoke about the proposal by the delegation of Brazil to hold three formal meetings to explain the issues contained in the resolution entitled “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law,” which, it noted, would entail unnecessary spending that may not produce the results anticipated by member states. It then proposed that the Secretariat draw up a work plan to be submitted for consideration by member states through the CAJP to hold a number of informal meetings at the level of this Committee and define the issue in question.  This would, it pointed out, allow the Organization to save money and allow for better outcomes on the issues raised.

Finally, the Chair explained that any delegation so wishing may request that the item be included for a Committee meeting as it sees necessary, for an expert to explain the situation in its country with respect to this issue.

4.
Other business
The delegation of Colombia proposed that Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi be invited to make a presentation on the topic of “Peace, Democracy, and Conflict-Resolution,” and it was so decided.


There being no further matter to consider, the meeting was adjourned.
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