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Summary of the meeting of October 7, 2010

The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Peru, Ambassador Hugo De Zela, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2908/10.

The following delegations were present at the meeting: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, the Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Uruguay. 

1. Presentation on the Political Database of the Americas (PDBA):

Dr. Valeria O. Buffo, Associate Director of the PDBA, gave a presentation on the history of the PDBA, which was created in 1995 and has been the most searched online source of institutional and political information in recent years, with more than 6 million visits per year.  It covers all 35 countries in the region, has 10 thematic sections with more than 2,500 pages of information, and includes information on political parties, ministerial cabinets, and constitutional reforms in each country.  The information is available in Spanish, Portuguese, French, and English.  The PDBA is possible thanks to the co-sponsorship of the Organization of American States and it has an annual budget of US$970,000.00. 

Dr. Erick Langer, Director of the Center for Latin American Studies - Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service - Georgetown University, mentioned the importance of keeping politics transparent in the region and drew attention to the fundamental role of the PDBA in attaining that objective.
Dr. Buffo said that the cooperation agreement with the OAS concludes on October 31, 2010, and she asked the delegations to continue to support this initiative. 
The delegations of United States and Peru expressed their support for the PDBA and, after additional observations were made, it was decided that the Chair would inform the General Secretariat of the view of the Committee that support should continue for this important initiative. 

2. Consideration of the proposal of the delegation of Brazil concerning the topic “Seventh Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP-VII) – Consumer Protection” (CP/CAJP-2907/10)
The Chair reminded the room that this was the third time during this period that the CAJP had addressed this topic.

The delegation of Canada said that it had decided to withdraw its draft “Model Law on Consumer Jurisdiction and Applicable Legislation,” informed that it would continue to submit proposals to the other delegations in the framework of CIDIP VII, and expressed concern at the lack of agreements and stagnation of the negotiations.  The delegation of Canada also thanked the countries that offered suggestions on its draft and requested that a report be submitted to the CAJP on progress on agreements among the missions.  In this regard, it was decided to distribute the document that the delegation of Canada would present, with a view to its subsequent consideration.
The delegation of Brazil thanked the delegation of Canada for its flexibility, requested the other delegations to consult with their respective capitals on the topics that had been presented to the CAJP, recalled that Brazil had offered to host CIDIP-VII, and requested greater swiftness in the pertinent consultations so as to be able to ensure the success of the Conference.
Following comments from the delegations of Canada, Costa Rica, and Mexico, which expressed their concern in this regard, it was decided to continue the relevant consultations and to look for ways logistically to facilitate the holding of meetings with experts from the countries by means of videoconferences or other mechanisms that would reduce costs for the Organization.  These meetings will be programmed in conjunction with the Chair of the Committee.
3.
Other business
The Chair reported that the special meeting on access to public information, originally scheduled for December 2, would have to be held on the 7th of that month so as to permit the attendance of the IACHR Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, Ms. Catalina Botero, who had confirmed her participation on that date.
The delegation of Mexico said that in accordance with the instructions received to identify topics for the annual dialogue with the organs of the inter-American human rights system and the process of reflection thereon, the delegations of Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Panama, Colombia, and Peru considered that the discussion topics for the Joint Dialogue to be held on March 18, 2011, could be: 1) Considerations on Chapter IV of the annual report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; 2) Ways to promote compliance with the recommendations of the IACHR and the judgments of the Court; 3) Precautionary measures and other protection mechanisms; and, 4) Introduction of cooperation mechanisms for promotion of human rights in member states.  In similar fashion, the following procedural and regulatory topics would be addressed at the meeting to which the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR would be invited:  Application of the mechanisms for closure of petitions and cases; practical implications of the system used by the IACHR to expedite processing of petitions; feasibility of creating a group to promote friendly settlements; practical implications of the information request mechanism.
The Chair expressed thanks for the steps taken and finally it was decided to distribute these proposals to all the delegations for their consideration at the next meeting of the CAJP.  Finally, also in connection with the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system, the Chair mentioned that the President of the IACHR would soon be visiting Washington, D.C. and, therefore, he had been invited to a meeting of the CAJP to discuss the issue of strengthening the system, including the Donors’ Conference.  Matters of a purely budgetary nature would be addressed in the framework of the CAAP and, if necessary, at a joint meeting of that Committee with the CAJP.  It was so decided.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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