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Summary of the meeting of October 21, 2010

The Committee met under the chairmanship of the Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador Hugo De Zela, to consider the items on the order of business, document CP/CAJP-2913/10.  The Chair clarified that the presentation mentioned in item 1 of the agenda would refer to the inter-American system and the agenda was adopted with that amendment.

The following delegations were present at the meeting: Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Uruguay.
1. Presentation on the subject of “The Inter-American System” by Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Secretary for Legal Affairs of the Organization of American States

Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi gave a presentation that covered various historic milestones and different perspectives on the role of the Organization from its creation until the present.
The delegations expressed their thanks to Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi for his comprehensive and instructive presentation.  They also thanked the Chair and the delegation of Colombia for this initiative.
In response to the suggestions of various delegations, the Chair offered his good offices for exploring the possibility of holding a series of similar dialogues, which he would discuss with the Secretary for Legal Affairs and report on to the members of the CAJP presently.
2. Consideration of the proposed topics for the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system in 2010-2011 [AG/RES. 2605 (XL-0/10), AG/RES. 2601 (XL-0/10), AG/RES. 2587 (XL-0/10)] (CP/CAJP-2910/10)
The meeting considered the proposal contained in document CP/CAJP-2910/10.  Following comments from a number of delegations, the Chair clarified that there was no deadline for submitting new proposals should any delegation wish to do so at a future juncture.
The delegations agreed that, for the present, the topics to be addressed during the current session in the process of reflection on the inter-American human rights system would be those listed in document CP/CAJP-2910/10, subject to any amendments proposed at the meeting.  In that regard, it was decided that the topic concerning the methodology used to develop the information presented in Chapter IV of the annual report of the IACHR should be included with the same language as that used in resolution AG/RES. 2601 (XL-O/10). 
It was also decided to request the Second Vice Chair of the CAJP, Councilor Elizabeth Moreano, to lead a short round of informal consultations open to all delegations, with the participation of the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, to address the issue of the dialogue between member states and the organs of the inter-American human rights system, in order to propose a mechanism or procedure to ensure that the dialogue translates into more specific results.

Finally, the Chair mentioned that in talks with the President and the Executive Secretary of the IACHR it was decided that the presentation by Commissioner Felipe González on November 4 to the CAJP would center on initiatives for strengthening the IACHR, in particular with regard to the donors’ conference.
3.
Consideration of the Draft Review of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, pursuant to operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 2590 (XL-0/10)

The Chair recalled that the General Assembly, in operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 2590 (XL-O/10) “Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law” instructed the Permanent Council “to conduct before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly a review of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law with a view to updating the activities contemplated therein.”

In accordance with this mandate and in keeping with the request received in the framework of the meeting of the CAJP of September 9, 2010, the Department of International Law (DIL) of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs submitted for consideration a proposed update of said Program contained in document CP/CAJP-2911/10 corr. 1.  This document contains the original text of the Program adopted by resolution AG/RES. 1471 (XXVII-O/97) with the proposed amendments.

Following suggestions from delegations as well as clarifications provided by the DIL, the meeting adopted the draft review of the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law with a number of amendments that will be reflected in a revised version of the document which, in turn, will be included in the draft resolution on this matter to be presented at the next regular session of the General Assembly.
3. Other business


The delegation of Ecuador referred to the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties.  In that regard the Chair said that at meetings held in the framework of the current session of the IACHR aspects and concerns were mentioned in connection with this issue which have been transmitted to the Secretary General, who has promised to take steps to deal with the matter.  It was decided that a progress report would be presented at a future meeting of the CAJP.

The Chair recalled that at the last meeting of the CAJP the delegation of Canada submitted a proposal regarding CIDIP VII which had been distributed in a timely manner and he requested that interested delegations conduct informal consultations with a view to including the matter again on the Committee's agenda.


In this connection, the Director of the DIL pointed out that the department which he headed provides technical assistance services but that interpretation and translation services were the responsibility of another area.

The Chair again remarked on the need to find mechanisms to reduce the number of resolutions that are submitted for consideration to the General Assembly through this Committee and noted the commitment of the CAJP to contribute to the success of this streamlining policy. 


He said that in that regard he had requested the Secretariats for Legal Affairs and of the IACHR to propose guidelines that in their opinion could be used to group resolutions whose execution came under the responsibility of those areas and to provide a list for the last three years of those mandates whose execution, despite having been in force during that period, remained pending.

This would be suggested to the Chair of the Permanent Council in order to examine the possibility of performing the same exercise in all Committees and Working Groups.  Furthermore, the Assistant Secretary General would prepare a document with proposals on the matter.
The delegations of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Mexico commented on this topic and drew attention to the sovereign right of member states to submit draft resolutions under the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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