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Record of the meeting held on September 2, 2010

The Committee met under the chairmanship of Ambassador Hugo De Zela Martínez, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, to consider the items on the order of business contained in document CP/CAJP-2899/10, which was adopted as presented. 


The following delegations were present at the meeting:  Argentina, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Santa Lucia, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Opening of the meeting

At the beginning of the meeting, the newly elected chair expressed, on behalf of his country, his gratitude for the opportunity to chair the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and took the opportunity to thank the representatives of the member states who deposited their confidence in him to take up this important task.  He stressed that, for his part, he would always be at the disposal the delegations whenever the need arose to achieve consensus.
He emphasized and expressed appreciation for the work carried out during the 2009-2010 term by his immediate predecessor, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klée, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS.  Similarly, he acknowledged the contributions of the two vice chairs of the CAJP during the previous term:  Marcelo Ruiz, Alternate Representative of Mexico, and Luis Petit-Laurent, Alternate Representative of Chile.
2. Election of the Vice Chairs of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)

Election of the First Vice Chair:  the delegation of Colombia nominated Ambassador Guillermo Alberto Cochez Farrugia, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS. That nomination was seconded by the delegation of Brazil. Ambassador Cochez was elected by acclamation.

Election of the Second Vice Chair: The delegation of the United States nominated Counselor Elizabeth Moreano, Alternate Representative of Ecuador to the OAS. That nomination was seconded by the delegation of Costa Rica. Counselor Moreano was elected by acclamation. 

3. Installation of the working groups of the CAJP


The first item of business was to install the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The chair nominated the Permanent Representative of Panama, Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, to oversee the work assigned to this working group. The delegation of Nicaragua seconded the proposal, which was approved by acclamation.

Second, the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance was installed. The delegation of Ecuador proposed the Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, Minister Counselor Danilo González, as chair of this working group.  The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda seconded the nomination, which was approved by acclamation.
4. Presentation of the Draft Work Plan of the CAJP (CP/CAJP-2898/10)

The chair noted that there were 33 mandates assigned by the Permanent Council, in addition to any other matter which the Council might deem appropriate to entrust to the Committee. The Committee will also be responsible for considering the annual reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI), the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA). Therefore, the chair suggested that it was essential to make the most of the resources available. The chair mentioned that he had received support from the Secretariat of the CAJP in preparing the draft work plan and that he talked on many occasions with directors of different areas of the General Secretariat that support the work of the CAJP and with the chairs of various organs whose activities are followed by this Committee.
He recalled that a large number of special meetings have been held in recent working sessions and, therefore, recommended that in this session such meetings only be held where genuinely warranted. Another aspect to be underscored with respect to special meetings or other such events concerns the need to arrange agenda contents and items into categories so as to avoid their piecemeal analysis. In addition, with respect to dialogues between states and the organs of the inter-American human rights system, the chair reiterated the importance of increasing their number and endeavoring to make them more productive.
The chair mentioned that in the Draft Work Plan of the CAJP (2010-2011) (CP/CAJP-2898/10) the effort has been made to arrange resolutions by theme and amount of work required, so as to avoid a backlog of resolutions in the lead-up to the General Assembly. 

The delegations, for their part:

· Drew attention to the need that special meetings address core issues for the Organization in a substantive manner, as well as the importance of rationalizing the work of the Committee. 

· As regards the resolution on Human Rights and Older Persons (AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10), the delegations discussed the determination of the date on which the Permanent Council would convene a special meeting. 

· They mentioned their concern regarding the important work done by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights and suggested that it be given greater attention. 
· They proposed that the work be divided into three thematic areas: protection of persons, inter-agency strengthening, and international law. 

· They supported the draft work plan and the need for meetings to start on time. 

For its part, the Secretariat of the CAJP, at the behest of the Committee, provided information about the two events to be held at which the President of the IACHR would be present: an open dialogue with the CAJP in November 2010, and the annual institutional dialogue of member states with the members of the Court and the IACHR in March 2011.

The Chair proposed the approval of the work plan, which would be subject to subsequent amendment and constitute a flexible document that would serve to track the progress of the activities of the Committee. The Committee then unanimously approved the Work Plan of the CAJP (2010-2011) (CP/CAJP-2898/10).

5. Other business


Finally, the delegations mentioned the celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the report recently published by the IACHR entitled “Access to Maternal Health Services from a Human Rights Perspective.”

For his part, the chair requested, with respect to the theme for CIDIP VII, that interested delegations hold the necessary informal consultations so that, if possible, the matter might be settled at the next meeting. 
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