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Summary of the meeting of August 11, 2011


Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the OAS and Chair of the CAJP chaired this first regular meeting of the Committee in this 2011-2012 period. The order of business was published as document CP/CAJP-3011/11. 


The following delegations were in attendance:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Presentation of the Chair's Proposed Work Plan of the CAJP (CP/CAJP-3010/11)
In presenting her proposal, the Committee Chair said that the proposed document was the product of work conducted jointly by the Chair and the Secretariat of the CAJP with the technical areas of the General Secretariat and other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that lend the Committee support or advice or that report to it
/.  Accordingly, she added that the communication channels with this support team would remain open during her term as Chair with a view to ensuring effective compliance with the goal of the CAJP, which was to keep proper track of the implementation of the 34 resolutions assigned to it by the Permanent Council in its distribution of mandates.
The Chair then called upon the delegations to assist her with the following:
· Beginning the CAJP's work as promptly as possible and scheduling the meetings and other special activities for the second half of 2011;
· Conducting the dialogue on strengthening the inter-American human rights system in the second half of the year (in this case, on November 3, 2011), based on the following considerations:
· the advisability of including a section or note in the annual reports of the Court and the IACHR containing specific replies to the matters raised in the dialogue of the member states in the political bodies;
· the need to avoid the repetition and mixing of messages and concepts that the member states put to the Court and the IACHR, when the dialogue is conducted on dates close to the presentation of their annual reports.
· the proposal to institutionalize at least two meetings in different parts of the year with each organ, one during the dialogue with the member states and the other during the presentation of their annual reports.
· Promoting a rapprochement with the technical areas of the General Secretariat and other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization so as to ensure that over the next six months they keep the Committee abreast of the current status of their work in respect of the 34 resolutions the CAJP has been asked to monitor.
· A request that, prior to presenting their reports, they distribute short reports via the CAJP secretariat, with exact data and suggestions for obtaining further information on each topic from their websites, at least one week in advance of the date scheduled for each presentation. This arrangement will enable the delegations to digest the material and obtain instructions from their governments, all of which will enrich debate in this Committee.
· Including in their reports mention of the origin of the mandates, tasks completed or under way and mandates pending (and the difficulties that have led to those backlogs). Submitting this kind of systematized information to the CAJP would help to ensure that most delegations are better informed when it comes to negotiating their draft resolutions. 
· Discussing, early in 2012, the process by which draft resolutions for the General Assembly are negotiated, to avoid tension and unnecessary mental wear and tear, both of which should be a thing of the past.
· Installing the CAJP working groups as soon as possible and accompanying the assignment of their mandates with a deadline for the presentation of their reports of no later than April 30, 2012.
· Making an effort to start Committee meetings on time.
· Whenever possible, avoiding asking the Secretariat for printed copies of documents, given the Secretariat's financial constraints and in view of the need to stop wasting natural resources on printed materials that can be read electronically.
The delegations unanimously supported the Chair's proposed Work Plan and pledged their unconditional resolve to duly achieve its goals.
The Chair pointed out that the Work Plan would continue to be a flexible working document, to be tailored to the needs of the Committee and the interests of the member states.
The Committee adopted its 2011-2012 Work Plan, which was circulated by the Secretariat as document (CP/CAJP-3010/11 rev. 1).
2. Election of the Vice Chairs of the CAJP

Minister Counselor Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS was elected First Vice Chair of the Committee by acclamation. Her candidacy had been presented by the delegation of Uruguay and seconded by the delegation of Costa Rica.


Minister Javier Prado, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, was elected by acclamation as Second Vice Chair of the Committee.  His candidacy had been presented by the delegation of Chile and seconded by the delegation of Venezuela.

3. Installation of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The Committee installed the Working Group after electing, by acclamation, its new Chair, Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS.  His candidacy had been presented by the delegation of Panama (previous Chair of the Group in the person of Ambassador Guillermo Cochez) and seconded by the delegation of Guatemala (which has also chaired this Group in recent years). 
4. Other business
Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, had the following questions for the Secretariat for Political Affairs:
1. How long does the Secretary General of the Organization have to answer a question put to him in writing by a permanent representative?
2. Are there matters in the OAS regarding which permanent representative cannot be informed?
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�.	The Department of International Law, Executive Secretariat of the IACHR, Secretariat of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Department of Legal Cooperation, Department of Social Development and Employment, Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA), Department of Public Security, CICAD Secretariat. A copy of the Work Plan was also sent to the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights so that it can help follow up on one of the resolutions.





