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Minister Counselor Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS and First Vice Chair of the CAJP, presided over the meeting.  The order of business was published as document CP/CAJP-3041/12.


The following delegations were in attendance:  Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Consideration of the following items:

· AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11) - 

 HYPERLINK \l "_Toc295237214" 
Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas
This topic was considered as a follow-up to the discussion thereon at the meeting of the CAJP on September 29, 2011.

In commencing consideration of the topic, the CAJP heard a presentation on the process of Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) [AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11)] by the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs, Jorge García González (see link:  CP/CAJP/INF-154/12).
For their part, the delegations thanked the Department of Legal Cooperation for the information provided in the presentation prepared by Mr. García González’ team, describing it as very useful for the service it provided in updating delegations on this matter.  They also reiterated their support for the work of the Department of Legal Cooperation and the REMJA Technical Secretariat.

Delegations also suggested updating the Report of the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs, Jorge García González  [AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11)]:  "Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas,"] considered by the CAJP at its meeting on September 29, 2011 (see link:  CP/CAJP/INF-147/11) Pursuant to this request, the Department of Legal Cooperation prepared the report contained in document CP/CAJP/INF-154/12 add. 1.

They asked some questions that were answered as they revisited the content of Mr. García’s presentation at this meeting.  They noted in particular the circulation of a questionnaire on a possible Inter-American Network for Cooperation on Family and Child Law, and urged the member states to submit their responses to the Department of International Law (jwilson@oas.org) by March 31, 2012.  They spoke about what the various working groups, networks, and other mechanisms had contributed to the REMJA process, and recalled the General Assembly mandates in this area.

The CAJP then heard a presentation by Ms. Adriana Mejía, Director of the Department of Public Security of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security on the progress made by that Secretariat at the request of the member states in preparation for REMJA IX [AG/RES. 2657 (XLI-O/11)] (see link: CP/CAJP/INF-156/12)

For their part, the delegations thanked the Department of Public Security for the presentation, underscoring the important contribution by that Department to the REMJA process. They also asked questions that were answered by revisiting Ms. Mejía's presentation to this meeting.

· AG/RES. 2655 (XLI-O/11) - Follow-up on the Inter-American Convention against Corruption and on the Inter-American Program for Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption 
· Presentation by Dr. Jorge García González, Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (Technical Secretariat of the MESICIC).
On this agenda item of the meeting, the delegations considered the presentation on the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, its follow-up Mechanism (MESICIC), and the Program of Cooperation [AG/RES. 2655 (XLI-O/11)], by the Director of the Department of Legal Cooperation of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs, Jorge García González (see link: CP/CAJP/INF-155/12)

Following the presentation, the delegations acknowledged the efforts of the OAS as an institution, and in particular the Department of Legal Cooperation, in the fight against corruption in the Hemisphere; expressed appreciation for and underscored that the delegations would find it useful to get the information that is contained in the presentation prepared by Mr. García González' team; and reiterated their support for OAS-led efforts to combat corruption.

· AG/RES. 2651 (XLI-O/11): Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families

· Providing information on measures taken, at the national level, regarding the provisions of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005 on "Persons who have disappeared and assistance to members of their families:"

At its meeting on September 22, 2011, the CAJP decided to circulate a Note from the Chair (see link: CP/CAJP-3029/11) requesting the delegations to send the CAJP the information referred to in operative paragraph 10 of resolution AG/RES. 2651 (XLI-O/11), which reads:


"To encourage member states, as appropriate, with the support of their respective missing persons search commissions and their national commissions on human rights or on international humanitarian law or other competent bodies, in accordance with their respective mandates, and with technical collaboration from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), to provide information on the measures taken, at the national level, regarding the provisions of resolutions adopted by this General Assembly since 2005 on “Persons who have Disappeared and Members of Their Families,” entrusting the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) with placing on its agenda the broad dissemination of this information, before the 42nd regular session of the OAS General Assembly."

Based on the foregoing, the sharing of the information provided by member states on measures taken, at the national level, regarding General Assembly mandates for the period 2005-2012 was scheduled and undertaken. The information form the following member states was disseminated at this meeting and submitted to the Secretariat:

· Reply by Colombia:  CP/CAJP-3029/11 add. 1

· Reply by Argentina:  CP/CAJP-3029/11 add. 2

· Reply by Uruguay:  CP/CAJP-3029/11 add. 3

· Reply by Peru:  CP/CAJP-3029/11 add. 4

· Reply by Mexico:  CP/CAJP-3029/11 add. 5

· Reply by Bolivia:  CP/CAJP-3029/11 add. 6

The delegation of Panama also announced the information prepared by that government on the subject matter would be distributed shortly.

The CAJP concluded that this exercise represented the satisfactory fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2651 (XLI-O/11).

2. Other business
· Fourteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


On this agenda item, the Committee considered the presentation made by Ambassador Diego Pary, Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS.


Ambassador Pary told the meeting that for reasons beyond its control, the Government of Paraguay had been forced to withdraw its offer to host the Fourteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Consensus Working Group (link to the Note from the Permanent Mission of Paraguay:  CP/CAJP-3038/12 add. 1).


In light of the foregoing, the CAJP decided that the Fourteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples would be held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., from April 18 to 20, 2011. 

· Finally, the delegations bade a heartfelt farewell to the Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, Second Vice Chair of the CAJP and regular participant in the work of the CAJP, Minister Javier Prado Augusto Miranda, who ended his tour of duty at the Permanent Mission of Peru to take up another important post with the government of his country.
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