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Summary of the meeting of September 13, 2012

The Chair of the CAJP, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, presided over this first regular meeting of the Committee for the 2012-2013 period. The order of business was published as document CP/CAJP-3103/12 rev. 1.

The following delegations were in attendance:  Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Presentation of the Chair's Proposed Work Plan of the CAJP for the 2012-2013 period (CP/CAJP-3102/12)
The delegations supported the Proposed Work Plan presented by the Chair, after requesting some small changes to the document.
Some delegations expressed their perspectives on a possible single resolution of the CAJP in preparation for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

The Committee adopted its 2012-2013 Work Plan, which the Secretariat circulated as document  CP/CAJP-3102/12 rev. 1.
2. Election of officers of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs

Counselor Sophia Castillero, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, was elected by acclamation as Vice Chair of the Committee. She was nominated on a motion presented by the delegation of Nicaragua and seconded by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda.

On the matter of the vice chairs, the Chair informed the meeting that consultations were being held to determine whether it would be useful to have other vice chairs of the CAJP so as to strengthen the support team for the many complex tasks that have been entrusted to this Committee.
3. Installation of the Working Groups of the CAJP and election of their officers:
· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The Committee installed the Working Group after electing its new Chair by acclamation:  the Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Guillermo Alberto Cochez Farrugia. His candidacy had been presented by the delegation of Nicaragua and seconded by the delegation of Venezuela.
· Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally-Binding Inter-American Instruments Against Racism and Racial Discrimination and Against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
The Committee installed the Working Group after electing its new Chair by acclamation: Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, First Secretary Joy-Dee Davis-Lake. Her nomination was presented by the delegation of Colombia and seconded by the delegation of Jamaica.
The Committee also decided to update the name of the Working Group based on the latest General Assembly mandate on this subject matter:  "Working Group to Prepare the Draft Legally-Binding Inter-American Instruments against Racism and Racial Discrimination and against all Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance."
· Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons
The Committee installed the Working Group after electing its new Chair by acclamation: Counselor and Alternate Representative of Argentina to the OAS, Ana Marcela Pastorino. She was nominated on a motion presented by the delegation of Colombia and seconded by the delegation of Antigua and Barbuda.
4. Other business
· At the beginning of the meeting several delegations offered their condolences to the delegation of the United States following the attacks and the deaths that occurred in its consulate in Bengasi, Libya, on September 11, 2012. The delegation of the United States in turn thanked the delegations for their kind statements. 
· It was announced that the next meetings of the CAJP will be held on September 27 and October 4, 2012. The matters to be considered can be found in the Schedule (Appendix III to the Work Plan).
· At the request of the Chair, the Secretariat confirmed that there was a quorum at the meeting and that the decisions taken were therefore official and ratified.
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