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Summary of the meeting of September 19, 2013
The Committee meeting held on September 19, 2013 was chaired by Ambassador Arturo Vallarino.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2013/CP_CAJP_3189_09-19-2013.MP3 
1. Adoption of the order of business

The order of business for the meeting, document CP/CAJP-3189/13 rev. 1 was adopted by the Committee, following a reversal of the order of consideration of the items so that the first item dealt with the issue of footnotes.
2. Follow-up on operative paragraph 1 of resolution AG/RES. 2808 (XLIII-O/13), 
"Rules on Footnotes ":
"To instruct the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), to examine the different aspects of this issue with a view to submitting, should it deem it advisable, a proposed amendment of Article 81 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly for consideration by the latter at its next regular session."
· Reference document:  CP/doc.4875/13

By way of an introduction to this topic, the Committee heard remarks by the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador Rodrigo Vielmann, who, inter alia, highlighted some previous uses of footnotes in the Organization and suggested that the delegations should discuss eventual amendments to the rules regarding them as soon as possible, given that the Organization was continuing to adopt new resolutions and declarations. 

The Committee heard various points of view from delegations regarding footnotes. They expressed interest in an ongoing discussion of how they should be used in the resolutions and declarations of the General Assembly (and other political bodies of the OAS). 

Following up on the above, the Committee asked the General Secretariat:
· To compile information on /make an inventory of background to the use of footnotes in General Assembly resolutions
/; and 

· To prepare a legal study which, inter alia, 

a. would explain to the delegations any procedures currently in effect for possible amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and whether it would suffice to amend Article 81 thereof or whether a specific new article would be required on the subject; and
b. express its opinion on the legal repercussions currently derived from the use of footnotes in the resolutions and declarations adopted by the political bodies of the OAS and, specifically, the significance, scope, and effects of such footnotes
/. 
Referring to this study, the Chair of the CAJP insisted that, given that this was a matter possibly involving a political decision, the member states needed to be fully advised as to the legal implications of a possible amendment to the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly.
3. Consideration of requests for the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States:
· Application by Montenegro to be granted Permanent Observer to the OAS status (Considered by the CAJP on May 2, 2013): CP/doc.4852/13
· Presentation by the Department of International Affairs, during the meeting of the CAJP on May 2, 2013:  CP/CAJP/INF.195/13
· Application by the Sovereign Order of Malta to be granted Permanent Observer to the OAS status (transmitted by the Permanent Council on June 26, 2013):  CP/doc.4921/13
· Presentation by the Department of International Affairs, during the meeting of the CAJP on Wednesday, August 28, 2013: CP/CAJP/INF.200/13
· Request by the Principality of Liechtenstein to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS:  CP/doc.4934/13
· Presentation by the Department of International Affairs, during the meeting of the CAJP on Wednesday, August 28, 2013: CP/CAJP/INF.199/13

After expressing their various points of view regarding support for the applications under consideration and on the need to make a pause to reflect on the general issue of the acceptance of new permanent observers to the OAS, the Committee asked the Department of International Affairs to prepare a briefing for the delegations of member states on the background to and current mechanisms for the participation and contributions of permanent observers in and to the activities of the Organization of American States.
The Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanin, gave a brief presentation on the strategic partnerships developed over the years by the Organization and permanent observers in respect of issues of the utmost importance to the inter-American agenda and even to lend assistance to a number of OAS member states at times of crisis.

The Committee likewise decided to resume consideration of this topic at its meeting on October 10, 2013, by which time it would have at its disposal the study requested of the Department of International Affairs and the delegations' contributions to the discussion, with a view to submitting a recommendation to the Permanent Council on the three still pending applications to be granted permanent observer status to the OAS, as well as a report on the general status of this matter in the Organization.

4. Other business
There being no further business to consider, the Committee meeting was adjourned.
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�.	An assignment to the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and the OAS Permanent Council.


�.	Task assigned to the Department of International Law.





