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Summary of the meeting held in the afternoon on December 13, 2012

The Committee meeting held in the afternoon on December 13, 2012 was chaired by Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS.

The statutory quorum was established by the presence of representatives of: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The order of business for the meeting, document CP/CAJP-3121/12 rev.1, was adopted by the Committee after the order for the consideration of agenda items was reversed, with the presentations by the Secretariat for Political Affairs first.
2. Presentations by the Secretariat for Political Affairs:
· Update on programs of the Secretariat for Political Affairs: 
At this point, the Committee heard a presentation by Dr. Kevin Casas-Zamora, Secretary for Polítical Affairs, on “Proposals to Strengthen the Secretariat for Political Affairs” CP/CAJP/INF. 173/12.


The dialogue between the delegations and the Secretary focused on the objective of establishing a more expeditious flow of communication between that Secretariat and the policy organs of the OAS. The Secretary expressed an interest in receiving comments from member states regarding the work of the Secretariat he leads.
· Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management
The Committee then heard a presentation by María Fernanda Trigo, Director of the Department for Effective Public Management, of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, on the “Proposal for an Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management - MECIGEP” CP/CAJP/INF. 174/12. 
The Committee took note of the presentation, expressing an interest in being assured that this initiative would not involve additional costs to the Organization. The Director invited interested delegations to continue the dialogue on the proposed Mechanism, at working meetings in the offices of the Secretariat for Political Affairs.

3. Consideration of procedural matters related to the activities of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· Election of the Vice Chairs of the Working Group
The Committee elected Ms. Ana Paola Riveros, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS, by acclamation as First Vice Chair.  She had been nominated by the delegation of Uruguay, with the nomination seconded by the delegation of Costa Rica.
The Committee elected Mr. Heriberto Alegre, Alternate Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, by acclamation as Second Vice Chair. He had been nominated by the delegation of Costa Rica, with the nomination seconded by the delegation of Brazil.
· Approval of the Draft Work Plan of the Group (GT/DADIN/doc. 421/12
rev. 2)
The delegations endorsed the Chair's Proposed Work Plan, after a presentaiton by the Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, Mr. Ivan Chanis. The approved document was distributed as document GT/DADIN/doc. 421/12 rev. 3)
· Preparations and considerations for the Fifteenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus 
In this regard, the Committee noted the contents of the “Communiqué from the Chair of the Working Group to the Permanent Representatives of the Member States” (GT/DADIN/doc. 423/12)
4. Other business
There being no further business to consider, the Committee meeting was adjourned.
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