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Summary of the meeting of October 24, 2013
The Committee meeting held on October 24, 2013 was chaired by Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, Chair of the Committee.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and Venezuela.

The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2013/CP_CAJP_3199_10-24-2013.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business

The order of business for the meeting, document CP/CAJP-3199/13 corr.1, was adopted without changes.
2. Follow-up on the mandate contained in operative paragraph 13 of resolution AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13): “

 HYPERLINK \l "_Toc295237203" 
Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law”
In the aforementioned operative paragraph 13, the OAS General Assembly resolved: “To thank the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) and to take note of its report on the “Model Law on the Protection of Cultural Assets during Armed Conflicts” (CJI/doc.403/12  rev. 5), adopted at its eighty-second regular session, and to instruct the Permanent Council, through the CAJP, to include the consideration thereof on its agenda, and to report on the results of its analysis to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session.”
Pursuant to that mandate, the CAJP included on the agenda for this meeting the presentation of the above-mentioned Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, by Ambassador Elizabeth Villalta Vizcarra, member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee. Ambassador Villalta, who is also Director General for Legal Affairs and Human Rights in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of El Salvador, delivered her presentation on the Model Law based on document CP/doc.4857/13.

The delegations, meanwhile, thanked the Inter-American Juridical Committee for drafting the model law (pursuant to a General Assembly mandate arising from negotiations by this Committee) and Ambassador Villalta, CJI rapporteur for this issue, for her presentation. They underscored the importance of the Draft Model Law since it proposes to put the countries on a path towards specific measures to fulfill commitments they have made in this particular area of international humanitarian law, especially by developing potential national laws on the subject. They explained that this document was being sent to the capitals to get instructions from the foreign ministries.
The Department of International Law noted that the issue would be addressed by the Sixth Course as well as the Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law, to be held on January 30 and 31, 2014, respectively, and that the Report of the Rapporteur of the Hemispheric Conference of National Commissions for International Humanitarian Law, which took place in San José, Costa Rica, from September 10-12, 2013, will reflect what that forum had discussed with respect to this issue. The DIL also advised the CAJP about possible methodologies for conducting the analysis of the proposed document.

The Committee decided to continue analyzing the Inter-American Juridical Committee Report on the "Model Law on Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict," and to that end the states will review and will probably adjust the Draft Model Law (using a methodology yet to be defined), with a view to subsequently adopting consensus language. The results of the exercise will be reported on at the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.
3. Joint note from the Chairs of the Permanent Council and the CAAP requesting that the Committee's mandates be classified in accordance with the procedures presented by the CAAP.
At its meeting on September 27, 2012, the CAJP established and installed the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP, which analyzed the mandates from 2007 to 2012 to place them under one of the following categories: fulfilled, duplicate, non mandates, procedural, expired, or current. After completing its work, on April 18, 2013 the working group submitted its Activities Report, with the conclusions and recommendations (see document: CP/CAJP-3142/13).
From the subsequent discussions and decisions of the Permanent Council's regular meetings of May 2
/ and October 17, 2013
/, on the issue of mandates, it was decided that, “using the procedures proposed by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), which included classifying mandates into three categories (A, B, and C), amounts to an additional ordering or classification of those mandates, which would serve as input for a subsequent prioritization exercise” (the emphasis is the Secretariat's), the CAJP decided to install an informal working group to carry out the Permanent Council mandates with respect to this matter.
Accordingly, the CAJP installed the Informal Working Group on the Classification of CAJP Mandates and unanimously elected Minister-Counselor Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, as its Chair.

4. Other business
The CAJP Chair reminded the Committee that the Secretariat had hoped to get contributions and input from delegations, to enrich the agendas for the following special events, preparations for which the CAJP will consider at its meeting on October 31, 2013:
· AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13) - Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law 
· Agenda of the sixth course (OP 13): CP/CAJP-3192/13
· Agenda of the special meeting (OP 14): CP/CAJP-3193/13
· AG/RES. 2801 (XLIII-O/13) - Toward Autonomy for Official Public Defenders/Criminal and Civil Legal Aid as a Guarantee of Access to Justice
· Agenda of the special meeting on the exchange of best practices and experiences with public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability (OP 10): CP/CAJP-3191/13 rev.1
The Chair also informed the meeting that to prepare for the November 14, 2013 meeting of the CAJP to discuss the mandate contained in operative paragraph 5 of resolution AG/RES. 2784 (XLIII-O/13) “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas,” the Chair invited Ms. Judith Morrison, senior Inter-American Development Bank advisor on gender and diversity issues, to participate in that meeting and to contribute to the dialogue of the member states on the issue.
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