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The Committee meeting held on October 31, 2013 was chaired by Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Committee Chair and Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS.  


The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2013/CP_CAJP_3200_10-31-2013.MP3
1. Preparations for special events related to the following General Assembly resolutions:

In discussing this item Ambassador Diego Pary, chairing the meeting, reminded delegations at the outset that the three documents before them for consideration were prepared with support from the Department of International Law and presented by the Chair of the CAJP, and with their general framework approved by the Committee at its meeting on September 26, 2013, so their preparation could begin.

Ambassador Pary reminded the attendees that since the aforementioned date several appeals had been made for further input from the delegations in order to enrich the agendas of the three events, the main objective being to ensure they are at the highest level and reflect the Organization's characteristic spirit of inter-American cooperation; that participants share important information and best practices; and that they provided significant OAS input for the issues in question.

The three events were then considered separately.
· AG/RES. 2801 (XLIII-O/13) - Toward Autonomy for Official Public Defenders/Criminal and Civil Legal Aid as a Guarantee of Access to Justice
· Agenda of the special meeting on the exchange of best practices and experiences with public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability: CP/CAJP-3191/13 rev. 1
With the support of the Department of International Law, the Committee gave an overview of the Agenda of the Special Meeting, then decided to continue preparing for this event, and again urged the delegations to send in further input for the Agenda.
· AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13) - Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law 
· Agenda of the sixth course: 
The Committee considered the agenda of the sixth course, with the support of the Department of International Law, based on which one delegation announced that it would shortly send in suggestions for new topics to be included, and the Committee therefore expressed the hope that this agenda would be brought back for consideration at a later date. Another delegation called for the names of the panelists to be included on the agenda of the course as soon as possible. 
At the end of the Committee meeting, a new version of the agenda of the course was distributed:  CP/CAJP-3192/13 rev. 2, but it is still open for further contributions from delegations.
· Agenda of the Special Meeting:
The Committee considered the agenda of the special meeting, with the support of the Department of International Law. Based on this, at the initiative of one of the delegations, a discussion ensued as to whether it was appropriate to extend the meeting by one full day. Following interventions by a number of delegations it was decided that, since the CAJP meeting of September 26 had already approved the Special Meeting with the current format and because the general framework of this event was based on practice already established in the Organization, it would be most useful to discuss amending the general framework of this event (not for the January 31, 2014 special meeting but rather for its future editions) as part of the negotiations on the next draft resolution on international humanitarian law for the General Assembly. 
At the end of the Committee meeting, a new version of the Agenda of the Special Meeting was distributed: CP/CAJP-3193/13 rev. 2, but it is still open for further contributions from delegations.
2. Consideration of the issue of resolution AG/RES. 2768 (XLIII-O/13) - Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators (OP 4)
In the aforementioned operative paragraph 4, the OAS General Assembly resolved: “To instruct the Permanent Council to entrust the study and follow-up of the topic of judicial facilitators to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with a view to including it on its agenda before the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly." 
Pursuant to that mandate, the CAJP included the presentation by Mr. Pedro Vuskovic Céspedes, Coordinator of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program, on the agenda for this meeting, for which the work was being carried by the Secretariat for Legal Affairs. http://www.oas.org/es/sla/facilitadores_judiciales.asp

Several delegations expressed appreciation for the presentation by Dr. Vuscovic and for the Program's concrete contributions, with appreciation coming especially (but not exclusively) from the delegations of member states in which the Program has operated. Those delegations described specific services that the Program provides many rural and/or remote and/or low-income communities where coexistence of residents has improved considerably, the workload of judges has been eased, access to justice has been facilitated and confidence in the judicial system has increased, the rule of law has been strengthened, there has been a great degree of success in bringing peace, and people have been turning to the natural leaders in areas where the Program has been conducted, among other successes.

Several delegations suggested extending this Program to other member states through the respective governments. They also suggested that meetings be held with judicial authorities such as judges and magistrates, to share best practices. They further proposed that consideration be given to conducting national seminars to bring all the facilitators together to discuss how they have settled their conflicts.

Addressing one delegation's question about the Program's evaluations, Dr. Vuskovic described the cycle the Program always follows–that is, carrying out activities, planning, and evaluation. Under this latter aspect of evaluation, he described the modalities used, the players involved, and their supporters, noting that these evaluations had facilitated adjustments and improvements, and are therefore kept as part of an ongoing process. Concluding his reply on this particular matter, he said that there are impact studies by country, and regional ones were now needed to be able to compare developments in all countries where the Program is being implemented.

In concluding the discussion on this topic, the Committee asked Dr. Vuskovic to submit a copy of his presentation for publication and distribution to all the delegations. The Committee decided as well to take note of Dr. Vuskovic's presentation and the comments by the member state delegations.
3. Other business
There being no further business to consider, the Committee meeting was adjourned.
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