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Summary of the meeting of January 31, 2014
The Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law, convened by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” was held on January 31, 2014. It was chaired by Ambassador Diego Pary, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS, with collaboration from the OAS Department of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The meeting agenda is contained in document CP/CAJP-3192/13 rev. 6.
The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3193_01-31-2014 AM.MP3.
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3193_01-31-2014 PM.MP3.
1. Opening remarks
Opening remarks for the Special Meeting were delivered by the Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Diego Pary; Mr. François Stamm, Head of the International Committee of the Red Cross Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada; and Mr. Dante Negro, Director, OAS Department of International Law.
2. Presentation of reports by member states and the ICRC - Overview and notable progress in implementing international humanitarian law in the Americas
This agenda item drew statements from the delegations of Peru, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Costa Rica, Panama, Mexico, and the ICRC representative. 
3. Current issues related to international humanitarian law
Mr. Roberto Dondisch, Mexico's Chief Negotiator for the Arms Trade Treaty and Director General for Global Affairs, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, spoke on the topic of "Arms challenges." 
Ms. Andrea Harrison, legal advisor to the International Committee of the Red Cross Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, spoke on the topic "Other Treaties."
Speaking on the topic of "Promotion of implementation processes relating to the protection of cultural property" were:  Ms. Elizabeth Villalta, member of the OAS Inter-American Juridical Committee; and Mr. Armando Meneses, legal adviser to the International Committee of the Red Cross Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America, and Cuba. 
The third agenda item concluded with a presentation by Mr. Roberto Dondisch, on the "Humanitarian effects of nuclear weapons." 
The delegations of Mexico and Peru took the floor.
4. National commissions for international humanitarian law in the Americas
The CAJP Chair noted that the purpose of this agenda item was to provide continuity to the General Assembly mandate to "provide backing for the regional meetings of national committees on international humanitarian law" and "examine ways, means, and possible activities to forge closer cooperative ties between the OAS and said entities in the implementation, integration, and promotion of international humanitarian law," pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13).
He recalled that on Friday, September 13, 2013, the CAJP had held a dialogue with the national committees on international humanitarian law. He further noted that the Department of International Law had prepared the "Report on the Conclusions and Outcomes of the Dialogue," CP/CAJP-3186/13 rev.2 add. 1. That dialogue offered alternatives whereby to "forge closer cooperative ties between the Organization and the national committees in the implementation, integration, and promotion of IHL," and the CAJP Chair offered delegations the floor. 
The delegations of Mexico, Costa Rica, and Peru commented on this item.
5. Closing remarks
In his closing remarks for the Special Meeting, the CAJP Chair recapped the issues covered in the Sixth Course on International Humanitarian Law, which was held on January 30. He underscored the importance of light weapons and cultural property protection treaties in terms of international humanitarian law.
The CAJP Chair recalled that the special meeting considered ways to facilitate cooperation between the Organization and the national committees on international humanitarian law; and afforded the experts from the interested states and ICRC a special forum to make presentations on recent developments in applying international humanitarian law in the Hemisphere.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.
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