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Summary of the meeting of February 5, 2015
The meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on February 05, 2015 was chaired by Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica. 

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3289_02-05-2015.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Committee Chair proposed that delegates adopt the order of business which was approved without changes as document CP/CAJP-3289/15.
2. Consideration of Annual Reports to the General Assembly [AG/RES. 2849 (XLIV-O/14)] – Inter-American Juridical Committee
Presentation of the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee to the General Assembly, document CP/doc.5094/15, was entrusted to Commissioner David P. Stewart.  He mentioned the CJI's current budgetary and administrative concerns and recent changes in its composition. He pointed out that the Committee had been particularly active in 2014 and had adopted the following reports: 1) the Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on Sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression; 2) the Report on Recommendations to the American States on Bi-national Border or Neighboring District Integration, 3)the Second Report on Corporate Social Responsibility in the Area of Human Rights and the Environment in the Americas, and 4) Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee on Alternatives for Regulating the Use of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances and for Preventing Drug Dependence, Especially with Respect to Marijuana or Cannabis Sativa. The Committee had also established three new rapporteurships: Guidelines on protection of stateless persons; Law Applicable to International Contracts; and Representative Democracy. Finally, Dr. Stewart reported that the Committee was drafting the Model Law on Access to Public Information and Personal Data Protection, among other mandates. He emphasized the importance of making progress with model laws on the Protection of Cultural Property and Simplified Joint Stock Companies.
The delegations thanked the CJI for presenting its report and commented on it. Comments included questions about the challenges currently facing the CJI and mention was made of the fact that the explanation on page 131 of the Report, about representative democracy, was rather scant and should be developed in greater depth; that the Report was spot on as regards the CAJP mandates, while note should be taken of the mandates that had concluded. It was suggested that the subject of simplified joint stock companies needed further analysis and that the issues of the immunities of States and those of nongovernmental organizations should be addressed separately, given that it was customary in practice to differentiate between them. It was also suggested that border integration should be encouraged and that the Model Law for the Protection of Cultural Property should also cover property that was not inventoried. The delegates proposed that the CJI Report be better publicized. They said that the issue of migration flows had triggered a lot of expectations. Delegates also congratulated the CJI on its International Law Course and acknowledged the Committee's work. Some delegations commended the work of the Committee.
3. Follow up on the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2838 (XLIV-O/14) "Support to Member States: Effective Public Management Strengthening and Innovation Initiative in the Americas"
The Director of the Department for Effective Public Management of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, Ms. María Fernanda Trigo, continued the presentation she had begun on November 13, 2014, CP/CAJP/INF-242/14. She mentioned some of the more important activities of the Department over recent months, including implementation of the Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management (MECIGEP), the Second Inter-American Award for Innovation in Effective Public Management, the database of Innovative Experiences in Effective Public Management, and Public Policy Observatories in the Americas.
The delegations expressed their appreciation of the DEPM report and described their experiences of the work being carried out by this Department and with their funding of it, underscoring initiatives such as the MECIGEP and the Public Policy Observatory of the Americas. They commended the informal consultations carried out at the recent Round in Paraguay; urged States to hold workshops and share experiences; underscored national experiences such as the police management experience, the "Plan Cuadrantes" citizen security plan and the “Uruguay Concursa” program; reiterated their support for horizontal cooperation initiatives; and emphasized that effective public management empowers citizens. Some delegations went out of their way to commend and congratulate the Department of Effective Public Management on its work.
4. Election of the Chair of the Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CAJP

The delegation of Belize nominated the delegate of the Dominican Republic for the position of Chair of the Working Group and the delegation of Panama seconded the motion.  The Alternate Delegate of the Dominican Republic, Mayerlyn Cordero Díaz, was elected Chair of the Informal Working Group to classify the mandates of the CAJP.

5. Follow up on the promotion and protection of human rights in business [AG/RES. 2840 (XLIV-O/14)]
At the request of the Committee Chair, the Executive Director of the Due Process of Law Foundation, Katya Salazar, gave a presentation. She mentioned that the exploitation of natural resources had an impact on human rights and exacerbated tensions between the State, communities, and companies, especially extractive enterprises. In our region, criminal law had been used against community leaders and defenders of the rights of indigenous peoples in retaliation for their protests. The expert mentioned that there needed to be more in-depth discussion about the extraterritoriality of companies and States' responsibility for the origins of enterprises.

6. Other business
Some delegations announced events due to take place in the coming weeks that they deemed to be of interest to the Committee members. The delegation of Mexico pointed out that the Committee was behind in adopting a decision on the model laws so far prepared by the Inter-American Juridical Committee. The Committee agreed to include this item on the agenda of an upcoming meeting. 

There being no other items to discuss, the Chair thanked the delegations and speakers for their participation. 
The meeting concluded at 4:28 p.m.
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