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Summary of the meeting of March 12, 2015

The meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on March 12, 2015 was chaired by Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica.
The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3293_03-12-2015.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Committee Chair proposed that the delegations adopt the order of business, document CP/CAJP-3293/15. It was adopted as submitted.

2. Follow-up on resolution AG/RES. 2833 (XLIV-O/14) “Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development”

Reference document: CP/CAJP-3285/14 corr.1
The Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador Juan Jiménez Mayor, noting that a common problem in the region was social unrest stemming from investment projects, cited some background information in this area in his country, and how a change of course was proposed to enable successful and sustainable investment. Countries deal with this situation within a strict framework and, in some cases, without proper mechanisms in place.  Accordingly, Peru takes a dialogue approach involving the state, businesses, and communities.

The Director of the OAS Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions, Christopher Hernández-Roy, said weaknesses in social benefits systems and states failing to act through the proper channels lead to protests, marches, strikes, and other forms of social protest. Besides, social conflicts carry an adverse economic impact on investment projects. A peaceful approach to social conflicts calls for early warning systems that involve timely information to ease tensions and prevent a conflict from escalating. These early warning systems should be anchored institutionally to the state as it is more effective to prevent social conflict through timely dialogue than to assume the political and economic costs of social conflicts. He announced the forthcoming publication of an early warning and response guide, which has being produced drawing on the region's own experiences.
Vladimiro Huaroc Portocarrero, a government expert from Peru, spoke about Peru's experience in addressing social conflicts. He shared with the delegations the so-called "Roundtable" strategy, which has prevented more than a hundred social conflicts. The "Roundtable" is a forum for dialogue involving the state, businesses, and communities, and has enabled new projects to be mediated and undertaken.

Lloyd Lipsett, government expert from Canada, shared on the strategy Canada has used to prevent social conflicts involving mineral extraction companies. Mr. Lipsett cited his own experience in changing the focus in the relationship between communities and investment projects, where more focus is on promoting and protecting human rights than on human rights violations. Human rights thus become part of social conflict prevention by promoting proactive dialogue, which means the investment company and the state should consider all aspects of how a community is affected before a project starts. Dialogue should be conducted in the language of the community and the progress of the project should be tracked and the impact on community life measured.
The Chair of the Committee expressed to the panelists concern as to what tools were available to help establish the prevalence of rights between private investors and communities.
The delegations congratulated and thanked the experts for their presentations; noted the tension that can arise between the interests of some investment projects and local communities; argued that social dialogue can influence improved public policy design. They referred to the social and environmental problems caused by mining activities, particularly when carried out on lands with indigenous communities; and noted the importance of ongoing dialogue, exchange of experiences, and the development of a National Plan of Action in the respective countries. They also pointed to the need to identify best practices in this field.
On behalf of the Committee, the Chair thanked the delegations of Peru and Canada as well as the speakers and the General Secretariat for contributing to the success of the meeting.

3. Other business

There being no other items to discuss, the Chair thanked the delegations and speakers for their participation. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
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