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The meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) held on Thursday, February 26, 2015 was chaired by Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie, Chair of the Committee and Permanent Representative of Jamaica. 

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Uruguay.
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2015/CP_CAJP_3290_02-26-2015.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business 
The Chair of the Committee submitted for consideration by the delegations a change to the order of business, to have the topic “Follow-up on the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2823 (XLIV-O/14), “Adoption of the Mechanism for Follow-Up on Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador” discussed as the second item.  With this amendment, the order of business was adopted: document CP/CAJP-3290/15.
2. Follow-up on the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2823 (XLIV-O/14), “Adoption of the Mechanism for Follow-Up on Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador”
Pursuant to the mandates issued in resolution AG/RES. 2823 (XLIV-O/14) and with the first session of the Working Group to examine national reports under the Protocol of San Salvador having been held, the respective progress reports detailed below were presented to the CAJP by the members of the Group. 
IACHR Commissioner Paulo Vannuchi noted that the indivisibility of rights is recognized and the freedom of the individual vis-à-vis the state is enshrined, based on the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. He underscored the need to move towards economic, social, and cultural rights. In Latin America and the Caribbean, ESCR are bearers of dignity, and hard-won democracy has cornerstones of equality. 
Flavia Piovesan, the government expert from Brazil and a member of the Working Group, said the right to freedom ought to be accorded the same treatment as ESCRs. Two decades after the Protocol of San Salvador was implemented, there can now be indicators to assess how it has been fulfilled in the region.  The importance of this mechanism rests on the fact that it will be possible to generate information to develop public policies with a human rights perspective.
The Working Group's independent expert, Laura Pautassi, said that 16 states had ratified the Protocol of San Salvador and that, under Article 19 of the Protocol, states must submit reports on measures they have taken for economic, social, and cultural rights to be fulfilled in their respective countries.  Five states party will send in their reports soon. She invited those that had not done so to submit their reports as soon as possible and to make contributions to the voluntary fund. Currently, monitoring and evaluation is being done within the various states, and their reports will be published in October 2015.
Several delegations expressed appreciation for the presentations and commended the speakers, while asking questions about the reports presented and saying they were willing to send them to the Working Group.
3. Presentation by the Executive Secretariat of the IACHR 
The Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), Emilio Álvarez Icaza, delivered to the CAJP a progress report on that Committee’s mandates, as set forth in the following resolutions: 
· AG/RES. 2829 (XLIV-O/14), “Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,”
· AG/RES. 2851 (XLII-O/14), “Human Rights Defenders:  Support for Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas,”
· AG/RES. 2863 (XLIII-O/14), “Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression.”
On resolution AG/RES. 2829 (XLIV-O/14), he recalled that the 30th anniversary of the United Nations Convention against Torture was commemorated in 2014 and, in that context, noted that “democracy is not a regime in which there are no human rights violations but rather in a democracy, an investigation is done.” And, while torture is not what it used to be, it still occurs in Latin America, being the legacy of an authoritarian past. Modern-day expressions of torture include, for example, prison overcrowding against the regional backdrop of a prison crisis, or the indiscriminate use and abuse of preventive detention.  In 2014, the IACHR sent 4 of 19 cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, issued 4 precautionary measures, published 4 press releases, and also held thematic hearings on Guantanamo Bay and made one on-site visit in Honduras in the aftermath of a fire that swept through a prison in that country. 
Regarding resolution AG/RES. 2851 (XLIV-O/14), the Executive Secretary of the IACHR noted that individuals had a right to defend their human rights, and that said right should be exercised without aggression or harassment. He added that harassment of defenders was an assault on democracy. In 2014, the IACHR referred 2 cases to the Inter-American Court, issued 14 precautionary measures, published 12 press releases, and held 5 thematic hearings.

Lastly, on resolution AG/RES. 2863 (XLIV-O/14), he said the LGBTI Unit was established in 2011 and by 2013 had become the LGBTI Rapporteurship, whose main mandates were to report on the situation of LGBTI persons in the region, hear and decide on requests and send cases to the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and advise OAS member states, in order to reduce the impunity with respect to violations of the rights of LGBTI persons. In 2014, the IACHR issued 11 precautionary measures, published 4 press releases - one of them in coordination with the UN - and held 6 thematic hearings.
A number of delegations thanked the Executive Secretary of the IACHR for his report and through him, commended the Commission on its work.
4. Other business
There being no other items to discuss, the Chair thanked the delegations and speakers for their participation. 

The meeting concluded at 4:33 p.m.
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